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The DIGNITY of tht SOUL, 
Jrifi*g/r»m itt Immortality. 



\LHE eternal Salvadon of one Soul i) of greater 
importaDce, and big with greater events, than ths 
Jslvuion of a whole kingdom, for any limited timCi 
thoagh it were for the fpice of ten thoufand ages : 
Becanfe there will coihe up a pmnt, an inftant in 
eternity, when that one foul fhaD have enlted as 
many ages, as all the individuals of a whole Ecing- 
dooii ranged in glofe fucceflion, tvill, in the wholci 
have exifte<l in the fpace of ten thoafand aget. 
Therefore, one foul is capable of a larger fliare, of 
Itappinefa or mifery, throughout an endleft eternity 
{Sot that win ftill be before ii), than a whdc lung* 
dom is otp^ile of in tm tkoufand agei. 
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Tb THE 

READER. 

RbaBei, 

CHJ-an here preTented mth a boolc, which wa< 
_ written many j'cars before the name of Me- . 
tliodilm was known m the world ;> which it may be 

S'oper to remind you of, in order U remove any an- 
voarable prejudice arifing from chat quarter. 
What I would recommend to you u, ta read it with 
attentloa, examinatiDn, and prayCTi as the moft ef- 
(EAnal method yoi can take to render it a bleffing 
to yoor own f6ul. Thp author fcems to have made 
ufe of every poffible argument to win upon your in- 
eenoity, to awaken coslcicnce, aod to dircQ yoa in 
tne way everlailine. 

I charge you as in die prefeuce of the living God, 
now to do your put, and give it a faithful readtag : 
I beg of you by every endearing motive of love and 
' aiK^on tn your precious and immortal foul, that you 
will look upon this book as calcolatEd to promote 
your prefent and everlafting happinefs ; and I beg 
of God, that he would be pieafed lb to accompany 
your reading of it wi^h hii divine andheavenly grace, 
u'to affijrd yon matter of thankfgiving, gratiiode, 
and praife us hit holy name, fur ever and ever. 

Man, by nature and praAice, ii a linner before 
God ; a charge of guilt is faflened upon him ; this, 
in words, hereadily acknowledges; bat being blind- 
ed with prejudtcet and having wrong conceptbnt 
both of the utotc of God and &a, he flatten him- 



( iy ) 

fe\f tKit all will be well at lad, and that a memful 
God will not finally condemn him ; this lulls him 
BJlecp in Satao's aroKi and rpakcs him fecnre and 
eary under all the denunciations of God's wrath 
Egainfl him. , 

One grand defign of the author in this book ia 
to difpet thK gifts darlt.<?rf9, to reAify thore fal& 
concepiioni he has of Go(1 and fin, arid to convinca 
him thqc, not with Handing all his vain, preten Com, ' 
wichout tiue rtpencancc, the fentence of math 
((ands in full foree ag^nft him ftill. 
. Jefus thrift h ft t forth in fcriptur* ae the Savion« 
of fiDner«. the iielper of the helplefo ; the linly fore 
bottom upon which man it to anchor the hojx of 
eternal faJvatiDD. To tiiis Lord and Gavbar is tfap 
aivalcened Jinner dircAed in this book ; a free and a 
full falvatkm 11 "Sered him under every poflible af. 
furance, that if he doles with it, his fins fliall b§ 
I^rdpred, his perfon and fatore fervices accepted ; 
and, from being a brand of hell, he Ihall become an 
heir of eternal glory. 

Reader, the ibrmer cfaaraAer either i«, or hu 
been thine own: if it it thine at this prefent reading, 
remcmbrr thy danger j take the alarm, and fles 
from the wrath to come: if it has been thine for;» 
iperlyi and thou art truly converted to Godi by Je> 
fvs C<'rift, give him all the glory, rejoice in [ha 
happy exchange j walk worthy of thy high calling, 
■dd thou art made for ever. 



ADMONITION 



UNCONVERTED SINNERS. 



4n EAKHIST IHVITATIOK /■ IIHMBIII /0 /vr« 

u ooD, in mrJtr to thHr bteknal salta* 

TIOK. 

DEARLY bdoTcd and longed-for, I gladly 
acknowledge myfelf a debtor to jtxa. all, 
and am coocemMl, ai J would be foaqd a good 
fteward to the hooiehold of God, to give to eVeiy 
one bis pcrtiim : but the phy&daa ii moH foIicLCoos 
fin thofe patients, wbde cafe is mod doubtful and 
hazardoui; and, die father's bonvls are eipedall/ 
tamed towards his-dying child : The DDmbei-s of 
unconverted foull, among you, call for my moft 
cRnKftGaiD|>affionB and h^dil^nce to pluck thein 
out of burning, Jui* 23. And therefore, to thefe 
firft I {hall apply myfelf in thefe lines. 

But whence IliaU I fetch m^ argDmeot i or how 

fiull I choofe mjr word} ? Loidi whetin^ ih^ 

A3 



6 AW IHVlTATtOH TO SINNERl. 

I WOO (hem t wherewith fhall I win ihem i O that 
I coold but tell ! I would write to them in cearai 
I would weep out every argnmenti 1 *ould emplj 
my veins tor ink, t would petition t. em on my 
kueea, verily (werelablL) Iwould: O how thank-, 
ful would I be if ihey would be prevailed with to 
repent and turn 1 

" Bu , Lurd, how infufficient am I for this 
" work ! I nave been maiy a year wooiog for iheCf 
". but (be damfel would not, go with mc : Lord, 
" what a lafk haft thou fet me tado ! Ala?, where- 
" with (hall 1 pierce, the fcales of Leviathan, or - 
" make the heart 10 t'f el that is as hard, as Hone, 
■' hard as a piece of nether milftone ! Shall I go 
" and Ijy my mouth to the grave, and look when 
" the (lead will obey me and come forth i .Stiall J 
" mdkt an oration to the rocks, or dcclaiin to the 
" tr.fiuntains, and think to move them with argu- 
*• menta.? Shall I give the blind to fee I From the 
*■' beginning of the wnrld was it noi heard that s 
•' mm opened the eyes of the blind ; but (hou, Q 
" Lord ! canft pierce the ftalei, a.ni prick ih« 
•■ heart of the (inner : I can but ftiool at roven, 
•• and draw the bow at a venture i but do thou di- 
•• Tcft the arrow between the joints of the harnef*, 
•■kill the fin, and fave the lotil of a fmner'that 
«' cafts his eyes on thefe taboor*:" 

Brethren, I befeech you faffct -friendly plaiAnefl) 
and fr-ednm with you in your deepeB concern- 
ments. I am rot playing the oratt-r, to make a 
learned fpeech to you, nor drefli'ijj my difh with 
eloquence wherewith to pleafe you ; ihefe linei nif 
upon a weighty errand indeed, namely^ to toB- 
-' --.t s^i converts axA to Cave yovt. I aip nof 



TO tlTDKN TO BOO f 

baidag my book with ihcwric, nor filhtng- for 
ygur appkofe, but for your fooh. My work is 
pol to pleafe you, but to lave^ou : nor is my bufi- 
nefa witb ytur fanci^Si but your heart! : If I have 
not your hearts, I have nothing', If ' ^^'^ 'o 
pleaie you ears 1 c:ould &ng another fong : Jf [ 
were topnach myfelf, I would fleer another cou rfe ; ^ 
I could then tell you a foioother tale ; I would 
make yon piliuiv*^ and fpeak you peace ; for how 
can Ahab loyt bit Micaiah, that " always prr.ph«. 
' f* fiet nil ^Rcerning him i" i Kingi xxii. 8. 
put how much " better are the ivsunds of a tritnd 
f than the fair fpeechefi of an hariot.'who flaitej- 
" eih with her lips, till the dart flrike through the 
'•liver, and hunteth for the precious life?"— < 
frev vii, 21, it, ^j. aod vi. z6, If I were tQ 
quiet a crying infa^it, I might Ijng to him a p!eaT 
^m long, and rocif him afleep ! hut when the 
child 'li fallen, into the fire, the parent take* ano- 
ther couffe ( he will not go to I. ill him with a ibng 
pr a trifle, 1 know, if we fpred not witn you, you 
^re loll ; if we cai>noi get your con.leri to " arile 
^nd come away," you perilh fur cve^; No con- 
FCrfion, and no falration : I niu|l get your goodr 
,»ilL or leave you mif. rable. 

But here the difiiculty < f my work again rccun 
upon we, " Lord, choofc my fi9nes out of ths 
« brook," I Sam. xvii. 40, 45. " 'l come in the 
name of the " Lord of Hofts, the God' of the 
armies of Ifrael." I cctoe ti:vth lik^ the Itripling 
J>avid. to wrqftle, " not with flelli and blood, but 
*' wiih [nincipaliues and powers, »nd rulers of the 
'f darknels of tbij world," Eph. vi, it. 1 his day 
}ft tlw IfWd iimt tiw PbiUiUofl, and " ffoil f 



> AN INVITATION TOtlNHtRI, &0. 

" Arong nuQ of his armour, and give me to Atch 
'^ off the captives oat of his hand :" Lord, choofa 
my words, choofe toy weapons for me } and '< when 
!' i put my hand into the bag, and take thence > ' 
" floife and fling it, do thou carry it to the made, 
(' and malce ii fink, not into the tbrehead." 2 Satn. 
xvii. 45), ■■ but the heart of the unconverted fin- 
" ner, and fmiie him to che ground, with Saul in 
»' his ib happy fall," ji^i ix 4. Tboo hafl Jent 
me, as Abraham dfd his fervant, " to take a wife 
" unco rqy mailer thy fon," Gen, xxiv. 4. ; but 
my difcouraged Ibul i* ready to fear " che tromati 
" will Boc be (villing to follow me : O Lord God 
" of my maftcT', f pray thee fend me good fpeed 
" this day, and fhsw kindnefi to my mafter, and 
" lend thine angel before me, &nd profper my way, 
" that [ may cake a wife unto thy Can," Gtn. xav, 
iz. ; "chat as' ihy fervant r;fted not ull he had 
" brought Jlaac and Rebecca together, fo I may 
" be faccefsflil to bring Chrift and "the fouls «f my 
" people together before we part.'' 

But I turn me unto you. Some of you do not 
know what I mean by Canvirficn, and in vain Ihall 
i perfuade you to that which you do not under, 
ftand ; and cherefore for your falces, I fhaU fhew 
•aibat ihii'CuBVtrfimii. Others do ehetlfh fecm 
hopes of mercy, though they continue as they are ; 
and for them I muB Ihew the J^«r^(/ af Centiirfion^ 
Oiheh, are like to harden themfelves with a rain 
conceit that they are converted already ; unto them 
Imufifltewthemarksof the Uncm'vtrui Others, 
bccaafe they feel no^arm, fear none, and fo flecp 
«I>on the top of the mafl ; to them I Ihall Ibew the 
nuferiea of the Vmnvtrtii. Othen fit Aill b«- 



IflSTAJCSI MIOVT CONVBHtlOK. ' ^ 

c^(e fhey fee not cheir way out j to them I fhall 
fliew the Mtani »f C«>fairfii.n. And finally, for 
th^ quickening of aII, I fi^all cloft with tJie Mttivtl 
U CBwutrfian. 

C H A P. I, 
SittMing in thi negative what cohversioh it 

net, ami etrreiUng joau histakei ahoui it. 
T ET the blind Sairiaritani worfliip ihey know 
I y not what, ^ibn iv- la.; let the Heathen 
A'henians fuperfcribe their altar, "Unto the un. 
" known God," 4^1 xvii. 13. j they that know 
man'i conftitudon, and the oature of the human 
foul's Operation, canpot b(it know, that the under- 
iffianding having tlie empire in the foul, be that will 
go ra^ionBily to work, tnuft labour to let ia ti)e light 
heie. Now, i^at I may cure the mitfakca of fome, 
who think they are converted when they are not, 
ai well as remove the troubles and fears of others, 
that think they are not corvcned when they arc j 
, J lhall Ihew yon the nature of converfion, bdth ne. 
eadvety, or what it is not } and pofiiivety, wh^t ' 
It i». 

We will begin witi) the Negatitit, 
I. fit ii not the taking upon us the profeffioi) ' 
f'(tf ChrilUanlty." poubclefs Cnriftianity is more 
than a name If we will hear Paul, it lies not ii) 
word, 'but in power, I Cor.'vi. ^o. If to ceale tq 
be Jewi and Pagans, and to put on ..ne Chriftian 
profeQiLin, hid been true ,^verSon, who better 
Cnriftians than they of Sardia and Laodij;eai 
Tkde were ^I Phrifiian§'by profefllon, and ha4 



to ' MIITACES ASOUT CONVERMOtt, 

s Dine to live ; bat becaufe they had but a rame, 
are condemned by Cbrift, and threatened to be 
fDewed out. Rt-v.vi, i. i6. Are there not many 
taat mention the name of thc'Lord Jefus, and yet 
depart not from_ iniqnity i i Tim. ii. 19. and 
" profefs they know God, but in worics they deny 
"hiin?" 7V/1U i. 16. And will God receive 
theTe for true convert*, becaufe turned to the 
ChriSian religion i What <. converti from fiiii 
when yet they do live in Jin 1 It ii a vifible contra- 
diAioa. Surely if the lamp of profeflion would 
have ferved the turn, the fiwlifh virgina had never 
been (hut out. Me!, xxv. 1 7 . We find not only 
profcflbra, biit preachers of Chrlft, and wonder- 
wotkera, turned off becaufe evi] workert. Mat. vii. 
2z. 13. 

2. " It ii not the being wafhed in the laver of 
" ttgeneration, or putting on the badge of ChriS 
',' in Baptifm." Many take the prefs-money, and 
wear the livery of Chrift, that yet never ftand to 
their c. lours, nor fc^ow their leader. Ananist 

. and Sapplura, ud Magus, were bapnled aj well 
ai the reft. 

Friend* and brethren, " Be not deceived, G6d 
" ii not mocked," QaJ, vi. 7. Whether tt be 
your baptifm, or whatever elfe that you pretend, 
T tell yon from die living God, that if any of yoa . 

> be prayerleA perfonSf or unclean, or n^licbus, 
or covetous, or riotoi]9,"or a fcoffer, or a lover of 
evil company, Prev. xiii. 10. in a word, if yoa 
■re not holy, Itrift, and felf-denying Chriltiant, 
fiti, xii. 14. Matt, xiv, 24. you cannot be faved, 
except yon be transformed by a further work upos 
^u, and renewed ipin by rej 



.HISTAKIf ABQUT COHTIKIION. JI 

3. " It Kes not in mOTal riehteoufnefs." This 
exceeds not the nghvoaineh of the Scribe* and 
Pbxrilees, and therefore caoDOt bring ui to the 
kingdom of 6od, Mat. v. 10. Paul, while nncffli- 
Tcrted, " touching the righteonfDcf) which i» in 
" the law, was blamcleii," Piil, iii. 6- Nona 
conid fay, " Black is thine eyt." Th« felf-juf- 
dciai7 coold fay, " I am- no extonioner, adulte- 
*' rcr, DDJnft," &c. Luir xviii. 11. Than mail 
have fomething more than atl this to Ihew. or elle. 
however thoa mayeft jnftify thyfelf, God will con- 
demo thee. I condemn not morality, but warn yoa 
not to reft here ; [octy includes mqnlity. as Chrif- 
tnnity doth bomanicy, and' grace rcaim ; but we 
moft Dot divide the tables. 

4. " It confi&s not in an external conformity 
" to the rales of piety." It is too manifieft mea 
may have a form of godlinefi without the power, 
a 7ms. iii. $. Men may pray long, Mai. xdii.'n, 
and hA oiten, tait xviii. 12. and hear^adly, 
Mori vi. ao. and be very forward in the fervice of 
God, thoughcofUy and expenfive, IJaiai i. 1 1 . and 
yet be Grangers to CsirvirffH : They mulL have 
more to plead for themfelves, than that they keep 
their chnrch, give alms, and make oTe of prayer* 
to prove theaMvei found converts : No outward 
iervice but a hypocrite may do it, even to the 
" giving all his goods to feed the poor, and his 
*' memben to the fire," i Cer, xiii, 3. 

c. " It lies not in the chaining up of corruption 
*< by edncatioD, human Iaw3« or the force of in- 
*• cambent affliftion." It is too common and eafy 
to miflake education for grace ; hut if this were 
enough, who 1 better sun than Jehoafb ? While 
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, Jfehoiadah hij \jncls liyed, he was very forward in 
God's femce, and call) upoii him to repair tht- 
houle of [he Lord, « Kings ^. t, f.; bulhcrc 
wa« nothing more than good edacatiOD ali this 
While ; for when hi: good tuCof was taken out of 
the way, he appears to have been hat a wolf cktin- 
ed upi and fails away to idolatry. 

6. In Ihort, '* tt confifij not if) IHominattons or 
'' convlftion, IKK in A fuperficial change or partial 
" reformation." An apollaie may be a man cq-> 
lightened, Hilr. vi.> 4. ; and a Felix tremble ander 
ConviOion, jim xittv . i^. ; an3 a Herod amend 
many things, Mark vi. lo. It is one thing to hare 
fia alarmed only by conviflions, and anothef to 
have it captivated and crucified by conrercing 
grace. Many, bcCaufe they hare been JronbleJ 
in confcience for their fins, think well of their 
cafe, miferably miftakipg Cen-vi3ita for Cem-nfiiiH: 
With thcfe, Cain might hate p:i(red for a convert, 
who ran up and down the world Rke a man yif- 
■ trailed, , under the rage of a gnilty confctence, till 
with building an^ bunnefs he had wore it away, 
Cttn. tv. 13', 14. Others think, that becaufe they 
have, given over their riotous courfes, and are 
broken off from evil company, or fome particular 
lu8, and reduced to fobrifty ard civiUty, they are 
now no other than real converts ; forgetting ihat 
there is a tbH difference between being fanuified 
and civiHsed ; and that " many feek to enter into 
" the kingdom of heaven," LMki xiii, 24. " a^ 
*• ate not far from it*'* ^-'ari Jtii. 54. and arrive to 
the fl/ffl^tf of Chriftianity, AHi xx\\. zi. and yet 
fall Ihort at lalt. Whilft conicimce holds the whip 
over them, many will pray, hesr, tttA, <nd for- 
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bear their delightful fins ; but no Ibooer is the lion 
aileep, but they are at their vomit agajn. Who 
more religious than the Jews, when God's hand 
tkas upon them f /]/&/. Ixxviii. 34, 3$. yctDofooner 
was the affliAian over, bu ihey torgot God, and 
Diewed their religion to be a £t, vcr. 36, 17. 
ThcKi ina^eil have disgorged a troublefome nn, 
that will not £t txly on thy flomach, and have 
dcaped thoTc gro(g pollutiona of the world, and 
jet not have changed .thy fwiiuih DatarE all the 
while, X Ptt. ii. to. zi. 

You may call the lead out oPthe rude maTs into 
the more comely firoportion of a plant, and then 
into the Ih^pe of a bcaft, and thence into the form 
and features of a man ; yet all the while it is bae 
fead ftill : Sa a man may pafj through divers tranf- 
natadont, from ignorance to knowledge, fr'im pro* 
fineiicfs to civility, t.ience to a form of religion; 
and all this w -.ile he 4s but carnal and unregeheratCr 
whilft hii nature remains unchanged. 

Application. " Hear then, O (bmeri ! 
" hear as you would live, fo come and liear," 
^. Iv. 3. Why would you fo willingly deceive 
yoarfelves, or build your ho^s upon the fand t 
I know he Ihall lind' hard work of it, that goes tO' 
pluck away you» hopes : It cannot but be angra;e- 
fi^ to you, and truly it js not pleating to me. I 
fet about it aa a furgeon, when to cut off a putri. 
£ed member from his well-beloved friend, which 
of force he ^oll do, though with an aching hearty 
« pitiful eye, and a trembling hind. But ilnder* 
4«]d me. Brethren, I am only taking down the 
fnl^Oiu bouTe, (which will otherwifc fpecdily faU 
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«f itfelf, and bury you in the rut>bi&i) that I TRaf 
build it fair, firm, and Rrang for ever. " The 
" hope of the hypocrite (hall perifli," Prmi. xi. 7. 
irGcd be true to bis word. And hadil thou not 
better, O finner ! 10 let the word convince thee 
now in time, and let go thy fallc and fclf-delading 
hopes, than have death too late to open thine 
eyes, and find thyfelf in hell before then art aware } 

'I fiiould be a falCe and faithlefs fhephcrd, if f 
fliould not tell yon, that yon, who have built yrw 
hopes upon no better grounds than thefe before 
mentioned, are yet in your fins. Let your co»- 
fcience fpealc ; What is it that you have to plea4 
for yoarfelves? Is it that you wear Chrift's liveryf 
that you bear his name I that you are of the mfi- 
ble church ? that you have knowWge in the points 
of religion, are civilized, perform religions duties, 
are jult in your dealings, have been troubled In 
confcience for youf fins ? I tell you from the Lord, 
tbefe pleas will never be accepted at God's ban 
All this, though gooS in itfelf, will not proire yoa 
converted, and fo will not fufiice to your falvatton. 
O! look about ye, and bethink yonrfelves of mnt- 
ing fpeedily and foundly. Set to praying and m 
reading, and ftudying your own heans ; t«ft not 
till G(3 hath made thorough work with you, foryc 
mutt be other men, or elfe ye are loll men. 

Bat if thefe be fhort of conrerfion, whatflial!' 
I fay of the profane finner I It may be, he wiB 
fcarce caA his eye, or ]ind his ear tp diis difcourfe; 
but if there be any luch reading, or within hear- 
ing, he tnuft know from the Lord that made him, 
tbat he is far from the lungdom of God. May k 
nan be civilized, and not concerted : where ibek 
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IhaS the dmnlcard and glutton appear ? May h 
m^ keep company with the wife virgins, and yet 
be fliut out ; fliall not " a companion of fools much 
"more be deilroyedJ" Pnii. j^i. lO. May a 
nan be true and juft in his dealings, and yet not be 
juttified of God / what then will beconie of thee, 
O wretched man ! whole confcience telle thee thoa 
Mt falfe in thy trade, and falle of thy word, and 
makcA thy advantage by a lylhg tongue i If men 
. May be enlightened, and brought to the perform- 
ance of holy duties, and yet go down to perdition 
for reSing in them, And titling down on this fide 
of conveifion ; what will become of you, O mife- 
nble families ! that live without God in the 
world P and of yon, O wretched finners ! with 
whom God is fcarce in all your thoughts ; that arc 
£> ignorant that you cannot, or fb carelefs, 'that 
you will not pray i O repent and be converted ; 
" break off y#ur fins by rjgtjceouinefs ;" away lo 
Chriit for pardoning; and renewing grace ; girc 
np yourfelves to him, to walk with him in hoUr 
nefs, or clfe yoiifiiall never fee God. O that you 
would cake the warcings of God 1 In bis name I 
once more admonilh you : " Turn you at my ret 
•• proof," Prev. i. ij, Forfake the foolifli, and 
" live," Pnrv. Jx. 6. " Be fober, righteous, 
" ffodly," Til. ii. iz- *' Walh your hands, ye 
« finner*; purify your hearts, ye double-minded," 
^mts iv. 8. " Ceafe to do evil ; learn to da 
•• well," }/a, i. l6, 17. " But if yoij (yill on^ 
" you muft die," Eait.xxxia, 11. 
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Shewing fafitiiitly 'what cohversiOh ti. 

I May not leave yon with yo* eyes half open, ^ 
he ihac "faw.meo as trees walking, Mmrk 
viii. 24 Tne ward is " profiles lor duArinei 
'.' as well as reproof?' a fim. iil. 16. And there- 
fore having thus far conduAed yoa by the fiielvei 
gnd rocks of fo laxny dangeroui miAaket, 1 wouU 
guide you M length iiiio the harbour of truth. 

Converfion then, in (hurt, lies in the chnmigk 
chan^ both of the heart and life 1 I flult briefl/ 
^defcnbe it in iu mature and caufeg. 

I. '• The Author is the Spirit of God," and 
therefore it is called " the fanflificaiioD of the 
•' Sprit," % Thtff, ii. 13. and " the renewing of 
f the Ho!) Ghoft," Tii. iii. 5 . j yet not excladine 
the other peifonj in the Trinity : For the Apof£ 
teacheth us to blefa " the Father of our Lord 
'.' Jefos Chrift, f« that he hath begotten us again," 
\ P.t. 1. J. ; " and ChriA is f^ to give repent- 
" nnce unto Ifrtel," jISi v. '^t. and ia called 
" the Everlafting Father," 2/h. ix. 6. and we hi* - 
feed, and " the children which God hath given 
f him," Hti. ii. 13. ITa- Bi. 10. O bleffed birth ! 
the whole Trinity fathers the new creature r YeC 
this worfe u principally afcribed to the Holy Ghofl. 
^nd fo wc areTaid to be ■' bora of the Spiriti'* 
Join iii. 3. _ 

So then it is a work above man'i power : "W* 
" are bom, not of the will of die fleih, nor of Jm 
----- ^^ 



V aijl of man, but of God," Jebm i.. 
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tlutilc thou canft comeK thyfelf; if ever tliou . 
wouldeft be favingly converted, thou inuil deTpiUT 
of doiag it in thy own l^reugtli. It is^i. rtianct- 
ttoB froo) the deal). Rtv. xx. c. ^^.H.i.] « 
new creation, Gai. vi. rj. ; Efb. ii. i«.; 3 worlc 
of abfblate Omnipotence, Epi. iig. Are thde 
out of the reach of human power? If thou hall no 
more than thou hadll by thy firft birth, a good na- 
ture, ameekandchaile tempv, &c. iHouarc a vet7 
ilranger to true cooveifitw : 1'hii ii a fupemator^ 
work. 

z. " The moving cauTe is internil or extemsl, 
■' The internal laover n only free grace." Not 
■* by works of righteoufnef* which we have done^ 
" but of his own mercy he fav«d us, and by the 
" TCRewing of thC: Holy Ghoft," Tiiat iii. 5. 
" Of hi? own will begat he us," ymn'i i. 1 8. We 
are chofen and called rni/g lanft:licaiion &ot_;^ it) 
£fi, i. 4. How afiedlionatcly doth Peter bft up 
.his hands! " Bleffed be the God and Father of our 
" Lord Jefusi who of his abundant mercy bath 
" begotten tia again,'.' 1 Per. i, 3. How feeling- 
ly dolh Paul magnify the free tnercy of God in it ! 
•' God who is rich' in mercy, for his great love' 
" wherewith he loved us, hath quickened us to- 
" geiher with Chrift; by grace ye are faved," 
£/,h ii. 4, 5. 

<' The extetnal mover u the merit and inter- 
•* ceflion of the blefled jefos." He bath ob- 
'f tained gifts for the rebellious," P,a/» rxviii. 18. ; 
and through him it is that Gad worketb in at what 
M well-pleafing in his fight, Htt. x\i\. 21. Thro' 
him are tH fpitictui biedings baftowcd Bpon us la 
B 3 Coiv'L' 
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heavenly things, Efb. i. 3. He interceded ior the 
eleS that believed not. Jabn xvii. 20, Every 
convert is the A-uitof hit travail, J/a. liii. 11. O 
never wa* infant born into the world with that dif- 
ficulty thahCbrift endured for us! How empha- 
tically he ^roaneth in hit travail 1 All the ^ni 
that he (affaeA on his crofi, they were our birth- 
pains, ^^fii. 24. n}t>*t, the pulls and throwi 
that Chrilt endured for us. He v made faii£KG< 
cation to ui, ■ Ctr. i. jo. He fanftified himfclf, 
(that it, let- apart hintfelf at' a facnfice] that we 
may be fanftibed, ^e^ xvii. 19. "Wearefanc- 
" tified through the offering. of his body once Ibr 
" all," H,6. X. ic. ^ . 

3. " The inftrnincnt is either perfonal or real." 
The perfonal is the miniltry. " I have begotten - 
"you in Chrill, thro' the gofpel, 1 C»r. iv. 15. 
Chrtft't minifters are they that' are Tent to open 
tnen't eyes, and to turn them to God, Adixxvi, 18. 

*' The inftrumeni real is the word," We were 
begotten by tne wurd of triltb ; this is it that en- 
lightens the eye, that converteth the foul, P/aim 
xix. 7, 3 i thai maketh wife to lalvation, z Tm. 
iii ij. Tbis is the incorruptible feed, by which 
we ate born again, 1 Fit. i. 23. If we are 
waftied, it is by the word, Efik, to. If we are 
fardified, it is through the truth, Jetn xviL_ 17. 
th't generatet faith, and regenetates ns, Rta. X. 
17. 7'^'i- 18. _ 

O ye fainu, how Ihonid you love the word ! for 
by thit ye have been converted. O ye finneri, , 
bow Ibould ynu ply the word 1 for by this you 
mnft be convened ; no other ordinary meant but 
thit. You [hu have felt iu tcnewine power. 
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make much ofii while you live, be for ever thank- 
fa\ for it ; tie it aboot your necks, wHm it upon 
your haads, lay it in your boroms, Prev. vi. 21, 
2Z, When you go, lee it lead you; when you 
,ileep, let it keep you ; when yoa nafce, let it talk 
with yoa. Say with holy David, " I will never 
" forget thy precepo, for with them thou iisft 
" guickened me,'' P/alm vdx. 9J. Yoa that are 
Dnconverted, read the word with diligence, flock to 
it where powetfdiy preached ; till the porches ai 
the multitude of the impotent, blind, halt, wichdEt 
cd, waiting for the moving of the water, Jain 
Y. 3. Pray for the domirg of the Spirit in the 
word: Come off thy knees to thefermon, and 
come to thy knees from the fermon : The feed 
doth not profper, bccaufe not watered by prayers 
and tears, nor covered by meditatitin, 

4. "The Gnat caufe is man's falvation, and 
" God's glory." We are chofen through fab£li- 
fication to falvation, z 7^. ii. 13.; called, that 
we might be gkirified, Rem.ym. 30.; bat efpe- 
cially that God might be glorified, I/a. Iz. 21. 
that we woold fliew forth his praife, \ Ftt. u. 9. 
ind be fruitful in - good works, Co/, i. 10. O. 
Chiiftian ! do not ibrget the end of thy calling ; 
let thy light (hine. Mat, v. t6. let thy lamp burnt 
let thy friuti be good, and many, and in feafon, 
P/alm i. 3. let aU thy deflgns fall in God's, that 
he may be magnified in thee, ^^J. i. lO- 

5. " The fubjea is the eled finner, and that in 
" all his parts and powers, members and mind." 
Converfion it no repairing of the old buildiag ; 
bnt it takes all down, and erefls a new flrufhire : 
It is not the putting in a patch, or Iswing on & 
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lill of holinefs, but, with the true convert, holinds 
i] 'woven iftio ^11 fiia powert, prinaples, and prac- 
tice. The Jiucece Ctiiinian b quite a new fabric, 
from the foiinitatuin la the lop-flone all new. He 
19 a new man, Efb. iv. 34. a Dew. creature. . " All 
" things are become new," zCor.v.iy. Convet.'' 
fion ia a deep work, a heart-work, A^s ii. 37. and 
vt. 14.; it lurntall uplidedown, andmakesa man 
' be in a new World, ti goes throughout with fnen j 
ihronghout the . mind, thfeughout the membetii 
tH'oughokii the motions of the whole life. 

I. *' Thronghoui the mind." It makes an uni- 
Tcr&l chiinge within. Firfl, it turns the balance 
of the judgment, fo that God and his glory do 
weigh down all carnal and worldly interell, ji^t 
XX. 24.' Piil. i- zo. F/ai. Ixxiii. 15. It. opens 
the eye of the mind, and makes the fcale* of iu 
native ignorance to fall oiT, and " turns men ftom 
"dafknefsto light," Afis %:ivi. i8. EpL iii. 8. 
1 Pti. ii. a. The man that before faw no danger 
in his condition, now concludes himfelf loft, and 
for ever urdone, ASsa. 37. except renewed by 
the power of grace. He that fovmerly thought 
there was little i;urt io fm. now comes co fee it to 
be the chief of evils ; He fees the unreafonablenefs, 
the unrtghitoufnefs, the defuriiiiiy, and filthinefs 
that i« in fi;' ; fo that he is af^Vighied with it, lotbe« 
ii, dreads t:, flies it, and even abhors himfclffor 
it, fl«B. vii. 18. Jchj&L 6. £aai. xxxvi. 31. 

Now, according to this new )ig)>i, the man is 
of another mind, another jndgmem than before he 
was : now God is all with him, h« hath none " in 
"heaven or on earth like him," Pfai, \iaiiii. 2^. 
^ prefers him truly before aJJ the world ; iiin 
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Ibtodi IB his life ; the light of hi« countenance it 
Borc than corn, or wine and cnl, the gocd that 
formerly he inqoirnl after, and fet his hean upon* 
P/ai. iv. 6, 7. This ii the convert'* voice i 
" The Lord is ray portion, faith my foul : Whom 
*■ have 1 in heaven, but thee ? And there is none 
" upon earth that £ delire befidea thee. God i* 
■* the ftrength of my heart, and my portion fi>r 
" e»er," P/mi. Ixxiii. 25, 26. Lam. iii. 14. 

Secondly, " It turns the biat of the will, both 
••»» 10 means and end." 1, "The inten- 
*' tions of the will are altered," Exti, xxxvi. 16. 
yir. lucvi. 33. I/aiab xxv'l. 8,0. Now the man 
luth new ends aed defigns i Now he intend* 
God above all, and defires and dcfignt nothing in 
all the world fo much, m that Chrill may bi mag- 
mfied in him, PW. i. 30. He counu himfelf 
nore happy in this, than in all that the earth conld 
yield, that he may be ferviceable to Chrill, and 
bring 'him glory in his generation. This is the 
mark be aims at, that the name of Jefus may bs 
great in the world ; and that all the fiieaves of his 
brethren may bow to his ft[eaf, Gia. xxxv'u. 7. 

Reader, Doft than view this, and never aOc 
Ayfelf, whether it be thus with thee i Paufc a 
while, and breathe on this great concernment. 

X. " The eleftion is alfo changed," fo that he 
dioofetb another way. P/al. cxix, 15. He pitch- ' 
<th upon God at his UelTednefs, and upon Chrift 
as the prindpal, and holinefs, as the fubordinate 
Beans to bring hira to God, ysba xiv. 6. Ram. ii. 7, 
He dioofeth Jefqs for his Lord, CeL ii. $. He ii 
. not^mercly forced into Chtift by the Oonn, nof 
I doth he ulcc Cbrill fo[ bare necclSty ; but bs 
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deliberately rerolves ihat C^riit U his beft cfidU) 
Pbil. i. 13. ; and would rather have him to chocfe 
than all the good of this world, might he enjoy it 
while he would. Agiin, He loicet bcUnela for 
his path ; he dolh not uf mere neceflity fubmit to 
it, but he likes and loves it ; "I have tb.yia the 
" way of thy precepts," P/al. cxix. 173. Hetakei 
God's tclUmonies, not a* his boiKt^ge, but as hi* 
heritage, yea, heritage ff>T ever, -vtr. 111. H« 
counts them not his burthen, but his bliii ; not hit 
'cords, but his cordials, i jihn v. 3. P/.-.i. cxix. 
14, 16, 17. He doth n(>( only bear, buc takes up 
Chrift's yoke. Hi- takes not holinefs as the &a- 
ma<.h doth the lathed potion, which il will down 
with rather than die, but as the hungry dotu bii 
beloved food. No time paffi^th fo fweetly with 
him (when he u himfelt) a* that he fperds ii' the 
exercifes of botine(s ; theie are both his aliment, 
and element, the dcfire of hit eyes, and the joy of 
his heart, ^oi ;(xiii. ij. I'Jal cxix 8»»lii, l6», 
174, and Ixiii. ;. Put thy conlcience to it at 
thuu goeft, whether thou an the man ; O happy 
man, if this be thy cafel But fee ibou be thoroagh 
and impartial in the fearch. 

ThiivJIy, '■ It turns the bent of the af&£|joiw," 
3 Cor. vii. 1 1 . TheTe run all in a new chanoel : 
the Jord?.n if driven b.Lck, and the water riiBi up- 
ward, a^ainlt its natural coutfe. 

Chrift is his befi, I Tim. i. I. thia is his pri*t, 
Phil. iti. &■ ; here his rye is, here hifl heart is. He 
is contented to call all overboard (ai the mtr- 
chant in the florm ready to perilh) fo he may but 
Jceep this jewel. 

Xiw £f il of his Jijim is not after gold, bat 
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grace, Pbii. iii. ii. He hangers after it, he leelu 
it as iilrer, he digs for it u for hid ceafpre ; lie 
had nther be gracioui than be great j he had 
rather be the holiell man od earth, rhan the moll 
learned, "the moll famous, the mail profperoas. 
While carnal, he <«d, O ! if I tnre but in great 
eAeein, snd roll A in wealcn, and fwimmed in 
plealure ; if my debts were paid, and 1 and mine 
provided for, then 1 iivere a happy nan. But 
now the tone is changed : O! faith the convert, if 
I had bat my corruptions fubdued, if I had fuch 
meafares of grace, luch felUiwlbip with God, tho* 
I ivere poor and dffpifed, I fhaald not care, I 
fhoQid account ni^rett a bletTed man. Reader, is 
this the I.inguaga of thy foul ? 

MWJ^i are changed. He rejdceth in the ways 
of God's leltimonies, as much as in atl riches, 
fja/. cxix. I4, He " delights in the law of the 
" Lord;" he haih no fuch joy as in the thoughts of 
CfariA, the froition of his companyj the protperity 
of his people. 

His earn are quite alteced, he was once fet for 
the vrorld, and any fcraps of by-time were enough 
for hU fonl. Now " he gives over caring for the 
*' aAn,'' and feis his heart on the kingdom : now 
all the cry is, " Whatlhall i do to be faved ?" 
tai xvi. jcj. His great roHutiide is how tofecuro 
his Ibal : O, how he would btefs you, if you could 
pot him out of doutit of this ! 

His /tari take another torn, Hei. xi, a;, 27. 
Ooce he was afraid of nothine; fa much a; the lufs 
of his eflate or efteem, the pleafure of friends, tw- 
the frowns of tJie great; nothing founded fo lerii- 
Ue to hin, as paia, or poverry, or difg'»^ J "^^ 



■Jide are little to him, in cDiDparifon of GfxA 
dilhonopr or diTpleafure. How warily doth he 
walk, left he IhouU tread npan a fnare ! He fearetk 
always, he looks before and behind ; he hath hg 
eye upon his heart, and is often calling it over his 
Aionlder, left he Ihoutd be overtaken with fin, 
t/^. xxxix. I. Pr™. xxviii. 14. Etd'/. ii. 14. It 
kdb his heart to think of lofing God's favour, thla 
he dreads 39 his only undoing. P/al. Ii. 1 1, iz. and 
cxix. 8. No thought in the world doth pinch fai» 
«nd pain him fo much, as to think of parting mtK 
Chria. 

Hi* lime runs a new conrfe. " My love uiaa 
"crucified," faith Ignatius; that is, my Chrilt. 
•' This is my bdoved," faith the fpoufe. Cant. r. 
.16. How doth AuguIUne often pour ou^his \qvc 
upon Cbrift i " O eternal bleflcdnefs," fec^-He 
can find i>o worda fweet enough 1 " Let me fee 
" ihee, light af mine eyes ! Come, O thou joy 
•' of my Spirit. Lee me beholfl thee, O Efe of my 
" foul ! Appear unto me, O my great delight, mjr 
" fwee I comfort ! O my God, my life, and, the 
" whole glory of my foul, Let me find thee, O 
' " defire nf my heart. Let me hold thee, O love 
" of my foul. Let me embrace thee, O heavenly 
" bridegroom. Let me pofiefs thee t". 

His forrviui have now a new vent, 3 Cer. vit. 
^ 10. The view of his fins, the fight of a Chrift 
o^cified, that would fcarce llir him before, now 
how much do they affeA his heart ! 

Hia hatrtd faoils, his anger burns againft fin, 
Tftdta cxix. 104- He hath no pdtience with him- 
self; he calls himfelf fool, and thinks any name 
too good for himfelf, when hia indignation is l&r» 
red up againftitn, tfikt IxxiU. if. FTtv, ipxx. 3. 
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''Commune wiih thy own heart," and attend 
the common and general current of ihire sfFefiioitf 
whether ii be towards God in Chrilt, above all o- 
ther concernments. Indeed, fudden and Urong 
commotions of the aScftiooi and fanfiitve parts, 
sre often found in hypocrites, efpccUly where 
die natural inclination leads theiennto : , apd con- 
trary-wifet the fanAified themfelv; s are mar-y times 
witfaoDC TenEUe ftirnn^ of the affefbons, wliers 
the tetnper it more Qow, dry; and du'l. The 
meat inquiry is, whether the judgm;' t and will 
Ee Assdily determined for God, above all other 
good, real, or apparent and if the afiefliona 
' do hncerely follow their choice and conduA, 
though it be not fo flrOngly and fenfibly a« is to be 
defired, there is no doubt but the change is jiiving. 

X. " Throughout the members." Thole that 
were before ihr irttruments of fin, are now be- 
come the holy utenfils of Chrift'i living temple, 
Xtm. vi, i& I Cor. iii. 16. The <><, that waa 
once a wandering eye, a wanton eye, a haughty 
Mid covetoua eye, is now employed, aj Mary's, 
in weeping over iu fins, Lxie vii. 38. in behold- 
ing God in his works, 'P/alm viii. 3. in reading 
his word, jfSi viii. 30, in- looking up and down 
for obje£U of mercy, and oppoftnnitics for hii fer-> 
vice. 

The lar, that was once Open to Satan's call, 
and that, like a vitiated palate, did relilh nothing, 
fo much as filth, or at lead frothy talk, and the 
fool's laughter, is now bored to the door of 
Chrift's houft, and open to his difcipliue : it faidi 
" Speak Lord, for thy ferrant heueth ;" an4 
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waits for hjia words as die rain, and rdi&etk then 
more than the appointed food, Jg/, xxai. iz. 
"than the honey and the honey-comb." P/gJm 
xix. [o. , 

The ittu/, that wa» the fliop of worldly defigns, 
a BOW filled with other matters, and fet on the Ita- " 
dy of God's will, />/» i. z, «nd cxix. 97. The, 
thoughts and cares that fill it, are. principally how, ■ 
he may pleafe God, and f^e fin, 
/ His bean, thai waa full of filthy lufig, is now 
become an altar of incenfe, where the fire of di- 
vine love is ever kept in ; and whence the daily 
Sacrifice of prayer and praifc, and the fweet in- 
cenfe of holy defires, tjaculations, and afpirauons, 
are continually afcendlng, P^alni cvu. 1. and CJtix. 
20> and cxixix. 17, iS. 

The mtulb is become a wtU of life, his lengae a» 
choice Giver, and hia lip teed many, now the fait 
of grace hath feafdoed hii fpeech, and eat out the 
corruption, CeJ, iv. 6. and cleanfed the mouth 
from its filthy communication. Battery, boalHrg, 
hing, fwearing, back-biiing, that once came like 
flalhes from ilw hd! that was in the heatt, Jaait 
ui. 6, 7. . • 

The tlrrtat, that wu ooce " an open fepul- 
«chr«," Rtm,ni, ij. now fends forth the fweet 
breath of prayer and holy difccurie, and the man 
^lealu in another tongue, in the language of Ca- 
Bkan, and is never fo well as when talking of God 
and Chrift, and the maiters of another world. His 
mouth bringeth wifdom, his tongue is become the 
Slvcr trumpet of his Maker's praife, his gtory, 
Ifid the bea member that he hatii. 

■ ■ • i; i 
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Now here yon fliall have the hypocrite halting : 
He fpeaks, it may belitce an angel, but he hath a 
covetom eye, or the gain of unrighteoufnert in his 
hand ; or the hsnd h white, but hia heattia fall of 
rottennefa. Mat. xxiii. 17.;. full of uinnorcifif^ 
cares, a very oven of luft, a fhop r^ pride, the 
feat of malice. It may be, witii Nebschadnes- 
fi^r's image, he hath a ^al^ b*ad, a great deal 
of knowledge; bat he haih feet of da}, hii >iSec- 
tiona are worldly, he mind* earthly thingi, and 
hi* way and walk are fenfad and carnal : yuu may 
trace him in hi) fecret haanis, and hit footftcpi 
will be found in fome bye-paths of fin ; the work 
n not throughout with hinu 

3. <■ Throughout the numons, or the life Mi4 
•■ praCUce." The new man take* a new couHet 
Efb. u> t, 3< " his conrerfetion is in heaven," 
Tbil. Jii. 10. No iboMr doth Chrift call by ef- 
fe^al gc^^i ^^^ li^ Araigfatway becomes a fol- 
lower of him. Ma. ir. 20. When God hath gi- 
ven the new heart, and wrote his law in his miiid, 
he forthwith walks in his ilatutes, aed kecpj hif 
judgments, E^. xxxTt. z6. 37. ' 

Though fin may be »i> him, yet it " hath no 
" more dominion tVir hiirt," Jtait. vi, 7, 14. 
*' \tt haih his firoit unto hoUnefs," chap. f\. 2Z. 
And tboiwh he makes many a blot, yet the law of 
life, and ^as, is what he eyes as his copy, Pjulnt 
Cxix. 3d, Hck xii. 3. ; and Iw hath an unfeigned 
idpeu to all God's commandments, making con- 
fcience even of little fins and little duties, P/afai 
cjtix, 1 1 J. His very infirm-tiei are his foul's bur- 
^n, and are liks the duit in a man's eye, which 
C a 
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though but little, yet is not a little troublefome, 
(O mail ! doit ihou read thb, and never turn 
in apon thy foul by rc!f-ex:imih3tion }) The fin- 
cere convert ii not one man at chorcb, and ano- 
ther at home ; be is not a T^int on his knees, and 
a cheat in his Ihop ; he. it/ill not lithe mint and 
tummin, and negleft "mercy and jadgmentr and 
" the weightier maiters of the law ;" he doth not 
pretend piety, and neglrfi morality. Mat. xxiii. 
14; but he turne'-h from a)l his fins, and keep* all 
God'a fiatutes, E^i. xviii, 31. thcugh not per- 
fectly, except in dcfire and endeavour, yet fin- . 
cerely; not al]owl:g himfelf in the breach of any, 
Rbm. vii. 15. Now he delight* in the word, and 
lets himfelf to prayer, and opens )ut hand, and 
draws out hi* Ibul to the hungry. Rem. vii. 22. 
P/al/HciXt^ I/a, Ivm. to. " He breat;eth o9* 
" his (ina by righteoufnefs, and hifini^uitiet by 
" fiiewing mercy to the pmr, Z>iinu/ iv. zj. and 
" hath a good confcience, willing in all thingt 
" to live honeftly," hei. xiii. iS. and to keep 
without oiTencE towards God and man. 

Here again you find the unfoundreft of many 
profeffori, that takf themfelves for good Chrifti- 
ana. They are partial in the law, Mai. ii. 9-.anll 
take up with the chiefaod eafy duties bf religiont 
but go not through with the work : They are at a 
cake not turned. It may be yon (hall have them 
cxafl in their words, purftual in their dealings, 
hot then they do not enercife themfelves unto god- 
linefs ; and for examining themfelves, and go- 
verning their hearts, to this they are ftrangeri. 
You may have them duly at chuiciif but follow 
them to their families, tnd then you fiutU fee (if* 
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de bat the wiH-ld m'mded ; or if they have a road 
for family dudMi follow them to their clofets, and 
there yoa fhall find their fouls are litcle looked af- 
ter. It may be .they feem otherwife rcligioua, 
but bridle not their tongus, and lb all [heir reli- 
gion is vain, yamit i. (6. It may be they come 
ap to ch^ and family prayer : but follow them 
to their Ihops, and there you mall ^nd them in a 
trade of lyin^, or foro^ covert and cleanly way of 
deceit. Thua the hypocrite goei throughout im 
the coQrfe of "hi* obedience.^ And thus tnoch for 
the fttbjefl of Coavtr^mr. 

6. " The tem^ axe either /ivm -whitb, tx ta 

I . " The term! from which we turn in this tno- 
•' tion of CoDverfion. are fin, Satan, the world. 
f* and our own righteoofiiefj." 

Firft, Sin. When a man \i converted, he is for 
ever out with fin ; yea, with all fin, PJalM cxix. 
128- B"! ^°^ ^^ ^' '^^ hij own fins, and dbe- 
raally with his bofom fin, Pfoim xviii. zj. Sia 
is now the hatt of his indignation, z Car. vii, 1 1. 
thjrllt to bathe hif haodt in the blood of hia fim, 
itis flnt fet hit ibrrowi abroach: It is fin that 
pierces him and wounds falm ; he feels it like a 
thorn in his lide, like a prick in his eye ; he 
groans and ftruggles under it, and not formally, 
Ent feeUngty cries out, •wriuhi^ m»n ! He b 
not impatient of any burden fo much as of his fio, 
P/iJa t1. 12. If God fhould give htm his chcace, 
he would choofe any affliffion, fo he might be rid 
offm: he feels it like [he cutting gravel |n his 
ibocs, pricking a&d paining lum as he goes. 
C 3 
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Before convcrfion he had light thoughu of fin | 
lie cheriflied it in his boloro, as Unali his lamb j 
"be noarifbed it up, and it grew up together 
" with him ; it did eat as It were of his own meat, 
*' and drank of his own cop, pnd lay in his bo- 
" fom, and was unto him as a daughter." But 
when God opens his eyes by conveffior, he throws 
itaway with abhorrence, Ifn, jouc. 32. When a m»n 
u &ving]y changed, he is not only deeply convin- 
ced (if the danger, but defilement pt fin ; and O, 
how earneft is he with God to be purified ! He 
lothes himfelf lor his fms, Ezii. xx:n'i. 31. Hq 
runs to shrill, and " cafts himfelf into the foon- 
'f tain for fin and for uncleannefa," Zaci. xiii- I • 

The found convert is hearuly engaged againft 
Ho, he Itru^glrs with it, he wars againft it ; he it 
too often foiled, but he wili never yield thr caufe, 
nor lay down his ueapoos, but he will up and ton 
again, while he ha» breath in his body. He can 
forgive his other enemies, he can pity them, an<l 
pray for them, /f<3( vii 60 ; but here he is im- 
placable, here Ec is fit upon revenge: his eye (hal) 
not pity, his hand Ihall <'0i fpare, chough it be a 
right hand or a right eye. Be it a gainful fin, 
Jnoil delightful to his nature, or fupport to his e- 
ileem with carnal friends, y« he will rather throw 
awfry his gain, fee hii credit fall, or the flower of 
pleafure wither in his hard, than he will allow 
himfelf in any known way of fin, Lait XX. 8. 
He will grant no indulgfnce, he will give' tiii tole- 
ration, he draws upon fin wbfrever he meets it, 
^d Irowns upon it with this unnekome falute^ 
" Have I foi:nd thee, O mine e:iemy !'' 

Reader, Haih confdpnce been ^t work whtlft 
thou haft b«i) ioqiaag over thclii Imea f tbS t^ 
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^ pondered thefe things *n Ay heart t Hall ilmtj 
iearched the book ivithin, to fee if ihefe tbingi 
be lb? Ifnoti read it again, and make thy con- 
fdcnce fpeak. whether or no it be thus with thee. 

Haft thon " cTitciiied thy flelh with* iit i,Si&Kias 
f aad lufls;" and not only confefled, but fbrfaken 
rfiyfins? AH fin in thy ferKnt deitres, and tbo 
ordinarj praAice of every deliberate and wilAil £r 
in thy life} If not, thou art yet unconverted. 

Secondly, iWttn, Converiion "bindi ike ftrong 
*' man, fpcuU him of his armour, cafti out Iiis 
" goods, and tonu men from the power of Sa- 
" tan unto God," ^ai itxvi, jS. Before, the 
devil could nofooner hoM up h's finger to the tin- 
ner to call him to hia wicked cui^ilny, finful 
games, filthy delights ; but prefently he followed, 
" like an 01 "to the flaugkier, and- a fbol to the 
'' correAion of the flocks ; pa a bird that haftecit 
" to the piey, and k"Oweth not that it is for hia 
" fife." ' Biit whe|i he is converted, he frrvea a- 
notber mailer, and t^iies quite another courfc, i 
Pit.iv. 4.; he goes a^d comes at Ch 'ill's beck, 
pei. iii. 24.. Satan ihay fometimei catch his foot 
in a trap, bui he will no longer be a willing cap- ■ 
tive : He watches agaiT>ft the fnares and baits of 
Satan, and ftudie* to be acquainted wiih his divi- 
ces : He is very fufpiciou) of hii plots, and is very 
Jealous in what comei athwart him, left Satan 
fhould nave fumf defign apon him : He "wre^a 
" aganfl principalities and pciwers," Epb. v'. la, 
he entirruins the melTenger of Saiflii as mtn do 
ihe mefftnger of drath ; he keeps his eye u^.oii hii 
enemy, i Pet- v. 8. and watches in his duties, left 
'^uan flibuld put in his foot. 
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Thirdly, tht iimi^. ^fore a ibtuui fajth % 
man is overcome of the world ; either he bows 
I down to Maminon, or idolizes his reptucation, or 
13 a " lover of pleafure, more than a lover %i 
" God," 2 TVm. iii. 4- Here js the root of man'^ 
mifery by the fall, hs is turned afide to the crea- 
ture inftcad of Godi and gives that efleem, confi- 
dence, and aJFeftion to the creature, that ii due to 
him alone, Ram. U 15. Mal.x. 37. prov. xviii> 
II. 7o-.xvii. 5, . ' 

But converting grace feta HI in order again, 
and puts God on the throne, and the world at hU 
footltool, P/aiii Ixxiii. 2^. Chrift in the h«artf 
" and the world under his feet, Efi. ii. 17. Rtv. 
K\i, I. So Paul, " I am crucified to the world, 
and the world to me," Gal. vi, 14. Before ihi^ 
change, all the cry wt^ " Who will fhew us any 
" worldly good?" But now he fings another, tune, 
" Lord, lin thou op the lighi of thy countenance 
>' upon me," and let who will take the corn and 
wine, i^wiv. 6, 7. Before, his heart's delight 
and content wai in the world ; then theTong wasi 
" Soul ta)te thine e^fe ; eat, drink, &nd be merry ; 
" thou haft moch goods laid np for many years :" 
But now all this is withered, and " there it no 
" comelinels that lie fhoud defire it;" and he 
tDDss up with the fweet pfalmift of Ifrael, ■< The 
■' LoF<fi> the portion of my inheritance : The tines 
" are f^^Hen to me in A fair place, and I have s 
•« goodly heritage." He bleffeih him'elf, and 
boaftelh himfelf in God, PJalaxxiOM. 2. Lam. 
iii, 24. ; nothing elfe can give him content. He 
hath written •vaniij and •otxatiim upon all his world- 
ly enjoyments, £rf/, i. 2,j and /^ and dbvf e/» 
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«]1 liimian exceltendes, PiiL iiJ. y, 8. He hath 
life and immortality imw in chace, Jtim, ii. 7.— • 
He purfues gra^ ana glorj, and hath an incor- 
rnpuble crown in purfiut, 1 Cur, ix. 25. Hif 
heatt is fet in him to feek the Lord, i Chroa, xjai. 
i^. and a CbroK. xv. 1;. He " firft feekt the 
f kingdom of heaven and the righteouGiefj cherCf 
"/of;" and religion ij no longer a matter by the 
bye with him, but the mun of his care, Mai. vi. 
3j. P/alm xxtW. +■ . ' . 

Well then, paufe a ktcle, and look wiihin : 
Doth not thia ni-arly concern thee ? Thou pre- 
tendeft for Chrift, bpt doih not the world iway 
thee ? Doft not thou take more real delight and 
cmtent in the woiid, than in him ? pofl thou not 
£nd thyfelf better at eifc when the world goe< to 
thy mind, and thou art encompalTed with caraal 
delights, than when retired to prayer and medir 
taiion in the'clofet, or attemling upon God's word 
and worlhipl No furer evidence of an unconvert- ■ 
ed Rate, thvi to have the things of the world ttp? 
peimoft in oiit aim, love,' and ellitnation, "Jabw li. 
15. Jtami iv. 4. 

Wjth the foijnd convert Chrift hath the fupre- 
inacy. Plow dear ia his name to him P How pre- 
cioQj is hii favour? Casr. i. 3. Pjalm xh 8,-— 
The name of Jefus is engraven upon his heart, 
Qal. iv. 19. and lies at a bundle of myrrh be- 
tween hie breafts, Cent, i. 13, 14> Honour is but 
air> and laughter is but madoelV, and Mammon if 
fellen, tike Dagon before the ark, with hands 
and head broken dS on the thr^old, when once 
Chrift is favingly revealed. Here is the pearl of 
^reat price to the true convert, here ia his uea,-, 
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Aire' here is hope. Mat, xlii. 44, 4r. Thi) it 
his glory, " My beloved is mine, and I am his.'* 
Gal.vi. 14. Cant. ii. 16. O, it u Tweeter to him 
to be able to fay, Chrift h mine, than if he could 
lay, the kingdom is mine, the Indies are mine. , 
Fourthly, jout- fwn Tighueujniji. Before con- 
verfion, man feeks to cover himfelf wiih his own 
fig-leaves, Phil. iii. 6, 7. and to make himfelf 
whole with his own duties, Mic. vi. 6, y. He is 
apt to cruft in himfelf, Luii xvi, 1;. ami xviii. 9. 
and fet up'hii own righteoufnefs, and to rc^koa 
his counters for gold, and not fubmit to the righ- 
teoufnefs of GoOt Rim. X. 3- But converuoa' 
changes his mind, now he cads away hia own righ- 
teoulnefa as a filthy rag, Ifa. Ijriv. 6, Now he is 
brought CO poverty of fpiric. Malt. v. y complains 
of and condemns himfelf, R«a. vii. ; and all his 
invenKiry is " poor, and miferable, and wretched, 
•' and blind, and naked," Rtv. iii. 17. He'fee» 
a world of iniquity in his holy things, and calls 
his once idoliEed rigiiteoufnefs but filch and drofs, 
and would not for a thoufand worlds be found in 
himfelf, Phi. iii. 4, 7, 8, g. Hts finger is ever 
upon his fores, P/alm \\. ]. his lint, his wants. 
Now he begins cq fet a high price upon Chrift'j 
righteoufnefs ; he fees the need of a Chrift in eve- 
ry duty, to Juftify both his perfoa and performan- 
ces : He cannot live without him, he cannot pray 
without him : Chrift muft go wich him, or elfe he 
cannot come into the prefence of God ; he leans 
upon the hand of Chrift, and fo bows himfelf in' 
the houfe of his Gixl ; he feis himfelf down for a 
loft undone man wichout him ; his life is Hid and 
. grows in Chiil^ u the rpot of. a tree ^readj ifl 
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the eartli for Ibtbility and nutiimenc. Before, the 
Dcwi of Chrift was a Hale and faplefg thing ; bat 
now, how fweet is Clirift I The voice of tnt con- 
vert is, with the martyr, " None but Cltrift." 

The terms to which we turn are, 

Firfi.- To God the Father, Soe, and HcAr 
Ghoft. 

Stcamiij, To the laws, ordinances, and ways of 
Chrift., 

A man is never truly fan£Ufied, till hi) very 
lieart be in truth fet upon God above all thioga, 
as his pordon and chief good, Thefe are the na- 
tural breathings of a Believer's heart. " Thoo 
" art my portion," PJaim aox, 5.7. *• My feul " 
" fliall make her boaft in the Lord," P/alm xxxn. 
2. "My expeftation is from him j he only ij 
*' my rock and my falvation, he is my defence. 
•• In God is my falvation and glory ; the rock of 
■• my flrength, and mjr refuge is in God," PJaJm 
brii- 1,2. 5,7, andxviii. 1,2. 

Woold you pot it to an ifTue, whether you be 
converted or not ? Now lee thy foul and all that ia 
within thee attend: 

; Haft thoa uken God for thy hap|ureft? Where 
doih the content of thy heart lie i Whence doth 
thy cholceft comfort come in i Co.tpe then, and 
with Abraham, " lift up thine eyes eaflward and 
■* wel^A'a^d, and norUiward and fouthward," and 
call about thee; What ii it thou woaldeft have in 
heaven, or pn earth, to make, thee happy I If God 
fliould give thee thy choice, as he did to Solo- 
mon, or fhould fay to ihce, as Ahafuerus to Eft- 
lier, " What ia thy perition, and what is thy re- 
quett, and it (hall be granted to thee I EJih. \- 



^6 THE MATVItE 01^ COHVIRSiOH. 

J. What wouldefi thou aOc ? Go into the gw^( 
bf pleafnre,' and gather all fragrant flowers front 

■ thence, woulij thete content thee ? Goto the Irea- 
TurflH oF Mammon, rappofe thoa mighteft lade' 
thyfelf as heavy at thoa wooldeft from tbenix : 
Go to the towers, to the trophiu of honour ; what 
thitikelt thou of being a man of renown, and hav- 
ing a natne Hke the name of the great men of the 
earth } Would any of thefe, would all thefe fuffice 
thee, and make thee count thyfelf a happy man i 
If fo, then certain]/ thoii art carnal and uncon^ 
verted. If not, go farther { wade bto the divine 
excellencies, the (lore of his mercies, the hiding 
of his pawer> the depthi unfathomable of bis all- 
fufficiency; doth thie fuit thee bell and pleafe thee 
mofl^ Doll thou fay, "It is good to oe here ?" 
Mart. x*ii. 4. "Here will 1 pitch, here will I 
" live and die." Wilt thou let all the world g» 
father than thii ? Then it is well between God and 
thee. Happy art thai, O man, happy arc thou 
that ever thou wall bom ; if a God can Diake thee 
hippy, ihou muA needs be happy; for thou haft 
vouched the Lord to be thy God, Dtitt. xxri. iS. 
Doll thou fay to Chrift, as he to os, " Thy father 

. " fhall be my fither, artdthy God be my God?" 
yeinrxv. i6. Hefe is the turning point. An uil* 
found proteflbr never takes up tiis reft in God, 
but converting grace does the work, and fo cure* 
the fatal mifery of the fall, by turning the heart 
from its idol to the living God, i T'i'ff'. i. 9. 
Now, faya the lout, " Lord, whither 'fliijl I go f 
" Thou haft the words of eternal life," 7»A» vi. 
63. Here he centres, here he fettles : O, it u the 

cBtrance of heaven to him to fee liii iatetea ia 
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God. When he dircovers this, he {aiih, " Rnurn 
" uaco thy reft, O my fool, for the Lord hadi 
*' dealt bountifiitly with thee," P/a/m cxvi. 7. 
And u even ready to bre^e oat Simeon's' fong, 
" Lord, now lettell tho^ thy fervant depart in 
* *' peace," Luit a, 19. ; and faith with Jacob, 
when hi; old heart revived at the welcome lidiogt, 
" It » enoagh," Gin. xlv. zS. When he feeth be 
h^A i God IB' covenaDt to go to, " this is all his 
*' lalvation, sod all his defire," i Sam. xxiii. ;. 

Man, is this thy cafe? hafi thoo experienced 
this? why then " bleiTed arc thou of the Lordi" 
God hath be«n at work with thee,^ hath laid hold 
on thy heart by th* power of converting gracCi 
pr clfe thou ciuideH never have don£ ih«. 

The troe convert turns to Jefu3 Chrift, the only 
mediator hetween God atid ma.11, 1 Tin. ii< c. 
Hii wotlc ii to bring us to God, i Pti. lii. i S, He 
if the way to the Father, yein xiv, 6. the onJy ptenk 
on which we may efcape, the only door by whioh 
we may ciiterJ'a6H x. 9. as the anly'means oflifr, 
AS the only way, the ooly name given under hcarePi 
jiSs'vi. iz. He looks'not for Ulvation in any othtr 
but him, nor in ary other with him ; but throws 
himfelf on Chrift alone, a* one that Ihould caA htm- 
felfwitbarms fpread out upon the fea. 

" Here, faith the convinced finner, I will ves- 
" ture ; and if I peri{h, I perilh ; if I die, I will 
'* die here. But, Lord, fufer me not to perifti 
•• under the pitiful eye of thy itiercy.^— Inireat me 
" not to leave thee, or to turn away from foUotv- 
" ing after thee." Ruth. i. |&. Here I will throw 
myfelf :.if thou kick me, if thou kill me, I wiU 
not go from thy door, Jobxva. 15. 
D 
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Thus the poor foul doth venture on Chrift,. and 
rerolvedljr adheres to him. Befoie converiioD the 
man made light of Chrift; minded his farm, friends, 
merthandifc, more than Chriff, Mat. xxii. 5, { now 
Chrift is to him as hij neceflary food, his daily 
bread, the life of his heart, the ftaff of his life, G4. 
ii. 20. His ^reat deijgn is, that Chrill may be 
magnified in him, PhU. i. zo. His heart once faid, 

. as they to the fpoufe, " What is thy beloved more 
"than another?" Cant. v. 9. He found more 
fweetnef« in his merry company, nicked games, 
and earthly 'delights, than in Chrift. He took re- 
ligion for a fancy, and the talk of great enjoyment* 
ibr an idle dream; but now " to him to live is 
" Chrifl." He fets light by all that he accounted 
pKnoDs, " for the excellency of the knowledge of 
" Chrift," Fiti. iii. 8. 

All of Chrift is accepted by the lincere convert : 
He loves not only the wages, but the work of 
Chrift, Sim. vii. 11. t not only the benefits, but 

' the burden of Chrift : He is willing not only to 

.treid out the com, bnt to draw under the yoke : 
He takes up the commands of Chrift, yea, and the 
crofs of Chrift, Mm. id. 9. and xvi. 24. 

The nnlbund convert clofeth only by halves with 
Chrift: He is all for the falvation of Chrift. but 
he is not for lanflification ; he is for the privileges, 
bnt values not the perfwi of Chrift : He divides 
the officei and beodiu of Chrift. This is an error, 
tn Ax ^rrHwrf i- Who loveth life, let him he- 
wn* herrt rtiaan undoing miftakcof which you 
have been often warned, and yet none more com- 
mon. Jcfui is a fweet name, but men " love net 

ihe iMtd Jefu in liiKCrity/' Sfh, vi,. 24. They 
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will not have htm at God cSen, " to be ■ prince 
" and a ■Saviour," ASi r. 31. They divide what 
God hath jcnned, the king and the prieft : Yea, 
' they will not accept the talvatton of Chrifl u he in- 
tends it; they divide it here. Every man's vote, 
is for (aUatioa from fuiTering; bat they delire not 
to be faved from finning: They would have their 
lives raved, but witbal would have their lufis. Yea, 
many divide here again ; ihey wouM be content to 
bave fome of their fins dellroyed, but they cannot 
leave the lap of Se1ilab,or divorce ihe beloved He- 
rodiai. They cannot be cmicI to the right eye or 
light hand; the " Lord muA pardon tbetn in ihit 
" ihiog," z Kmgi V. 18. 

O be infinitely tender here, your foeli lie upon 
it. The found convert lake* a whole Chtift, ~and ' 
takes hin for all intents and purpofes, without ex^- 
ceptioni, withoai I invitations, without referves. He 
is wilHag to have Chrift, upon his own terms, apon 
any terms. He is willing to, have the dominion of 
Chrifl, as well as deliverance by ChriA. He (kith 
with Paul, "Lord, what wilt thou have me todof" 
^3i\x. 6- anything. Lord: He fends 3 blat\k to 
ChriJl, to let down his cwditions, ^Ss ii. 3^. and 
xwi. 30. 

c^^. He turns to the laws, ordinances, and x-ays 
of C^riH. The heart that was once fet 'agairft 
thefe, and cpul^ not endure the ftrianefs of ihefe 
bonds, thefeverity of thefa ways, now falls in love 
with them, and choofes them as tts rule and guide 
for ever, P/.tli' cxix. in, 1 m. 

Four things, I obferve, God doth work in every 
fo^nd convert, with reference to the laws and ways 
cf Chrift, by which you comc,to know your ftate. 
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if you will be fnthful to your own fools ; and there* 
fore keep your eyea upon your hearti as you go 
alOTg. 

■ fit " The judgment is brought to approve of 
" them, and {bbfcribe to them as moft righteous 
"God moA redbnable." P/a/>m cxix. ill, 1 18, 
137, 138. The mind b broii^t to like the ways 
ol'.God; and the corrupt prejudices that were 
once againfl thein> ss unreafonablc and intolerable', 
are now reraored: The nrderUanding aflents to 
them atli at " hblvijiilt, and good," Rom. vii. 11. 
How is David taken up with tite txceUencies of 
God's laws 1 How doth he expati;'te in their praife, 
both from their inherent qualities and admirable ef- 
ft&i\ Pfalm 3dx. 8.-10, Wf. 

zdly, " The defire of the heart is to know th« 
" whole mind of Chrift," Pjalmixa.. 124^1 izc< 
169. and XXV. 4,5, lie would not have one lin 
luidifcovered, nor be ignorant of one duty required. 
It is the natural and eamefl breathing of a fanAi- 
lied heart, " Lord, if there beany way of wicked- ■ 
" nef) ill me, do thou difcover it.— What I know 
" not, teach thoo me, and if I have done iniquity, 
" I will do it no more.'^The unfound convert is 
willingly ignorant, a P * '"• S- ■ 'oves not to come 
to the light, Jthii iii. 20. He is willing to Iwep 
fuch or fuch a iin, and therefore is loth 10 knolv k 
to be a Tin, and will not let in the light at that win- 
doiv. Now the gracious heart \t willing to know. 
the whole latitude and compafs of his Muker's law, 

Pfahn cxix. 18, 19, 27. 33. 64.68. 178. 124. Hb 

receives with all acception the word that convin- 
ceth him of any duty diat he knew not, or minded 
not bef(>re, or diJcovereth any fin that Jay hid bc< 
%re, PfglmKiox. 11. - - 
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gdly, " The free and refolved choiceof the wtH 
<* is determined for the ways of Chrift, before all 
'' the pleafjrcsoffiOjandprofperitiefl of the world," 
P/alm cxix. io3> 127. 162. His coniait is not ex- 
torted by fome extremity ofangaifh, nor is it only 
a. fudden and hafty refolve, but he ii deliberately 
{lurtKtfed, snd comes off freely to the choice', f/at, 
jcvii. 3. ani^ cxix. 50. Trtie, the AeOi will rebel, 
yet the prevuling part of his will b for Chrift's law 
and government, lb that he tskee them not np as . 
liis toil or burden, bat his blifs, 1 Jihn v. 3. P/ai. 
cxix. 60. 7*. WhHe the unfcnaified go in Chrift's 
ways as in chains and feiters, he doth it naturatly, 
f/al. xl. 8. ytr. XXXI. 33. ! and counts Chrift'slaws 
his liberty, P/aJm cxix. 31. 45- yatntt i. 15. He is 
wilUng in the beuides of hoUnefs, F/al. ex. 3. and 
hath this infeparable mark. " That he had rather 
•' (if ^e tnight hace bis choic^) live a ffrifl and 
" holy life, than the moll profperoas and flouriOi- 
« ing life in the worlcj," i Sam. x. z6. There 
went «ith ^anl a '' band of men whofe hearts God 
" had tonched.*' When God toucheth the hearn 
' of his chofen, they prefently foUoty Chrifl, Mat. 
iv. 2z. and (thongk drawnl do frCely run after 
him. Cant. i. 4. and willingly offer themfelves to 
the iervice of the Lord, a Cbren. xvii; 16. feekiog 
him with their whole defire, cbap.xv. 1;. Fear 
hath its life ; but this- is not the main fpring of mo- 
don with a fanftified heart. Chrift keeps not Ms ' 
fubje& in by (brce, but is King of a witling people. 
They are, through his grace, freely refolved for 
his fervice, and acvit out of choine, not' as fiavei, 
)jut as dw 1<H1 or fpoufe. fi<om a fpring of lore and 
D 3 vloojl,' 
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a by;il mind. In ■ vatd, the liws of Chrtil are 
tbe caureit's love, P/alni ^x. itg. i6j. 167. 
hit defire, ^ver. $■ >o., 107.; hit dcUght, inr. 77. ' 
91. 103. tii.143.; and oiiidDpal ftady, -u/r. 97. 
99. and Pjal^.i. x. 

4thlr> " The bent of hi) conrfe if direAed to 
" ke^ God's flataies," Pjal.txix.^.%. 167. 168. 
It is ' the d&ily care of his life to walk with God. 
He fecks greU thingi, he faath noble defigns, tho' 
he falls too fhort. He aim* at r.othing lefs than 
pcrfeflion; he defires it, hfc reaches after it; he 
would not reft in any ^tch of grace till he wcrs 
quite rid of Ha, and had perfefled holinefs, Ptii, 
iii. II. H. 

Here the hypocrite's rotteoncu may be difco* 
vered. He defires botinefs, as ooe well faid, only 
aa a bridge to heav«t, and imjoirct earreflly what 
is the leaft that wik ferve his cum ; and if he tart ■ 
get bat fo much as may bring him to heaven, this 
u all he Cflres for. But the found convert defirea 
bolincTs for holinefs' fake, P/al. cxix. 97. Mat. t. 6, 
and not only for heaveo's fak*. He would not be 
iadxfied.widiasmuclias might fave him from hell, 
bat dcfires the higheft pitch: Yet defires are not 
enough : What is thy way and thy conrfe ?. Is the 
drift and fcope of thy life aJteredf Is hoHnefs thy 
trade, and religion thy bufinefsf Rtm. v. iii. 1. 
Mm. XXV. i6.J'iil.l. to. If ttm, thoa arc thon of 
found converfiOn, 

Application. And i) this that we have de-. 
fcribed the cottvaftaa that is of ablblute neceffity 
to falvation? Then be inftirnwd, 1. Tliat •• flwit 
■' is the gate, atld narrow is ibe way that leadeth 
f 'unto lift." 3. That there "we but few that. 
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*' fiodit." j.Thatthfreisneedof^dmaepower 
favingly to convert a iinner to Jefus ChiiS. 

Again ; Tliea be exhorCcd, O mani that readeft; 
to. turn in upon ibine own ftlf. What faitii con- 
iclence i Doih it not begin to bite ! Doth it not 
pun theess thoagoeflf h this ihjr judgment, thif 
thy choice, and this ihjr way, that we have de- 
scribed f If fo, then it ii well. But doth not thy 
bean condemn thee, and tel! thee there ii fuch a fin 
thou lived in, againft thy confcience ! Doth it not 
tell thee, there is fuch and fu£h a fecret way of 
wickednefg that thou art guilty of? fuch or (adi n 
dutv that thou jnafteft no confcience of? 

Doth not cotifcicnce carry fhee to (hy dofet, and 
tell thee.how feldom grayer and reading is p^rformi 
e^ diere ? Doth it not lead thee to thy family, and 
fliew thee the charge of Godi and the fouls of thy 
children and fervants that are neglefUd there ? Dotli 
not confcience carry thee to thy (hop or thy trade, 
snd trll ihee of feme myllery of iniquity there } 
Doth it not carry thee to thy places of entertain- 
ment, and remind thee of the company thou kccpeft 
there; the precious time dioumifpeodeftihete; the' 
tJiIehts thou walleftdtere.' Doth it not lead theeihio 
Ay fecixt chamber, and difcover to thee thbgi tbat 
. we hid from the eyes of man, and known only to 
God and tfayicdf ? 

O contdence 1 do thy dnty^ In the name of the 
living God, I command thee to difcharge thy c^ce. 
Lay bcSd opon this finner, fsH upon him, arreft 
him, apprehend him, undeocive him. Wtfat! wilt 
thou Hatter and foothe him white he lives in his 
^ '. Awake 1 O coaftieace ; what meaneft thoa. 
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O fleeper } What ! Haft thoa never a reproo/ in 
thy mouth I What 1 Shall this foul die in his cars* 
lek neglefl of , God and eternity, and thon alio* 
gether hold chy peace I What ! Shall he go on in 
bis trefpaflei, and yet have pieace ? O roafe ap thy. 
felf, and do thy work 1 Now let the preacher in thy 
boTorofpeak, cryaJood, and fparenotj lift np thy 
voice like a trninpeti Let not the blood of his fou| 
Iw required u thy hands. 

CHAP. Ill, 

0/ lit tfttej^tj tf CONVEasioM. 

IT may be you are ready to fsy. What mean- 
eth this ftirf And are apt to wonder why I 
follow you with fuch earneAnefi, flill ringing one 
lelTaa in your ears, that yoa fhould " repent and 
" be conwrted," ABi iii. 19. Bat I moll iay 
unta you >s Ruth to Naomi, " Intreat me not «> 
" leave you, nor to turn afide from following after 
•• youj" Rufh i. 16. Were it a matter of in- 
diiftrency, I would never make fo much ado : 
Might you be laved as you be, I would gladly let 
you alone: But would you not have me folicitous 
for you, when 1 fee you ready to perilli? As the 
Lord liveth, before whom I am, I have not the 
leaft hopes to fee one of your faces in heaven, ex- 
cept you be converted: I utterly defpair of your 
(afvatlon, except you will be prevailed with to turn 
thoroughly, and give up yourfelve»-to God in hoU- 
nefi and newnefs of life. Hath God faid, *" Ez- 
" cept you be born again, you cannot fee the fcnigf 
" dom of God," Jtbn iii. 3,! and yet do yoii 
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wander tvhjr yoar inmifleri do fa plainly travail ia 
birth with you I Think it not ftnnge that I tm 
cameft with you to follow after holinefi, and IiHig 
to fee the image of God apon yoa : Never did any, 
nor (hall Ihy enter into heaven by any other wajr. 
bat this. The converiion dcfcribed 19 not an high 
|ntcii of fame taller ChrilHant, but every foul that 
u faved paffeth thii unitrerfal change. 

It was a paffage of Ae noble Roman,' when be 
ma hafting with corn to the dty in the fMntne, and 
the marioera were loth to fet f^ in foul weather, 
" Our voyage is more nectfliry than our livea." 
What u it that tfaod doft count neceflary ? I« thy 
bread necellary? Ii thy breath necefiary? Then 
thy convcrfion is much more neceffary. Indeed, 
. this is the one thing neceflary. Thine eftaie i( aM 
ncceflaiy; thoti mayeft fell all for the pearl of grtat 
|wice, and yet be a gainer fay the purchafe, M^. 
xili: 46. Thy life ia not neceiTaryi thou tnayett 
part with it for Chrift jo infinite advantage. Thine 
clteem is not necetTary ; thou mayeft be reproached 
for the name of Chrift, and yet be happy ; yea, 
mDch more happy in reproach than in repute, i Ptr. 
iv. 14. Maf. V, 10, II. ' But ihy conTerrion is ne<' 
celTary, thy damnation lies apon ii i And is it mC 
needful, in fo important a cafe, to look about thee f 
On this one pc»nt depends thj making or maxrlng 
to all eternity. 

Bat Ilhall more particularly fliew the neceflity 
ofconverfinn in/tv Uiiogi; for without this, 

Fir^, " Thy being is in vain," Is it not a pty 
djjatfX"! (hoflldefl.be good for nothing, an nn- 
fillttahlo burden of the earth, a wart or wen in 
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the ho6y of the univerfe' That thou art whillt 
vnconveried ; for thou canlt uoi uifwer the end of 
thy being. Is it oot for the divine pleaAire tbat 
thou art and wert created? Rn/. iv. 1 1. Did he 
not make thee for himrElf? Prav. xvi. ^. Art ehon 
a man, and faaft thou reafon ? Why then bethink 
thyfelf why and whence thy being is : Behold God's 
vrorkmanQiip in thy boay, and afk thyfelf. To , 
wliat end ^id God rear this fabric I Confider the 
noble faculties of thy heaven-born foul: To what 
end diij God bellow thefe exceUencies ? To no 
other than thst thou (houldeft pteaie thyfelf, and 
gratify thy fenies? Did God fend meny tike the 
(wallowifbto the world, only to gather a few JUckt 
And dirt, and build their nclli, and breed up their 
young, and then away i The very Heathens could 
fee farther thui this. An thou la " fearfully and 
•• wonderfully made," P/al. cjoorix. 14.J aoddoft 
thou not yet think with thyfelf, forely it was for 
fjflie noble and high end? 

O man 1 fet thy reafon a Ilttle^n the chati. Is it 
not pityfuch a goodly fabric Oiould be laifed in 
vain? verily thoo art in vain, except thou art for 
God : Better thou hadff no being, than not to be for 
him. WooldeS ihcu ferve thy end? Thou rouft 
repent and be converted : Without this thou an to 
nt pumofe, yea to iaJ purpofe. 
^ Firft, To no purpofe. Man unconverted is like 
a dioice inltrument that hath every llring' broke 
or out of tone : The Spirit of the living God muft 
fepair and tune it by the grace of regeneration, 
and fwcetly move it by the powA of aftuating 
^ace, or eUe thy prayers will be but howlinga, and 
all thy fervices will make no mufic in the ears of 
l^e Moll High, £;*. ii. 10. Hi!, ii. 13. ff'/. 
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vii, 14. 1/a.i. 15. AH thy powers and facnltie* 
■re fo corrupt m their natural ftate> that except diciii 
be purged from dead works, thou canft not fcrVc 
the living God. Htb.'ix. 14.. Timi'i. 1;. 

An nnfkn£H£ed man cannot work the work of 
God: 1. Hehaih no Mlinit; he is altogether as- 
unflcilful ia the woi4e, as in the wwd af righteouf- 
nefs, Hei. v. 13. There are great myfteries as 
well in the prances as in the principles of godli- 
nefs: Now the uoregencrate" know not the myfie- 
" ries of the kingddm of heaven," "Mat. xiii> 1 !• 
I Tim. iii. 16. You may as well cxpefl him that 
never learned the alphabet, to read, or a good 
mulic-book for the late, from one that never fet hia 
band to an inftrument, as that a natural man Ihoiild 
do the Lord any pleating fervice. He muft firfl be 
taught of God, yoiii vi. 41;. taught to pray, Lait 
xi. I, taught to profit, ^. Tlviii, 17. taught to 
go, Hejia XI. 3, or elCe he will be utterly at a loTs. 
B. He bath no ftrengih for it. HokC weak is his 
heart! Exei. xvi.jo. He ia prefendy ttred : "The 
** Sabbath, what a wearineTs is it!" Mal.i. 13. 
" He is without Hrength," Rem. v. 6. yea, dead 
in fin, Efb. ii. 5-. 3^ He hath no mind to it. He 
■' defires not the knowledge of God's ways," Jti 
xxi. 14. He doth not ^ow them; he doth not 
care to kiiow them, P/a/. IxxxiL 5. He knows not, 
neither will he underflapd. 4. He hath neither 
due inQruments, ner materials for it. A man may 
aa well hew marble without tools, or limn without 
colours or inftruments, or bniid without materials, 
aa perform any acceptablefervice without the graces 
of the Spirit, which are both the materi^s and in- 
ftrumenci ia tlus woi^. Alms-givmg is not a fer< 
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vice of God, botof vMd-glory, IT" not held forth by 
the hand of Divine love. What is the prayer of 
the lips, without grace in the heart, but the car- 
. cafe without the life i What are all our confellioiM, 
unlefs ihey be excrcifes of godly forrow and uo- 
fdgned repentance ? What our pethions, unlefs 
animated all along with holy de&rea, and faith in 
the Divine attributes and promifes? What our 
prules and thankfgivingi, unkfs from the love of 
God and a holy gratitude, and fenfe of God's 
tDerciet in the Jiearc. So that a man may at well 
ejipeft the tret (hoald (peak, or look for logic from 
, the brutes, or motion from the dead, as for any 
fisrvice holy and acceptable to God, from the m~ 
converted. When the tree i« evil, how can the 
fruit be good? ^«(. viit ig. 

Secondly, to bad parpofe. The unconverted fbol 
U a very cageofnncleaji birds, ifni. xviu. i.; afe^ 
pulchre full of corruption and roitennefs, Mai. xxiij. 
zj.i a loaihrome carcafe fa]| of crawling worma, 
and fending forth a helltlh and niolt noifome favour 
in thenoftrilsof God, /'/xiv.s. O dreadful cafe I 
Doft thou not yet fee a change to be needful ) Would 
it not have grieved one to fee the golden con- 
lecrated velTels of God's temple turned into qualF- 
ing bowli of druhkennefi, and polluted with idol fer- 
vicef Dai7. V. I, 3. Was it fuch an abomination 
' tp the Jews, when Antiochus let op the pidure qf 
a fwine at the entrance of the Cem|de? How mut^ 
more abominable then it would have been to have 
had the ver)' temple itfelf turned into a AaUe'or a 
flycaod to have had the Holy oCHolies fcrved tike 
ihe houlc of B.uUi and to have been turned into a 
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^rsnght-honfe 1 x Kingi x. ly. This is the veiy ■ 
cife of the unregen crate ; All thy meihben ai« 
larnedintoinftruinentsof anrighteournefa, Siag, vi.' 
1 9. ferrets of Satan, s»l thy iamoft power into a 
rcceptade of acdeannelsj E/i. ii. 2. Titui i. 1^. 
Yoa may fee the go£y goatTs within by wbat 
comes out! for " out of the heart proceed evil 
" Thought], tnurders, aduIieMes, fbnricaiionf, 
" theft*, falfc witnrfs,- blafphemies,'* &c. ihefe 
difcover what a hell there is within. O abufe in- 
fuflerable [ to fee a heaven-bom feul abaied to 
tothcfilthieftdrodgerj' ! To fee the glory of God's 
Creadon, the chief of the works of God, the Lord 
of the oniverfe, lapping with the prodigal at th« 
trough, or lictung upr with creedincfs the molS 
loathfoTne vomit ! Wai it ftf^h a lamentation, to 
lee thofe that did feed delicately, ft defokte in the 
Jtreet*; and the precioas fons of Slon, comparable 
to fine gotd, elleemed but as earthen, pitchers,' andi 
ihofe that were clothed in fcarlet embrace dung- 
hills? Lam, V, z, ^.; and is it cot much more 
fo^rful to fee the only thing that hath immortality 
in tlijs lower world, and carries tWe ftamp of God, 
become " a reff;! wherein there is no pleafure?" 
ytr. xHi. II.; (which is but a modefl exprefficit 
of the veffel men put to the moff fordid afe) Oin- 
Jignity intolerable ! Better thou wert dafhed in ft 
choufand pieces, than continue is be abafed to jo 
filthy a fcrvice. 

StrmJlj^, " Not only man, but the whole vift- 
■* ble creation is in vain, without this." Belovedt 
God hatii m^e all the vifible creatures in heaven 
and earcb for the fervice of man. and man only is 
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the fpokeljnan for all the refl. Man » in the imiM 
verie, like the tongue to the body, whidi Ipcake 
for all the members. The other creuurei cannot 
praife their Maker, but by dumb figns and hiae 
to man that he (honld fpeak for them. Man is a» 
it were the high-prieft of God'g creation, to vSer 
the facrifice of praife lor all his feUow-cratiuc*. 
The Lord God expefleth a tribute of praifc fiwn 
alt,hU works, P/aJm ciii. 22,; dow all the reft do 
bring in their tribute to man, and pay it b; hit 
haoa: So then if man be faife apd faitUds and 
felGfh, God is wronged of all, and fhall have no 
aflive glory from hia works. 

O dregful thought ta think of! dut God 
ihould build fuch a world as thii, and lay out fadi 
infinite power, and wi0oni, and goudncf? there- 
upon, and all in vain ; and that man Ihonld ijp 
guilty at lail of robbing and fpoiling hi^n of the 
glory of all. O think of this ! While thou art nn- 
converted all the offices of the creatures to thee urn 
in vain; thy meat noarilhea thee in vain, the fan 
hdds forth his light to thee in vain, the &ars thu 
ferve thee in their coutfi;B by their powerfiil, dio* 
hidden influence, Jn^g" v. 20. tf'/- ii. « 1 , 22. da 
it in vain ; Thy beaft carries thee in vain.— —In a 
word, rtie unwearied labour and condnued travail 
of the whole creatiM, as to thee, is in vain. The 
fervtceof all the creuuret that drudge for thee, 
and yield forth their Itrength nnto thee, that ther«r 
. with tboa fliouldeJl ferve thnr Maker, is atl bac 
loft l^ur. Hence the whole creation eroanelb 
under the ^nle of thii unfanfmied world, Xim, 
viii. zi. that perverts them to the ietvice of thdx 
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hlb, qaia contrary to the- very end of dieir 






•irSf, " Without this thy refigjon a »ain," 
Jamu i. a6. All thy religiooa performances wiB 
be but kA, for they can neither pleafe Godi Rem. 
vm. 8. nor fave thy Ibnl, i Ctr. xUi. 2, 3. tvbicti 
an the very ends of religion. Be thy fcr^cea ne- 
ver lb fpectoQs, yet God hath no pleafure in diem, 
^.i.14.. Mo/, i. 10. Is not that man'g cafe driiid- 
fbl, whoTe facrificei are a* murderi, and whofe 
fnyen are a breath of abominalbn \ Ifa, Ixvi, 3. 
fr^. zTviii. q. Many under conviCtiofis think 
they irill fet upon inendisg, and that a few prayers 
•«d alms wtlj falve all again ; but ala* ! Sirs, while 
joaz hearts remain unfanflifiBd, your dnties will 
not pafs. How punflual was Jehu i and yet all 
WM fcjcAed, becanfe bia heart vas not oprigbtf 
zC^rz. with Htfia i. ^, How btamelefs was 
Fud? tnd yet being nncoaverttd, aUrwas but lofs, 
fhiLm, 6. 7. Mm think tfaey do much in at- 
trading God's fervice, and are ready to twt him 
irab It, l/a. Win. 3. Mat' vii. 12. and fet him down 
h mKh ttieir debtor; whereas, their perfona betng 
■n£u)Aified, their duties cannot be accepted. 

O Sou! \ do not think when thy fins purliie theCi 
a little praying and reforming thy courfe will pacify 
God : Thoa mn& begin with thy heart; if that bo 
not renewed, thou canlt not ple^ Gud. 

God threatens it as t^- greateft of temporal 
jOdgmeats, that they {houid|^ild and not inhabit. 
plant and not gather ; and that their laboun Ihould 
Meat up,by ftrangers, Z)«i/. xxviii. 30, ]8, 3g>4ii* 
la it lb great a mifery to lofe oar common labour*, 
M fimr in TUUt and build in tud i bow mach more 
E21 ^"^''l'^'' 
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to lofe our pains in religion, to pray, and Iieirt 
and fall in vain? This is an undoing and eteraal 
Ink. Be not deceived ; if thoQ goeft on in thy fin- 
ful Hate, though thou (houldelt fpread forth thins 
hands, God will hide hb eyes; though thon-malce 
many prayers, he will not hear, I/a. i. ii;. If 
8 man without Ikill fet about our work, and mar it 
tu the doing, though he take much pains, we give 
liim but Hide thanks. God will be worJhipped 
after the due order, t pina.tfv. i^. Ifafervaot 
do our work, but contrary lo our order, he will 
have rather ftripes than pratfe. God's wgrk muft 
be done according to God's mind, or be will nof 
he pltafed; and this cannot be, CMcept it be donf 
. with aholy heart, i Cbrui. xxv. ;. 

Faaril/fy, " Without this thy hopes arc in vain." 
Jabvm., 12, 13. " Thejjord fciath rejefted thjr 
■f* conJideuce," Jtr. ii. 37. 

Firft, " The hopeof comfort* hpre are in vain." 
It is not only ncceffsry to the fafety, but comfort- 
pf your condition, that you be converted : With' 
put this " you (hall not know peace," J/a. tix, 8. [ 
wiihoot the Jfear of God, you cannot " have th^ 
" corafwt of the Holy Ghoft,','. J^i ix, 31. God 
fpeaks peace only 10 his people, and to Us faints, 
Pfalm Ixxxv. S> If you have a falfe peace, con. 
tinning in your fins, it is not of God's fpeaking. 
and then you may gueft the author : 9in ij a real 
licknels, l/a, i. ;. ; yea, the worft of ficknefs; ii 
is a leptofy in the bead. Lev. xiii. ^. ; the plague 
in, the heart, 1 Kmgt viii. 38. ; it u brokennefs in 
theboneSf P/al, Ii. S>i it perceth, it wonndeth, 
k rackeih, it tormenteth, 1 Tim. yi. 10. A mait 
J^v/ as well ejcpefl caf^ when bif diftempers are in 
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their inll ftrength. or his bones out of joint, ai tioe 
coaifon while id hia fina. 

O wretched man ! that can hive no eaTe in thift 
cdc but what comes from the deadliners of thy dif- 
eale. Von Ihail have the poor fick man faying in 
hit iigtittiefi, I amttifU; when you ice death in his 
bee, he mil needs up and about his bnfinelti when 
the Tcry next Hep is tike to be in his grave. The 
aB&oQificd often fee nothing amifi ; they thiik 
tbcmlelTcs wholct and cry not out for a phyfi^ian ; 
bat this fhewa the danger of their cafe. - 

Sb doth naturally breed diftempers and diAorb- 
mnces in the foul. What a continoal tempeft and 
commotirai is there in a difcontented mind ! What 
as eating evil it inordinate care ! What is paffion, 
b»t a fever in the mind t What is Inft, but a lire 
in de bones? Whatts pridebutadcadlytympany? 
Or covetaofnefs, but an infatiable and nnfumrable 
thirfi ? Or malice and envy, but Tenom in the verjr 
heart i S^rimal floth is hot a fcurvy in the mind ; 
and eamai fecurity a mortal lethargy ; and how 
can that foul have true comfort that labours under 
lb many di&afes i But ctmverting grace cures, and 
fo eafes the mind ! Prepares the £ul far a fettled, 
fiandirg, immortal peace ; " great peace have ihfy 
*' that love thy commandments, and nothing Ihall 
"offend them," P/alm cstix. 165. theyi are the 
ways of wildam that afford pleafnre and peace, 
Ptw. iii. 17. David had infinitely more [deafure 
io the irard, than in all the delights of his court, 
Pfiim cxix. 1031 IZ7. The confcience cannot be 
trttly pacified till fouodly purified, Hti, tc, 31. 
Cpiled is that peace that is maimained in away of 

EJ ..; ,1. 
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^n, Drat. lxi>c, 19, 20.— Two font of peace ars 
more 10 be dreaded than- all the tronbles in the 
world, peace with iin, and paace in lin. 

Secondly, "Thy hopes of falvation hereafter 
f* are in vain, yea woric than in vainj" they are 
moft inJDrioas to God, maft pernictoui to thyfelf. 
There is death, fcparation, blafphemy in the bow- 
eltof this hope. ^. There is death in it: " Thy 
f confidence (hall be rooted out of thy wbemactes." 
(God will up with it root and branch) " it fiiaU 
"bring them to the King of terrors," ^oixviii. 14^ 
TnOBgh iboa maye^ lean upon this houfe, it will 
plot ftand, Jah viii. 15, but will prove like 4 ruin- 
ous building, which, when a man trufb to, falls 
down about hit ears. 2. There is defperatJon in 
it : " Where is the hope of the hypocrite, when 
f God takes away hii Jbul i" JJ> xxvii. 8. ; then 
there ia an end for eVer of his hope. Indeed the 
hope of the righteoua baih an end, but then it is 
iiot a defbuAive but a perfe^ve cod ; this hapt 
ends in fruition, others in frultration, Prtv, x, 38. 
The godly moft fay at death, " It is finifliod;" 
bot the wicked, " it is perUhed;" and in too fad 
cameft bemoan himfclf, as Job, in a miflake; 
*' Where is now my hope ? He hath deftroyed me ; 
" I am gone, and liiy hope is removed like » tree," 
yak laji, 10. " The ilghteouB hath hope in hi) 
" death," Prw. xiv. 32. When nature ii dying, 
hi* hopes are living ; when his bod^ is languifhing, 
ids hopes arc AounlhinK ; his hope is a living hope, 
iPtt.'i. ^.; but the ouiers' is a dying, a damning;, 
^xl-undoing hope, " When a wicked man dieth, 
1^ hii expedation fhall pertih, ftnd ttw hope of uii'. 
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" Jnft men perifhetfa," Prav. xi. 7. <' It flial) 
" be CDC off, and prove like the ^der'i web," 
Jei viii. 14. which he fpiiu ontof fau own bandi; 
iMic then comet death with the broom, and takei 
down all, And fo there is an eternal end of his con' 
£dence wherein he trofted: " For the eye* of the 
*' wicked Ihatl fail, and their hope lliall be as the 
" giving «ip the ghoft," Jii xi, 20. Wicked men 
are fixed in their carnal hope, and will not be 
beaten oat of it ; they hold it faft, they will not 
let it go. Yea. but death will knock off thnr 
fingers; though we canned undeceive them, death 
and judgment will: When death ftrikes hia dart 
through diy liver, it will pierce thy foul and thy 
hopes together. The unfanftified have hope only 
in this life, i Ctr. xv. 17.; and therefore *■ are of 
, *' all men mofl miferabje." When death comes, 
it lets them out into the amazing gnlph of endlefs . 
de^ration..— 2. " There is blafphemy in it." To 
. hope we fhall be laved, though we coniinoe uncon- 
verted, is to hope we fhall prove God a liar. He 
hath told yon, tnat fo meruful and pitiful as he is, 
he will never fave you notwithftandiog, if yon go 
on in ignorance, or a coorfe of unrighteoufncfs, I/a, 
xxvu. 1 1. I Ctr. vi. 9. In a word, be hath told 
yoa, that whatever you he or do, nothing Ihall 
avail you to falvaticHi, without you " you become 
" new creatnres," Gay.vi.15. Now, tofayGod 
is merciful, and we hope will &vc us neverthelefs, 
is in eSeet to fay, <■ We hope God will not do ■■ 
" he (ays." We muft not fet God's attribntes K 
variance ; God is refolved to glorify his mercy, 
but not to the prejudice of )us tiuth, u the pre. 
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liimptaoas' finaer will lind to his everltOing ibf- 
row, 

OiJt^lUn. Why, but we hope in Jefaj CnriJt, 
wepot ourwhoIetruftinGod; and chcrefore doubt 
not but we fhall be fa.ved. 

Anpuier- 1. " This isnot to hope » Chrift, bu 
" againft Q.\iri^." To nope to fee the kingdom 
of God without being born igaioi to hope to find 
eternal life in the bread way, is to hope Chrill will 
I»-ove a fatfe prophet, h is David's plea, •< I 
" hope in tl^ word," Pjahn cxix. 8i.; but this 
hope is Bgainft the word. Shew me a word of 
Chrift for thy hope, that he will fave thee in, thy 
ignorance or profane negleft of hi> fernce, and I 
will never go to {hake thy confidence. 

2. " God doth with abhorrence rejeft tbi« 
" hope," Thofc ctmdemned in ihe prophet went on 
in their fins, yet faith the text, " they will lean upoi^ 
"the Lord," Mic. iii. ii, God will not endure' 
to.bejnade a prop to men in their Jjdi: The Lord 
rejected tbofe prefnmptuous iinaers that went OD lUU 
in their trefpiiHes, and yet would fiay tbemfelves 
upon Ifrael'a God, Ijh. xinii. 1,2. aa a man wouM 
ihake off the briers (as one laid weU) that cleave to 
his garment. 

3. " Jf thy hope be any thing worth, 'it will 
" purify thee from thy fins," 1 Jehm ui, j.; bat 
cnrTed is that hope ihat cherilhech men in th«r £111. 

OijeSim. Would yoa have us to defpair? 

Jnfittr, You mill defpair of ever coming to 
heaven as you are, JSi ii. 37 ; that a, wUIe yoa 
remain unconverted. Yda mjift defpair of ever 
feeing the face of God nithout bobBcfe i bot jma 
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innfl by no means defpair of finding -mercy, upon. 
yoar thotipvgh repentance and converfion ; neither 
may yoo de^r of attaining lo repentance and con- 
verfion in the aic of God's meaiH. 

Fifiilj, " Wiihout thii, ill that Godfaath done 
"Mid fofiered will be, » to yon, in vain," J»lm 
xtii. 8. Titui ii. i^.; that ia, it wi!I no way avail 
to yonr falvjition. blaoy urge this at a fuiEdent 
rround for their hopej, that Chrift died for fianers i 
But I moft tell yoo, Chrift never died to fave im- 
penitent and unconverted finners, fo continoing, 
z'I'im, ii, 19. A great divine ivaa wont, in hii 
private deahngs with fouli, to alfc two queilions; 
ifi. What huh ChiiH done for you? fd. What 
hath Chrill wroaght in you? Wiihooi the applica- 
fion of the Spirit in regeneracion tve can have do 
favin^ interefi in the benefits of redemption, I tell 
yon from the Lord, Chrift himftlf canngt £iye you, 
if you go on in this fiate. 

I, " It were againft hit troft." TJie Mediator 
u the fervant of the Father, ^.xlii. i.; fhewshii 
conuni^on from him, adts in his name, and pleadi 
his command for his juftificadon, Jahnx, i8> 36. 
and vi, 38. 40.; and God " committed all tliingp 
" unto him," intrullf d his own glory and the falva- 
tion of the eled with tum> Mai. xi. 27. Jiha xvii, 2. 
Accordingly Chrift gives hit Father an account of 
both parts of his trofi before he leaves the world, 
yohn xvii. 4, 6. II. NowChrill woold quite crolf' 
hia Father's glory, his greacell truft, if he ihoold 
lave men in their fms ; tor thi« were to overturn a4 
his coan&Iif and to offer violence to all hit ^ttriv 
btitet. 
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Firll, " To overturn all hU coanfels," of whicll 
thb is ilie order, that men fhould be brought 
'■ thitj' fanftification tolalvatton." zTbrff. ii. 13. 
•' He hath chofen them, that they flioold be holy." 
Eph, i. 4.' They are cleded to pardon and life 
through fanftifi cation, 1 Ptt. \. a. If thou canfl 
repeal ihe law of God's immutable counfel, or cor- 
rupt him whom the FatRer hath fealed, to go di- 
re^ty agsiaft his commiflion, thtn, and cot other- 
wife, ntayelt thou get to heaven in this condition. 
To hope that Chrift will fave thee while pncon»ert- 
ed, ii to hope that Chrift will falfify his truft. He 
never did nor will fave one foul, but whom the Fa- 
ther hath given him in ele£lion, and drawn to tiim 
in efli;£lual calling, Jthit vi. 35. 37. Be aJTuredt 
ChriA will fave none in a way contrary to his Fa- 
ther's will, -vir. 38. 

Sicetidly, •' To offer violence to alt his atiri^ 
" butes." I. To his jullice : For the righteoof' 
nefs of God's judgment lies' in " rendering to all 
" accoriling to their works," Rsm. ii. 5, 6. Now 
itiouldmen " fow to the flclh, andyet of the Spirit 
"reap everlalling lifr." Gal. \i. ^-^^-i *hrre 
were the glory of Divine Jjftice, fince it Ihould 
be given to the wicked according to the work rf 
the righteous? 2. "To hii holinefs." If G«l 
fliould not only fave finners, but fave them in their 
fins, his moft pure and flrift holinefs wonW be ex- 
ceedingly defaced: The unfanftified is in the eyn 
of God's holinefs worfe than a fwine or viper. 
Mat. xii. 34. 1 Ptt. ii. 21, It would be offerfag 
the extrcmeft violenc* to the infinite purity of the 
Divine Nature to have foch to dwefl with him; 
" they cannot ftand in his judgment, they canwt 
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" Mie his prelcftce," P/alm i. 5. snrf v, 4, 5. if 
lioly David would not endure fuch in his houfe> ao, 
BDT in hi$ Tight, F/uIn cxxxi. 3. 7. ; can w« think 
God will 1 3. " To bis veracity :" For God hath 
declared from Jieaven, that " if any Ihall fay hs 
" Hull have peace, though be go on in the ima- 
" ginaiion of his heart, his wrath fliall fmoke 
" agunft that' man," Deat. xjax. tg, 30.; (hat 
" they (only) that coofcfs and foriake~ their fins 
" (hail find mercy," Prov. xxviii. 13.; ihaf'they 
*• that fliall enter ^nio hi« hill, mnft be of clean 
» hands and a pare heart," F/alm xxiv. 3, 4. 
Where were God's truth, if, not with landing all 
this, he fhould bring men to falvaiion without cod- 
verfionf O defperaie finner! that <iaie& to hope 
that Chrift will lie to. his Father, and falfify hi* 
word to fave' ihee. 4. " To his wifdom;" For . 
this were to throw away the choiceft mercies 00 . 
them who would not valnc them, nor were any way 
liiited to them. 

Firft, " They wodU not value tbem." TTie an» 
lao&lied fiimer puu but little piice apon God** 

treat falvation, Mat, xxa. ;. He feu no more 
y Chrift than the whole by the phyfidan. Mat. 
ix. 11-; he prizes not hia balls, val)ies not his cure, 
tramples opoo his blood, Hii. x, 29. Now would 
it fland with wifdom to force pardon and life opon 
thofe who would give no thanks for them 1 Would 
the all-wife God (when he hath foibldden us to do 
it) " throw his holy things to dogt, and bis pearl 
" to Avine, that would, as it were, but turn ngain 
4 and lerd him?" Man. vii.6.; this would make 
mercy 10 be defpifed indeed. Wifdom require* 
that eternal life be ^iycaan a <Ktj faitableto God'* 
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honoort and that God fhonid fecnre hit own gin/ 
M well u man's felidty. God would hk the 
praiie and gloiy of hii grace, if he fbonM caA it 
away on ihem thu were not only onwoitfay bnt nn- 
willing. - 

Secondly, " They are no way fnited to them.'* 
The Divine Wifdom 19 Teen in fuiting things to each 
other ; the means to the end ; the objefl to the fa- 
culty; the quality of the gift to the capacity of the 
receiver. Alas ! what would an unfan^fied crea- 
ture do in heaven i He could take do content there, 
becaufe nothing fuits him: Ttic place doth not foic 
him, hewoaldbe quite out of hji element; the 
company doth aot fuit him : ** What commntuon 
" hath darknefi with light," corruption with per- 
fieflion, filth and rottennela with glory and immor- 
tality } The employment doth not tmt him ; the 
anthems of Heaven fit not his month, phafi^nothis 
ear. Canll thou charm thybcalt Mih muGc? Or 
nltt thoa bring him to thy organ, and expcA that 
he Hiouid malice thee melody, or keep time widi 
the tuoeful choir? Spread thy table with delicato 
before a languifhing patint, and it will give him 
£Teat ofience. Alai 1 If the poor man thinks a 
fermon long, and fays bf a Sabbath, •< What a 
" wearinefs is it!" Mai. i. 31.; how mifetable 
would he think it to be held to it to all eternity ? 

5. "To his immntability, or elfe tohisomni- 
" Ktency or omnipocency:" For this is enaAed 
in the conclave of heaven, and enrolled in the de- 
crees of the cenrE above, '• none but the pure in 
'< heart fhall ever fee God," Mat. v. 8. Thirti 
laid up with hint, and fealed among his treafurn. 
Now, if Chrift bring ytt any to lie>*™ nneos- 
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Vimed, either he mod geC them in without hia 
Father's knowledge, (and then where ii hia omni- 
fciency?) or againft his willt (and then where were 
his Omni potency) , or he mull change bi^ willt (and 
then where were his immutability P) 

Sinner, wilt thou not ffvf ap thy v^n hope of 
b^g faved in this condition ? Saith^ildad, "Shall 
j* the earth be fbrraken for theef Or the works 
•' moved outoflheirplace?" Jo^ txxviti. 4. May 
I not make much more realbn tvi[h thee ? fihall the 
lawsof Heaven be reVericd for thee ? Shall the Bver- 
lafting foundations be overturned for thee.' Shall 
ChriA put Out the eye of his Father's oinnirciency, 
br fhorten the arnl of his eternal power for thee ? 
Shall Divine JulHce be violated for thee; Or the 
brightnefs of the glory of his bolinefs be blemiUied 
for thee ? O, the impoi&bility, abfurdity, and blaf' 
^hemy that i) in fuch a conlideDce : To think Chriit 
will ever fave thee in this condition, is to make thy 
Saviour to become a finner, and to do more wrong to 
the lefmite Majelty than all the wicked on earth, or 
devils in hell ever did, or couid do : And yet wilt 
thoa not gilre np fuch a blafphemons hope 1 

II; '' Againft his word," We iteed not iay, 
*' Who Ihall afcend into heaven, to bring down 
•* Cbrift from above? Or, who (hill defcend into 
" the deep, to bring up Chiifi frwn beneath i 
" The word is nigh ui," Rm. x. 6, 7, 8. Are 
yon agreed that Chrift fhall end the cuntroverry t 
Hear then his own words: " Except yoa be con- 
*' verted, ycxi fhall til no* wife enter into the king- 
'/ dom of heaven," JWaM.xviiLj. " Yon pufl he 
" born flgaia," J'aiii lii. 7.- " If I wafli thee nct» 
" thoukaftnopartinme," 7*<wtlii, 8, "Repeni, 
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" or perilli," Luhxin- 3. One word, one wouM 
think( were enough' from Chrifl; but hpw often 
and eameftly doth he reiterate it ! Verily, verily, 
■' except a man be born again, he fhatl'not fee 
«• the kingdom of God," Jeh» iii. 3. 5. Yea. 
he doth rot only alTert, but prove the neceffily of 
the new birth, yoha'va. 6. ; without which man is 
no more fit for the kingdom of heaven, than s 
beafl.is for the king's ptefe nee- chamber. And wilt 
believe ihy own prefumptuous confidence, dire£Uy 
xgainll the law of his kingdom and rule of his 
judgment, to fave thee in this ftaie. 
4 III. " Againft his oath." He hath lifted np 
\m hand to Heaven, he hath fwom that thafe that 
Teqiain in unbelief, and know not his ways, that \s, 
are ignorant of them, or difobedient to themi 
v fliaS not enter into hi) reft," P/alm xcy. 11. 
U(p.va^\, And wilt thou not yet believe. O 
£nner ! that he is in eamcft I Canfi thou hope he 
will be fbrfwom for thee f The covenant of grace 
is confirmed by an oath, and fealed h^ blood, Htb, 
n. 17. andix. 16, 18, 19. Mait.xxvi. 28; but all 
jDuftbem'ade void, and another way to heaven found 
oat^if thoube faved living and dying unfan^ltfied. 
Men cannot be faved while unconverted, except 
they conld get another covenant made, and the 
whole frame of the gofpel, which was eftablifhed 
fat ever with fuch dreadful folemniiies, quite alter- 
ed: And would not they be diftrafled to hope that 
th^lhall? 

tV. " Againfl hia honour." God will fa fliew 
his love to me finner, as withal to fhew his hatred 
to fin; therefore "he that names 'the name of 
•• Jefos mull depart from iniquity," z Tim. ii. 19. 
■nd deny all nngodlinefi. And he that hxth hope 
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of life by Chrill, mull " pniify himfelf u he is 
"pure," 1 JobiiYa.j. Tit.a. iz. ; other wife Chrift 
would be thought * favoorer of fin. The Lord 
Jefos would have all ibe world to know, that 
though he farJimi fin, he will not pretiS k> If 
holy David (hall fay, ** Depirt from me, all ye 
" workersofiniquity," P/a/«vi.8. and fliallfliat 
fted'iwrj againftthem, P/a/ma.^.; fhall not fuch 
much more expeft it from Chrill's holbefs f Woul4 
it be for his honoar to have the dogs to fhe table, 
or lodge the fwine with hia children, or to have 
Abraham'* bofom to be a nell «f vipers? 

V. " Agairft hiaofficM." God h-*h exalted 
hlin " to be a Prince and a Sarioar," Jlils v. 3 1 , 
He would aA againft both, (hould he faw mea in 
their £ns : It ia the office of a king, " to be t 
" terror to evil doers, and a praife to them that 
" do well," Rem, xiii. 3, 4. " He is a rainifter 
" of God, a revenger, (o execute wrath on him 
" that doth evil." Now, Ihould Chrift fayonr ihc 
nngodly, (fo continuing) and take thofe to reign 
with him " that would not that he Oiould reigti 
" ovCT them," tuit xix. 17. this would be quite 
againll his office: He therefore reigns, [hat he 
may •' put his eneniies under hj« feet," 1 Cif xv. 
25. Ninv, fiiould be lay them in.his bofom, he 
would cro&.the end of his regal power : It belongs 
to ChriH, as a king, to fubdue the hearts and flay 
the lufts of his choTen, P/a!m xW. 5. and ex. 3. 
What king' would take rebels in open hoftiJity inio 
his court? What were this but to. betray life, 
kingdom, government, and all together? If Chrifl 
be a king, he mull have honour, homage, fub- 
jeaioB, tie. Mil. i. 6. Now to fave men-while 
^3 - 
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in their natural enmity, were to obfcure fajf digy 
nit}', Jofe his authority, bring corteropt on hif 
governmentt and fell his deitr-boughc rights fat 
nought. 

>lga|D; as ChriA would not be a Prince, fo 
neither a' Saviour, if he Ihould do this; for hit 
falvation is ffiMtual: He it called Jefus, becaufe 
Be fa.ves bis people from their fins, Mait.i. 21.: 
{p that Aiould he fafe them in their fitu, he tvonia 
be neither Lord nor Jefiia, To fave men from 
the ponifhment, and not from the power of lin, 
were 10 do his work by halves, and be an imper-^ 
fe£t 'Saviour. His officCj as the Deliverer, is, 
" to _turn aivay ungodlinefs from Jacob." Htm. 
XT. z6. He " is feni to blels men in turning them 
•' from their iniqdties." jISi iii. z6. " To malMj 
ff an end of Ra," Den. ix. 14.; To that he would 
deftroy his own dejignt, and iiulltfy his offices, tq 
fave men abiding in their anconverted flare. 

Application. Arife then ^ What meaneft 
ihou, O fleepfff Awake, O fecure finner! left 
thou be confumed in thine iniquities; fay 'as tht; 
lepers, " If we fit here we ftiall die," 2 ^iagi vu. 
], 4. Verily, it is not more certain that thou arf 
now out of Hell, than that thou {halt fpeedily be id 
it. except thou repent, and be converted ; there if 
but this one door for thee to efcape by. Arife 
then, O lluggard! and Ihake oii thine excufes; 
Hew long wiit thou (lumber, and fold thy bands 
to fleep, J'rov. vi. 1 o, 1 1 . Wih thou lie down in 
the midft of the fea, or Sl^ep on the lop of thq 
mail ! Prfv, xxiii. 34. There is no remedy, but 
thou muft either turn or burn. There is aa un- 
c))angcai)l; fk^cellity of the change of thy cm^ 
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dirion, except thon^art refolred to abide (he ivorfl 
of it, and try it out ivith the Almighty. If thoo 
^veH thy life, O laao, aVifc and come away. 
Methints I lee the Lord Jefas laying the merci- 
ful hands of an holy violence apon thee ; methinki 
he carries it likt the angels to Lot, Gnr. x\x. i j, 
i^e. " Then the angels hafiened Lot. faying, 
'.f arife, fefl thou be confamed. And while he 
" Ungered, the men laid hold upon his hand, the 
*' Lord being mercifiil unto him, and ri^ey brought 
5' him without the city, and faid, Efcape for ihy 
'* life, ftay not in all the plains, efcape to the 
" mogntains. left thoa be confumed." 

O, how wilful will, thy dellruflion be, if thou 
AouMeft yet harden thyfelf in thy finfu! Jlate i But 
none of 70a can fay bni you havi had fair warning. 
Yet, methinka, I cannot tell hoiy to leave yoo St, 
It is not enough for me to have delivered my Awn 
fool. What! fiiall I go away wiihoutmy errand? 
Wil^ none of you arile and follow me } Have I 
been ajl this while fpealdiig to the' wind ; Have I 
been charming the deaf adder, or allaying the 
troidded pceao with arguments ? Do I fpeak to the 
trees or rocks, or to men ? To the tombs and 
mwinmenis (^ the dead, or to a living auditory ? 
If you be men, and not fenfelefi ItockE, fland flill 
and conlider whither you are going : If you have 
die reafon and underftanding Of men, dare not tp 
run into the flames, and ^11 into hell with your 
eyes op«i, but bethink yourfelves, and fct to the 
work of repentance. What 1 Men, and yet run 
into the pit. when the very beafts will not be forced 
in ! What ! endowed with reafon, and yet dally 
vnih death and bell, and the vennwce of the 
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Almighty ! Are men herein diftinguifhed from-th« 
very bruiei, tljat ihev )i'a.ve no foiefight of aud care 
to ffjvide for the things to come: And will you 
iiot hailen your efcape from eternal torments ? 1 
$hew yourrdves men, and let reafon prevail with 
you: Is it a reafonabic thing for you to " contend 
. " againft the Lord your Maker !" ]fa. xlv, 9. or 

V to harden yourfelvei againft his ivord," 'Jii ix, 
4.; as though " [he ftiength of Ifrael would lie?'* 
I Smn, XV. 29. Is it reaforabic that an ander-i 
Aanding creature Ihould lofe, yea live quite againft 
the very end of his being, and be as a broken 
pitcher, only fit for the dunghill ? Is it reafonaWc 
that the only thing in this world that God hath n:ade 
capable of knowing his will, and bringing him 
gloty, IhouM yet live in ignorance of .his Makei^a 
and be unferviccable to his ufe f yea, fhould be en- 
gaged againft him, lod fpit his venopi in the f^ce 
of his Creator 1 " Hear, O heavens', and give ear, 
^' O eaith V 4nd let the creatures yvithout leofe be 
^odge if this be reafon, that man, whom God hath 

V tiDurifhed and brought up, fhculd rebel ag^nft 
" hira t" l[a. i, ^■ judge in your own felves : I3 
^t a reafcna'bic undertaking for briers and thorns to 
ftt themfelres in battle againft the devouiing fire? 
yk. xxvii. 4. ; or for " the poiflierd of the earth to 
»• flrive with it! makerf" You will fay. This i* 
not reafon, or furely the eye of reafon is quite put 
pat : And if tllis be not reafon, then there is no 
jeafon that you (hould continue as you are, but it 
ii alt the reafon in the world you 0iould fonhwith 
turn and repent. 

What fhall I fay? I could fpend myfelf in thi^ 
■ VV^'^ Othatyouwouldbut hcarkecto me! 
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That you would prefendy (et gpon a neiv courfe I 
fVm you not be made clean i When IhaR it once 
l>e ? What \ will nobody be perfoadtd ? Reader, 
(hall I prevail with thee for one ? Witt thou fitdown 
and conJider the foreqieiitioned orgumenti and dt- 
t^ate it, vvhethf r it bf not beft to turn : Come, ani 
and let us realbp together: Is it good for thee to 
be here? Wilt thoa fit till the tide come in ^pon 
thee? Is ii good lor thee to try whether God will 
be le good as h]s word, and to harden thyfelf in a 
conceit ihat all U wfll with thee, while thou remain- 
eft, nnfanaified. . 

- But 1 know you will not be perfuaded, bnt the 
greateft part will be as they have been, and do ai 
they have done. 1 luiow the dmnkard will lurn to 
his vomit again, and the deceiver to his deceit 
again, and the luflftil wanton to hii dalliance again. , ■ 
Alasj that I mull leave you where you were, in 
ignorance-or looienels. Of in your lifelefs formality 
and cuftomary devotions ! However, I will fit down 
and bemoan my fruitlefs tabonrs, and fpend lame 
fighs ever my perifhing hearen. 

O didraOed fioners ! What will their end be } 
what will they do in the day of vifitation ? " Whi- 
" tber will they flee for help? Where will they 
■^ leave their glory?" J/a. x. 3. How power- 
fully hath fin bewitched them? How effeflually 
hath the god of thij world blinded them ? How 
ftrong is the deluiion? How uncircmncnfed their 
ears 1 How obdurate, their hearts i Satan hath 
then) at his beck. But how long may I call and 
can get no anfwer? I may difpute with ihem year 
after year, and they will give me the hearing and 
Ibatis all? they mnftaitd will have- (b|:ir Tins, (ay 
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what I will ? thongh I tell them thtrc U death m 
the cup, yet they will take it up; though I tell 
them it is the broad way, and endeth in deibtiftiDn, 
yet ihey wiD go on in it; I warn them, yet can- 
not win them. Sometiroes Ithinlc the merciei of 
God will melt thcHi, and his winning inyitatioa) 
will overcome them ; bat I find them at they were : 
Sometimes that the terror of the Lord will perfiiade 
them; yet neither will this do it. They will ap- 
prove the word like the fennon, commend th^ 
preacher, bot they will yet live as they did. They 
will not deny me, and yet they will not obey me. 
They will flock to the word of God, and fit bekrc 
me aa hii people, and hear my words, but thty 
will not do them. They value and will plead for 
ninidera, and I am to them as the lovely Jong af 
. one that hath a plcafant voice, yet I cannot get 
them to come under Chrift's yoke. They love met 
and will be ready co fay they will do any thing for 
me: but, for my life, I cannot perfuade them to 
leave their fins, to forego their evtl company, their 
intemperance, their unjuft gains, E^r. 1 cannot 
prevail with them to fet up prayer in their families 
and clofetB, yet they will promife me, like the froward 
fon, that faid, " I will go,. Sir, but went not," 
Mat, xxi. 30. I cannot perfuade them to learn 
the principles of religion, though elfe " they would 
" die without knowledge," yei xxxvi. 1 x. I tell 
them their mifery, but thev will not believe but it 
is well encwgh : If I tell them particularly I fear, 
for fuch reafons, their efiate is bad, they will judge 
me cenlbrious; or, if they be. at prefent a, little 
awakened, are qmckly lulled aOeep by Satan again^ 
and have loft the lenfe of all. ^,1 
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Alast for my poor heuers! muft they |»rilli 
ftt lall 4)y bundreds, when ininiflera would fo faitt 
lav^ them? What courfe fliall I ule with them, 
diat i have not tried i •• What Ihall I do for the 
■• daughterof my people?" ytr. ix. 7. '• O Lord 
" God, hdp. Alasf (ha]l I leave fhetti thus? If 
f they will not hear me, yet do thou hear me; O 
*.' that they may yet live in chy Cght ! Lord &ve 
*' them, or elfe they perilh. My heart would melt 
" to fee thein honles on fird about ihejr ears, when 
-!' they were faft afleep in their bed*; and Ihall not 
■* my foal be moved wiihia me to fee thEm falling 
f ioto endleis perdition 1 Loidi have compaffion; 
;* and five them out of the burning; pnt forth thy 
f divine power, and the work nill be done i but ^ 
f fat m«, I cannot pievail." 

CHAP. IV. 

Sitwivg tilWAUKS tfthi UWCOKV£«TBD. 

HILE we keep aloof in generals, there ii 



w 



httle fruit CO be expfAed, it \% the hand-> 
fight that doth, execu lion, David ie not awakened 
by the prophet's hovering at a difUnce in parsbo-. 
lical infinuacions ; he is forced to ciofe with him, 
iind tell him plainly, " thou art the man." Few 
will ill words deny the ncceflity of the new birth^ 
JiBt they have a felf-deluding confidence tha'tthe 
' work is not now to do. And becaufe they know 
themfelvesfrce from chat grofs hypocril'y which takes 
vp religion merely for a colour to deceive others, 
and for covering of wicked deiigns, they arc con. 
^ent of th«r finceriiy, and fufpcA not tl^ac mor^ 
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ctefe hypocriry (wtiereiii the greateft danger lies] 
by which a man diceiveth his own foul. Jama i: 
26. But man's deceitful heart b fuch a matchlefs 
cheat and re]f-delufion,fo reigning and fofatala dif- 
eafe, that t know not whether be the greater, the 
difficulty, difagreeablenefs, or the neeeffity of the 

. undeceiving work that I am now up^> Alas, foi" 
my unconverted hearers! Thiy mnft be unde- 

"ceived or undone. Bdt how fliali this be efFefted? 
" Help, O all-fearching Light ! and let thy 
" difcetning eye diTcover the rotten foundation of 
" the felf'deceiver ; and lead me, O.Lord God, 
*' as thou didfl the prophet, into the chambers of 
" imagery, and dig through the wall of finners 
" hearts, and difcover the hidden abominations 
" that are lurking out tA fight, in the dark. O 
" fend thy angel before me, to open the futfdry 
" wards of their hearts, as thou didll before Peter, 
"^and make even the iron gate* to fly open of 
*' their own accord. And. as J^than va foOner 
" tafied the honey but tii; eyes were enlightened \ 
" fo grant, O Lord, that when the poor deceived 
" fouls, ?vith whom I have to do, rfiall caft their 
" eyes upon thefe lines, (heir minds may be illu- 
" minated, and their confciences convinced and 
" awakened,' that they itiay fee with their eyes, 
" and hear with their ears, and be converted, and 
" that thou mayeftheal them." 

This muft be prjmifed before we proceed to the 
difcovery, that it is moll certain men may have 

, a confident perfuafion that their hearts and ftatea 
begood, andyetbeunfound. "Hear the truth him- 
|el/^ who Ihewi in Lai}dicea't ca&f that men may 
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',' bewTetdi«landinilcrable,andpoor,>Dd blind, ind 
*' otked," and yet not know it ; yea, they nuy be 
confident they are " rich, aod increaled in Kface," 
Rrv. iii. 17. " There it a gcnerabun t^at are 
" pure ia their own eyes, and yet are not waflied 
■•from their filihinels," pnv. xxx. iz. Who 
better peifuaded of hia cafe than Paul, while he yet ' 
remuned iinconverted! Ram. va. 9. So that tner 
are miferably deceived that take a ftrOng confi- 
dence for a fofficient eTideace.— They that have no 
better proof than barely a flrong perfuafion that they 
are converted, are cciuinly as yet ftrangers to con- 
But to come moreclde: A) it was fdd tif the 
adherents to Antich^ft, lb herej Ibme of the aib> 
converted carry ti)^r martu in their foreheadt, ' 
more openly, and hme in their hands, more co- 
vertly: The ApofUe reckons up feme upon whom 
he writei the fentence of death ; ai in diefe dread- 
ful catalogau; which I befeech yn to ittend to 
with alt diligence, Efb, v, 5, 6. " For this ye 
" know, that no whoTtKioUKitf, nor nncleaa per- 
'< bo, nor covetoui man, who is an idolater, hath 
" aiiy inheritance in the kingdom of CbriA, and 
" of. God- Let no man deceive yoe with vun 
*• wonig, for becanfe of tUefe' things cameth thi 
" wrath of God npon. the children of difobedi- 
*' ence." Stv. xxi. 8. " But the fearful and un- - 
" believing, and abominable, and tntirderen, and 
" wboremongeri, and forcercrs,' and idolaters, and 
" all liars, Ihall have their part-in the lake that 
" barns with fire and brimllone, which is the fccond 
" death," 1 Ctr, vi. 9, 10. " Know ye npt that 
" the onrighteoua ihall not inherit the kingdom of 



" God? Be not deceived, neither fornictUr^, nor 
" idplaters, nor adnlterera, nor efteminale, nor 
" abufera of tbemielvea wich mankind,, nt>r thieves; 
'' ntM' tovctoui, nor drankards, nor revilers, nor 
'■ extortioncM, fhall inherit the kingdom of God." 
Ste Gal. r. 19.— 21. Woe to them that have 
tbcirnanie* written in tfacTe bcd-roQai fuch taxy 
know as certdnly al if God had told thsm froni 
btann; thit they are ilnfanCtifled, and under an 
impoffibility of bdng fared in thia condition. 

There are then thefe feveral kni Chat (paR alt 
^ifpate) are unconverted ; they carry their fturks 
in their forehead. 

1. The VntUaii: Thefe are ever reckoned 
imoDg the goats, and have t1|r>r names, whoever 
is left out, 10 all the before -mencioDed catalogaes; 
Efb. V. 5. RfV. xxi- 8 I Cer, vi. g, lO. 

2. The Cfvifous. Theft men are ever branded 
for iJtlaitn, and the doon of the kingdom are (hot 
a^nA them by name, Efb. vi ;. Cei. iii. 5. 1 C§r, 
»i. 6. 10. 

y. DrmtiltarJs. Not only fuch u drink a/mf 
their reafonj but withal (yea above all)' fuch as are 
too Ibong even for ftrong drink: The Lord fillf 
his raou£ mch woes againft thefe> and declares 
they "have no inheritance in the kingdom of 
'■ God," Ifa. V. Hi It; 21. QaS. v. al. 

4. Liari. ■ The God that .cannot lie has told 
them, that there is 'no [dace for them in hi) king- 
dom) no entrance into his hill ; but their portion ii 
with the father of lies, whofe children they are, iil 
the lake of banungt, Pjalm xv. t,t. Rtv. xki. 
8,27. 7i>i*viU. 44. frin/.ti. 17. 
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J. Swurtri. The end of thcTe without ^ecp 
rpeedy repcntiincc, ii fwifc deAtnOioD, and 
moft certain and unaroidable condemnitioii, "Jamii „ 
V. la. Zicb. T. 1, a, 3. 

6. Railtrt and Btuktittri, that love to take np a 
. KpftMch agunS thdr jieighboor, and fling all the 

dirt they can in his face, or elfe WMind him fecretly 
behind his back, Pfalm xi. 1. 3. i C«r> vi. 10. 
sttd T. 1 1 . 

7. TbitvtJtExHrtit>mn,^d Ofifri^iliat gnoi 
' the poor, over-reach their brethren, when thejr 

have them at an advannge; tbefe mult know thtt 
•• God 19 the avenger of all focb," i Tief, iy. 6. 
Hear, O ye faUe and purloining, vnd waflefnl 
lervants ! Hear, O ye deceitful tyadeTmen I hew 
your fentcnce ; God will certainly hold bis do«r 
ftgainft yon, and turn yoor treafarcs of anrj^te- 
onfneft into tt-eaTures of wrath> and mike your ill- 
gotten jllver and gold to torment you, like bani- 
iBg metal in your howeh, t Car. vi. 9, 10. yamu 
V. 2, 3. 

S. •• AH that do ordinarily liye in the profane 
'" negiefl of God's luwjhif'" that hear not hb 
word, that call not on his name, that reSrain 
prayer t>efore God, that mind not their own ngr 
. dieir families' fouls, but " live without God in the 
" worid," J„hn viii.- 4;. J<^ xv. +. F/a/. xiv. 4. 
abd bcxix. 6. Eph. ii. iz. a^idiv. t8. 

9. " Thofe that are frequenters and lovers of 
"cooipany." God hath declwed he will be the 
deftroyerof alTfach.andtbat they fliali never enter 
into the hill of his reft, Prav. xiiL 20. and vs. i. 
P>/.xv. 4. 
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10. Seefiri at religion, that make a fcorn of 
precile wollcltig, and rtiock at th« niefl'engers and 
• diligent fervant) of the Lord, and at their huly pro- 
feiTion, and make themlelves merry with the weak- 
neff and failings uf profellars. Hear, you defpiTeTa, 
jour dreadful doom, Prev, xix. zg. and iii. 34. 
z Ctmn. ixxi\. 16. 

SiMKT, cotifider diligently whether thoa art not 
to be found in one of thele ranks ; for if thi> ba 
thy cale, " thou art in the gal! of bitcernefs and. 
f* bond of iniquity ;" for all thefe do carry their 
marks in their foreheads, and are undoubtedly the 
fell of death. And if ib, the Lord "piiy our poor 
con^egations 1 O, how fmall a number will be 
Idt, when thefe ten Tons are taken out ! Alas ! od 
how many doois, on how many facej muft we 
write, *' Lord have mercy upon uj 1" Sirt, what 
. Jhifc do you make to keep up your con&lenGe of 
your good Aate, when God from heaven declares 
-agaiiifi you, and pronounces you in a flatc of dank 
nation ? I would realbn with you as God with them, 
" How canft thou fay, I aA not polluted /" Jtr, 
ii. 13. "See thy way in the valley, know- wiiat 
*' thou hail done," Man, is not thy confclenoe 
prvy to tricks of deceit, to thy chamber pranks, 
10 the way of lying ? Yea, are not. thy friend), 
thy family, thy neighbours, witneft to thy profane 
negleA of God's worlhip, to thy covetous praAicct. 
to thy envious and fnalicious carriiigeF May not 
ihey point at thee as chou goefl, 'fhere goes k 
gaming prodigal? There goes a drunken N^iali 
a companion of evil doers ? There' goes a ratler, or 
fcol&r, or a loofe liver f Bciofcd, God hath 
tvritten it as Mth a fun-beam in the bi.ok by which , 
>cu mnft be judged] that thefe are luit ihc fpcu of 
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lili chiUrent and that none fuch, except renewed 
by coiiverting grace, IhUl cvei efiape the damua- 
tioQ qf hell. 

O that fuch ai 70a would now be Aerfuaded to. 
" repeatt and torn from all your iran^rel&ans, or 
" elfe iniquicy will be your ruin !" Mzii. xviii. 30. 
Alaa poor Itardcned fiuDcn? Mull I leaTc you at 
laft where you were i Muft I leave the tjpler flillat 
thp lie-bench? Muft I leave the wantpa fUll ai hu 
4aliance } Muil I leave the malicious Aiti m hit vct 
nam, and the drunkard Aill at hi* vomit? Howcver> 
yoa mull know diat yoa have been warned, and 
that I am dear of your blood. And " whether 
** mm will hear, or whether they will forbear," I 
mil leave the fcriptore* with them, either ai thuD- 
der-bolts to awaken thenj« or m feuing-ironi ip 
harden them to a reprtdute fenfe, P/izl. Uviii. zi. 
" God Ihal! wound ihe head of his enemies, and 
" the hairy fcalp of fuch an one M goes on ffiU in 
•* his irefjwfies," Pro^.xxix. 1. " He that being 
'• often reproved bardeneth hu neck, Jhall fuddenly 
" be dellroyed, and that without remedy,** cbafi, 
i. 14, ^f. " Becaufe I have called, and ye re- 
*' fuf;d, I have ftretched out my hand,and no man ~ 
" regarded, ^r. I will miKlt at your calamity, 
*■ wheB your deftruftian cotneth as a wHtiwiod." 

And now 1 imagine many will begin, to blels 
diemfelvei, and 'think all is well, becaole they 
cannot be charged with the grolTer evils before- 
memioned ; but I mnft further ul) you, th^t tibcre 
are another fort of unlan^fied pcrlbna, ib^t carry 
not their nitarks in iheir foreheads, biu mote fe- 
cretly and covertlyi in their hands ; theTe do fre- 
qaently dcoiave theml^ves and oihets, and pafs 
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for good Ctiriflian;, whet they ve >I1 the vASh 
nnfoutid St bottcm. Muy pafi Dndifcovercd dU 
dnth and judgment bring ail to light. Thoft 
fdf-dcceivers feem to come even to he&Ven't gite 
(vidi full conjidence of their admiffion, asd yet are 
' fhut out at laft. Mat. vii. zz. 

Brethren beloved, I beftech yon deeply to lay to 
beart, and firmly retain this awakening confidera- 
tion, " that mohitudes mifcarry by cherillung 
■' feme Tecret fin, that it not only hidden iron 
" othen, but for want of fearching their own 
" hearu, even from themtelves." A man may be 
ftte from open pdluiions, and yet periOi at tafi by 
Ibme fectet noobferved iniquity. And there he 
thefe twelve hidden fina. through which loola go 
down by nnmber) into the Lambert of death) 
tbeli: you rnnft fearch carefuTy for, and note them 
SI black mark*, wherever they be found, difco- 
Tcring a gracelef* and unconverad ftxte : And ta 
yon love your livet. read carefullyi with a holjr 
jeaknfy of yoorlelvei, left yoo fbonld be the per- 
ioai concerned, 

I. " Grofi ignorance." O, how ma^poor 
fools doth this iin kill in the dark * ^^^S^^- 1 
while ^ey think verily they have goM>W^s> 
and are in the ready way to heaven f Thisir^ 
mnrderer that defpachei thocfanda in a filent tniiiT 
nef) when, poor hearts! they fufpefi nothing, and 
fee not the hand that deflroya them. You fhall 
find, whatever excufe; yon have for igtoranCei 
that it ia a foul-nndoing evil, Ijk. xxvii. ii . 2 Tin/", 
1.8, aC«r.iv,j. Ah! woLJd it not have grieved 
a man'* heart to have feen that Woefol fpe£tacle, 
when tht poor FroteBanu were fhut up, a andtir 



fU^e together in a bun, and a. butcher comes with 
Crael haods, warmed in human blood, and leada 
them one by one, blindfold, to a block where he 
Siem them, poot- innocents .' one after another by 
fcotes in cold blood i But how much more ihould 

' youf hearts bleed, to thinkof the hundreds in great 
congregatipm that ignorance doth butcher in {ecia, 
ynd le^ Uiodfeld to the block i Beware this be 
none of your cafe : Make no plea for ignorance; 
if yon fpare ti|ai fin, know tl^ac it will not fpare 
yoii ; And would a ww c^ > auirdecer to his b(^ 
fom f 

2. " Secret refervej in clofing witk Chrirt."-p 
To forfake all for Chn^i ™ " Ha^ f^er and 
" mother, yea,-a aaa'a own life" for him; " This 

. ." ii a hard laying," Luit xiv. 26. Some will do 
much, bot the^ mil not be of thq relieion that will 
jindo them ; they never come to be entirely devoted 
to Chnft, nor fully to refign to him: They muft 
have the fweet fin.; they mean to do themfelves no 
harm ; they have iecret exceptions for life, liberty, 
.'.or eftate. Many take Chrift thus, hand over-head, 
and never cooAder his fclf-denying terms, nor cafi 
4ip the coAj And thus error in the foundation mars 
all, and fecretly ruins them for ever^ Luinav. z8. 

■^. " Formality in religion," Many fticfc la 
tli^ dark, and reft in the outAde of religion and in 
€vs e;ctemat performances of holy duties. Mm, 
zxui. 15.; and thia oftentimes doth mtft effeftu- 
klly deceive men, and doth more certainly undo 
them than open loofenefs, as it iMsiii the Phan- 
iee's cafe, Mat. xxiii. 3 1 . Tjiey 'hear, they fafl, 
they pra/i they give alma, and ttieiefote mil not 
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beSeve but Hitir CMft is modi Lmiirnli. i>.) 
K^em» reAtng in the work Jone, and nning fhort 
of faeart-work, and the inii^ard power and life of 
religion, they fall (t lali into the baraing, front 
the flattering hopes and confident peribi^ins of 
iheir being in the ready way to heaven. Mat. to. 
xz, 23. O dreadfiil cife)- when a man's religion 
A^ ferve only to harden him. and effe&oal^ U) 

, delude and deceive his own foul I 

4. " The prevalence of falk ends in holy do* 
*■ ties," Mat. xnii> sf. This was the bane of the 
Fharilee : O how many prj^r fouls are undone b^ 
this, and drop into hell before they diii:em their 
miftafce! They perform good duties, and fo think 
alt is weH; bat perceive not that tbey are sfluated • 
by carnal motives all the while. It is too true, that 
even with the tririy fanAified many carnal ends wUl 
- '"frequently creep inj hot ihmi are the matter of hi^ 
hatred and humiliation, and never come 10 be ha- 
bitQally prevalent with him, and bear ^e greateft 
iW>y> Sanj.xW. ;.; but now, when the mun thing 
that doth ordinarily carry a man ouf to religious 
dnties IhsU be really fome carnal end, ai touusiy 

. his confcience, to get the repute t>f being religionst 
" to be feen of men," to ftiew his own gifts «m) 
part), to avoid the reproach of being a profane am) 
irreligious perfon, or the like ; t)lis diionerl an un- 
Jbamf heart, Haf. x. i. Zff*. vii. 3. 6. O profefr 
for ! if you would avcnd felf-deceit, fee that yoo 
nund not only yoor a&s, but mthal, ycjt, above 
all, your ends, 

5. ," Trnfling iti their own righteonTnefi," Lvb 
xviii. 9. This is a ftiol-nndotng mifchief, Kan. x. j. 
When men do truft in their own righteoubeft, they 
do indeed rejeft Chrifl'i. Bdov«l, yon ^ad nee4 
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)e wktcbfal OB every haod ; fer not only yonr fiiu. 
bat your dudes may uodo you. It may be yoq 
never thooght of chit; but fo k u, that a'man inry 
ti ctixainly milcarry by his fecRiiag nghteonfne^ 
god Aippoled graced as by gni% fms ; and tkat it, 
Tvhcn a man dodi truft in theTe u his righteoofBcfi 
before God, for the falistying hu jufHce, apjwafing 
)us wrath, procanog his favpur, and obtainine of 
bis own paidoD ; for this is to |Mit ChriS out of of- 
fice, and maiee a ikviour of our own duties and 
gAces. Beware of thti, O prDCeflbrs! you are 
nnch in duties ; but this one fly will fpcnLall the 
^tnient. When you have dore mofi and belt, be 
fnre to go out of yonrfelves to Chtift, reckon year 
own righteoufDcts bnt rags, P/aim ccliii- >• ft'i, 
UL Q.' I/m. hdv, 6. Nth. xiii. ;i. 

6. " A fecret enmity againfi cIk ftrtSncii eft*, 
" ligion," Many moial peribns, punftual in thdr 
formal devotion, have a bitter enmity agaioft pre- 
ctfenefs and Kate the life aad power of reUgioB, 
Phil. iii. 6. compared with ASt ». ) . They like 
not his forwardnefs, nor that men (hould keep fuch 
;^ fttr in region; they condemn the firidnefs of re- 
ligion as fingnlariiyi indifcntttm, and incenperate 
real} and with them a lively preacher, or a lively 
CfariOiaD, is but a heady felkw. Thefe men bav« 
not bofinefs as holinefs (for then they would love d>e 
height of hoIiDefs) and therefore are undoubtedly 
riKteii at heart, whatever good ofution they han 
oftbemfelves. 

7- ■• The refting in a certain jritch <)f reKgioo." 
Wben they have fo modi as will lave them (at 
tbey foppofe) ibey loc^ no farther, and ib fliew 
thmfdves fhort of true -grace, which will ever put 
jncB upon ofpiiing to far|ber petf«£ling, Phil, ui.' i f 



8. " The predominint love of the wotW." Tliii 
is the-iiire evidence of an uofatifUfied heart. Mart 

But how clofedoch. this fin lurk ofcentimea onder 
the lair covert of outward profeflion' Ln^iviii.i^. 
Yea, fuch ji power of deceit is there in this fin, thtt 
many times when every body elle can fee the 
man's ivorldlicefs and covetoafncTs, he cannot fee 
it himfelf, hiit hach fo many colours and excufes, 
and pretences for bis eagemefs on the world, that 
he doth blind his own eyes, and periOi in his flif' 
decril. How many profeflbra be there, with whom 
the world bath more of their hearts and afiefHoH 
' than Chrifl, " wjio mind earthly things," and 
thereby are eyii&ntly after the fleih, and like to 
end in deAruflian! Ram. viij, 5. Pbil. iii. i^. Vet 
aik thefe men, and they will tell you confidently, 
they prize, Chrift above all i God forbid elle ! and 
fee not cbeir owneaKhty-mindcdneri, for want of a 
narrow obfervation of the woHcings of their own 
hearts. Did they but carefully feareli, they would 
find that their greetelt content is in the world, Luii 
xii. 19. and their greateft care and main endeavour 
is to ^ and fecure the world, which are the cer- 
tain difcoveries of ap unconverted finner. May the 
profefling part of the world uke earneft heed that 
they penlh not by the hand of this fin uoobferved. 
Men may be, and often are, kept off from Chrifl 
as efiedually by the ioprdvnate love of lawful com- 
forts, as by the moil unlawfd coOrfes, Mtai.xa..$. 
Laitxiv. 18. 24. 

9. " Reigning malice and envy, againft ih^ 
" chat 6i^^eft them, and are injurious to them," 
I yoibn ii. 9. 1 1. O bow do many, that feem to 
he religious remember ifljoriet and carry grudges. 
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•nd niU retam man u good ai they bring, render- 
iii|;' evil for eril, loving to take rerenge. wifiiing 
evil to th^ diu wrong llien, dircfUy ag*ialt.tb« 
rale'of tlie goTpel, the pattern of Chrift, and th« 
nature of God J £*«. »i. 14. ;;. i Pit.u.xi.tj. 
liih.ia, \y\ Doabdefi where thii ev41 11 kept 
boiliBg in the heart, and ti not band, refifted, iik»- 
dfied, but doth habitually prevail, that perfon ji In 
the very |all of bitteraefi, aed in a Aate of dextbt 
Idat. xviii. 14, 35. I John m. 14, 15. 

Reader, doth cOtliiiig of this touch tlieef Art 
d>oa in none of the foreme&doned ranks ! O fearch 
and fearch agun; take thy heart fcdctnnly to iilk. 
Ws uato thee, if after thy proleffion thou Ihouldeil 
be found uikder the power ai ignorance, loft in for- 
maliiy, drowned in eaRhly-tnindednefi, envenomed 
tvitfa maiicei exalted in an opinion of thuW onu 
fighteopfneft, leavened with hypocrify and carnd 
«itda in God'i fernce, imbilterea agatnft flrifbcfsj 
.diis wpold be a lad dilcovery that alt thy rdigion 
vereinvain. But I ninft proceed. 

10. " ITnmortJfied pride." When men love the 
jirufe of men more than the prtire of God, and let 
their hearti upon men's elleem, tpplaufe, and ap- 
probation, it it moftxercain Aey are yet in then 
fiat, and ftrangen to trae converfion, y^Jai. 43. 
Qai. L 10. When men tee rot nor complain, nor 
groan under th^ pride of their own hearts, it it % 
fign. they are quite dead in fin. O, how lecredy 
dodi thit fin lire and reign in many hearti, and diey 
know it not, but are very firangers to ihemrelvet 1 
ytbn jri. 40, 

11. •' The pfevwiinglove ofpleafore." ??«■• 
pi. ^. This it a black mark. Whfn men give 
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- the Aeih tJie liberty that it craves> and pamper And 
pltife it, and do not deny'and reibain ,ii ; when 
thej; great delight h in gratifying their bellies, and 
pleaAng thrir fenfes: Whatever appearances they 
may have of religion, all i» uofoutid, Rom. xvi. i S. 
Vitui iii. ;. A flefh-pleafing life cannot be plea- 
fing to God. •' They tha.t are Chrift's have cm- 
" cifi^ the deft," .and are carefiit to crols it, aod 
keepitanderu theircnemy, Git/. V. 24.. i Cu-. xi. 
IJ. 27. 

12. " Carnal fecurity, or a prefumptooiu tm- 
-«. ground confidence that their condition is already 
"good," Snr. lit. 17. Many cry, peace ana' 
fafety, when fudden de^uftion ii coming upon them, 
I Tif^ V. 3 . i dtis was that which kept the footilh' 
virgins ileepkig, when they ftiouU have been work- 
ing; vpoD their beds, when they Ihould have beea 
at the inarfcets. War. XXV. 5. 10. Prtv.x. 5. They 
perceived not thefr want- of oil till 'the bridegroom 
iwaicome; and whilethey went to buy, the door 
was Ihut, And, O thai thde foolifli virgins had 
no fucceflbrs! Where n the place, yea, where is 
the houfe almoA, where thefe do oot dwell 7 Me* 
are willing to cherilh in themlielves, upon ever fi> 
Jighc grounds, a hope that their condition is good, 
and fo look not ottt aft^ a change, ard by this 
means periih in their fois. Are you at peacrf 
Shew me upon whaf grounds your peace it jnaio- 
lained; Ii it Icripture'peace? Can you Oiew the 
difliDguifhing marks of a found bcliaverf Can yon 
evidence that you have fomctHtfig mtjMg than any 
hypocrite in the world ever hadf \t pot, fear thri 
peate more than any trouble; and Knpw, that s 
jcatna] peace doth commonly proye the moftmortal 
fDtmy of the poor Ibul; and whilS it'&ules, and 
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ktfles, and fpetks it^ fair, doth fatally finite it, ia 
jt were, under the Bith rib. 

By liiis rime, inethinks, I henr my readen cir- 
ing out mth the di£Jples, " Who then ftialV be 
" laved i" Set ooc from among our congregations 
aH thofe ten ranks of the profane on the one hand, 
and then befidei take ont all the twelve forta of dofe 
and felf-deceiving hypocritev on the other hand, 
and tell me then whether it be not a remnant that 
fliall he faved. ^How few will be the 0ieep chat 
ihall be left when all thele fhall be feparated and 
fet among the goau? For piy part, of all my nu- 
- merous hearers, I have no hope to fee any of them 
in heaven, that are to be found among tfaefe two and 
twenty forta tbal are here mentioned, except by found 
converfion they are broaght into another condiiioD. 
Application. And now, Confcience, do liiy 
office; fpeak out, and fpeak home to him that 
heareth or jeadeth th^e linei. If thou find any of 
thefe muti upon him, thou muft pronounce him 
utterly nnclean, Liv. xtii. 4^. Take not up a lie 
into thy mouth, fpeak not peace to him to whom 
<30d fpeaka no peace : Let not luft bribe thee, or 
icif-love, or carnal prejudice blind thee. I fub- 
pcena thee from the court of Heaven to come and 
eive^in evidence: I require thee in the name of 
God to go with me to the fearch of the fufpefled 
hoole. As thou wilt anfwer it at thy peril, give in 
a true report of the itate and cafe of him that read- 
eth this book. Confcience, wilt thou aliogether 
hold thy peace at fuch^ time at tHis i I adjure thee 
by. the living God thai thou tdl ni the truth, Mai. 
y'xvi. 6j. Is the man convicted, or ia he not? 
X)oth b( allow htmfclf in any way of fin, or doih he 
not ! Doth he truly love, and jjeaft^ and prize, and 
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delight in God above all other thlflga. Or not f 
Come, pat it to an ilTue. 

How long fhall thii foul live at uncertainties ? 
O coofcience, bring in thy verdtdi Ii this man 
a new man, or 'a he notf How dofi thou find it? 
Hath tbcre paffed a iborough and ihighty change 
upon lum, or not ? When wai the time, where wai 
the place, or what were the meu» by wluch this 
thorough chsnge in the new birth was wronghc in bis 
feul ? Speak, Coofdence; or if thou canit not tdl . 
time and place, caoft thou fliew fcHpture-evidence 
that the work ia done? Haih the man been ever 
taken off from his faife bottom, from [he falfe bopest 
anft falfe peace whemn once he trnfted ) Hath he 
been deeply coDnnCed of fin, and of hii loft and an> 
done condition, and brought ont of himfelf, and off 
from hii fmg, to give np hjmfelf entirely to Jefns 
Chrilt i Or, di^ thou not find him to this day under 
the power of ignorance, or in the mire of profane- 
nefs } Haft thou not found upon him the gains of un- 
rigbteoufnefs ? Doft thou not find him ■ flracger to 
prayer, a neglefler of the word, a lover of this pre- 
fenc world I Dofl thou not often catch him in a lie i 
Doft thou not Jind hit heart fermented with malice, 
or burning with luft, or going after his covttonf- 
nefs i Spealc plainly to all the forementioned par- 
ticular.; ; Canft thou acquit this man, this woman, 
from beirg'any of the two and twenty forts here de- 
fcribed ? If he be found with any of them, fet them 
a£de, hi^ portion u not with the faints ; he muft be 
converted, and made a new^creaiure, or elfe he can- 
not enter bto<ihe icingdom of God. 

Seloved be not- your bivn betrayers, do not de- 
ceive your own hearts, nor fet your hands to your 
own ruin, by-a wilful, blinding of you'rfetvs. Set 
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Op a bibanal in yonr oivn bnafts, bring the word 
and confcience together : " To the. kw and to the 
" teftimooy," ^ vlii. 20.; hear what the word 
conclades of your eflatcs? O follow the fearch till 
joa have found how the cale (Unda f millake here. 
And perilh. And fijch is the treachery of the 
heart, the fubdity of the tempter, and the deccicfiil>- 
Dcfs of fin, Jir. xni. 9. z Car. xi. 3 . tJei. iii. 15. ; 
all confpire to flatter and deceive the poor foul ; 
mnd withal, (6 comiion uid eafy it is to be miltalcenv 
diat it is a ihouTand to otie but you will be deceived> 
sukfi you be very carefal, and ihorodgh, and im- 
partial in [he inquiry into your fpiricual condition; 
O, therefore ply your work, go to the boitaiD, 
fearch with candSei, weigh you in the balance, 
come to the ftandard of (tie fanfluiiry, bring yoor 
CoaD to die touchftone. You have the archefl cheats 
in the world to deal wit'', a world of counterfiiit 
coin is going; h^ppy ishe that talcesnocounterifor 
gold. Saiao is mafter of deceit ; he can draw to 
the life, he is perfeft in the trade, there is oothing 
but becan imitate. 

You cannot wiih for any grace, hut he caa fit 
you 10 an. half with a ccunierfcit. Trade warily, 
look on every ^°ce you cake, be jealous, trufl not 
lb much as your own hearts. Run to Gtid tn 
fearch you and try you ; to txamine jroii, r.tid p"0»e 
your reins, P/al. xxvi. 3. and cxxxix. IJ,' 24. if 
other hefps fulfil not to bring all to ,;n iffuf, bu' you 
are ftiil at a lofs, open your caies faithfully to (ome 
godly and faithfol minifter. Mai. Vi. 7. ; rtft not till 
jrou have pu: the bufinefs of your tu-mal welfare 
OuCof queltion, 1 Fet. ii. 10. -O. Searcher tf hearU, 
^nt thoD this foul apon, and help him in hii leardi ! 
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CHAP. V. 

SilvliMg til ltlSBniES»f tht VHCOXVE^TSO. 

OO nalpeakaUy dreadfil ii the cafe otenry iui« 
fT^ OMvcrtMl fotd, tbu I hafc fomeuiiMt thoti^, 
tt I could W cooviitce men thtt tbej are jret lUk- 
rc g e u er a te, the work-wcTe upon Uie muter done. 

fiat I (idly ezperience, that fnch a ffint cd Hoth 
Mdflainbcr fRam.a.S. Mat. xiS, 15.) poffeffetk 
die miiiui&fied, thu tho' they be conrinced that tfaey 
are yei aactnV«tEd, yet tbey often times cardcfi^ 
fit ftill ; and what through die avocation of kiAii 
pkafarM, or hurry of worldly bnfinefs or nciie and 
clUDOar of ear^ly carev and la&a, and afieftions, 
Luit^i. 14. the voice of confcience is drowned, and 
men go no farther chanfomecc^wifhei, attdgeaenl 
pai^fes of repenting and amending, jISs xxiv. i c. 

it is therefore of high neceffity that I do not only 
conrincemen^ac they areunC0Dverted,bu[ chat laUa 
endeavour to bring them 10 a fccle of the fearful 
mtfety of thii ^:e. 

But here 1 find myfelf a-groatK) at firft putting 
forth. What tongnecan tell the hciri of hell faffid- 
cntly of Aoi* mifery, nnlefi it were Divei'i in thtt 
jlame? Liiit xvi' 2^. Where ia the ready writer 
whofe pet) can decypherthormifery that are" with^ 
'• outGodin theworld?" fp^.ii.ii. ThiscamuK 
liilly be done, anlefi we know the tnHftitaocean of 
that blirsofperreflion whichisin that Cod, which s 
Itatc of fin (.'oih exclude men from. " Whoknoweth 
" (fiith Mofes) the power of thine aagerl" PfiJm 
xc. 1 1. And how Ihall I teU men that wluch 1 do 
not know? Yec fo much we koow, as oac would 
think Hou'd fliake the heart of (bat man that imd 
the Icaft degree of f^ritual life and ibofe, ;•' 
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Bin thil it jet the more po&ig difficulty, that I 
■m tofpeak tothem thsc arc without fenfc. Alat I 
chis is sot the leaft pan of inaii'i mileiy upon bimi 
that he is dead, fluk dead in trdpaflu and liD>t 
£fh.u.t. 

Cotild I bring paradife inco view, or refHrefent the 
kingdom of heaven ca as much advaniage ai the 
tempter did tbe >dngdom« of the world, ard all the 
glorjr thereof, toour Saviour; orcoiddl uncover the 
face of the deep and devouring gulph of Tof^et, ia 
■U i[» terrors, and open the gates of ibe infernal 
farnsce, ahu 1 he hath no eyes toiee it, Mut. mi, 
14, i{. Could I puDt out tbe beauiiu ef holi- 
ng or gkny of the goTpel to the Kfei or cocid I 
bring abovc>bo8rd the more than diabolical define 
fnity and ngliselt of Cn, he can no more judge of 
Che lovltnefc and beauty of the one, and the fijihi* 
ttefa and haKfnlnefs of the other, than a blind maa 
of colouri. He is alienated from the life of God 
chrODgfa tbe ignorance that it in him, becaafe <tf d>e 
MiajKfiofhM heart, J^A.iv. |8, ; he neither doth 
1161 can kaotr the things of God, becai^c they arc 
fpiritually dilcerned, t Car. ii. 14. ; his eyes can- 
not be ^nngty opened bni by converting grace, 
■^3i sxvi. i3.; he is a child ctf darknefs, and walka 
in darknefs, i yabn i. 6. ; yes, " the light hi bim 
■• is darknefs," Mai, vt. 23. 

Shall I tng his knell, or read hii fentcbcef or 
Jbundlo his ear the terrible trump .of God's jndge< 
stents, that one would think flioulil make both hia 
ears to tingle, and ftrike him into Belfhazzor'a fit, 
evett to ^>pal bis countenance, and loolen hia 
joints, and make hii koees fmite one aesjoft ano* ' 
Iber? Vet, alas I he percrives me not, he bath no I 
ears to htu. Or flull I c^ up the daughien '* ' 
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aiuiic, and ling the fongof Mofei and of the Lamb? 
Yet he will not be ftirred. Shall I allure him with 
the joyful found, and lovely fong, and glad tiding) 
of the gofpel; with the molt fweet and invidng 
calls, comforts, and cordials of the divine prentifes, 
fo exceeding great and precious f It will not affeft 
him favingly, unlefs I could find him ears; Mat. 
xiu. t;. as ivell as cell him the new«. 

Which way IhaH I come at the imferabie objedi 
That 1 have to deal with ? Who Ihali make the 
heart of Stone to relent t Zich. vii. 1 1 , 12. or die 
lii^lefs carcafe-to feel and move? That God alope 
that "-is able of ftones to raifc u^ children unto 
^' Abraham," Jl£ir. iii. 9.; "that raifeth the dead," 
I Cer. i. 9, and " melteth the mountains," J^*^- »• S- 
and Arikes water out of the flints, Dait.v\a,i^.i 
that loves to work like himfelf, beyond the ho^ 
and belief of man; that peopleth his diurcti with 
dry bones, and planteth his orchard with dry fticksf 
be is able to do this. " Therefore I bow my knf e 
" to the moft high God," Epb. iii. 1 4. and our Sx- 
Hriaur praj-ed at Ihe fcpulchr* of Lazarus, Jatm id. 
5S. 41. and the Shunsmite ran to the man of God 
for her dead child, z KiHgi'vi. tj.; fo doth your 
mourning minifier kneel aboot your graves, and 
carry you in the a«na of prayer to ^at G* m 
whom your help is found. 4, 

" O thou all-powerful Jehovah, tbuworke£. 
" and none can hinder thee ! that bofi die key jf ' 
f of death and hell, pity thou the poor fouls A^tlM 
." here entombed, and roll away the grave-fione^ 
V and fay, as to Lasarua, Come forth ; Lighten 
" thou thif darkneCi, O inacceflible Light, and )e^ 
M the'day-fpriog ftom on high irifit the d«k ttr-^ 



" gioM of tbv dod, to whom I {jieak, fi>r thou 
" caeft c^Kn tlie cyei that death itfelf bath clofed : 
" Thou that fatmtdA the ear, canll icllore the 
" hearing: Sayr^ou to thcfe ears, ^phphatbrn, and. 
'■ they fbal] be <^}eiied. Give ihpu eyes to fee thine 
" excdlenciei, a ufte that inay relifh thy fweetadi} 
" a Icent thai may favour thy ointmenUi a feeliDg 
" that may dlfcern (he privilege of thy favour, the 
" burdbn of thp Wrath, the intderaUe weieht of 
" uopardoued &n ; and give thy fervanta order to 
*■ prt^efy to the dry waet; a.a& let the efiedi of 
" this prophely be as th(^ cf thy prapheti tvheii 
*< he[Ht>phe£ed thevalley of dry bones into a living 
"army, exceeding £reat," ExtJc.xgK<n\.\,Uc. 

But I moll proceed, ai I am able, to unfold that 
myStttj which, 1 confefs, no tongue can MAy unftdd, 
no heart can dioroughly comprehend.-— Kjiow, 
therefore, that while thou art unconverted, ' 

lA, "The infinite God is engaged againfi thee.'* 
It is no fmall part of thy mifcry that thou art wldi- 
OBt God, Epb. ii. II, How doth Micah run cry- 
" ing after the Danites, " Ye have taken away my 
*' god), and what have I more V Jn^gti xvm. 
33, 24. O white a mourning then muil thou lift 
op that art without God, that caoft lay no cl^m 
,16 him wtthont daring ufurpadon ! Tboo mayejt 
■ Jay of God asShebaof David, " We have no part 
** in David, neither have we inheritance in the foa 
'^_af Jctk," ^Sem. XX. t , How painful and piercing, 
smoan is that of Saul in his extremity I " The Phi- 
lifliiies.aie upon me," and " God ia departed from 
" me!" I Sam. xxviii. 15. But what will ye do, O 
finana, ia your day of vi£tation ! Whether will ye 
Hj I. 
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:>liee for help f where will you leave yoar glory F I/m, 
■ -'x. 3. What will ye do when the Philifiines an -. 
.'"^ipon you ; when the world Ihall take'tta eternal leave 
of you ; when you muA bid your iH«nds, houfes, &nd 
lards farewell for 'evermore ? What will ye do then, 
' I fay, that have no God to go to ? Will you call on 
him? Will you cry K) him for help? Alas! be will 
not Own yoO) Prov. t. z8> ZQ-i he will not take 
any noticeof you, butfendi you away with "I iKver 
" kntwyou," Hu. vii. 23^ They that know what 
it is to have aGod to go to, a God to live upon, thejr 
know a little what a fearful mtlery it is to be with- 
piit God. This made that hdy man cry out, " Let 
'_' me have a' God, or nothing. Let me know him 
'"and his will, an,d what wiU pleafe him, and how 
'' liqay come to enjoy him ; or woald 1 had never . 
'* had* an- und^ Handing to know any thing," &c. 

But thou art not only wirhout God, but God ist 
againftthee, £'wi. v.8,9. JVaiMi.it. 13. O! if 
God would but (land neuter, though he did not 
own or help the poor Unner, his cafe were Dot fo 
deeply miferable, though God (hould give up ths 
poor creature to the will of his enemies, to do 
their woT(l'U-ich him; though he Ihould deliver 
him over <d ihe tormentors. Mat. xviii. 34.; that 
devils Ihpuld tetr and torture him to their utmoft 

Ccr and flciH, yet this were not half fo fearful. 
God nill fet himfelf againlV the linner; and, 
believe- it, ■■ it is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God," Htb.11.. 3I.; there U 
lio friend like him, no enemy like him : As mnch 
as heaven is above the earth—Ominpotency above 

jn^Otency Ir/inity above nulUty— fo moCk 

more horrible is it to fall into the handi of tbe 
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Tcvlng God, thui into the paws of bears or liont, 
yea twixs or devils ; God himfelf will be thjr tor- 
mentor ; ih^ deJlmfiion fliall come from the pre- 
IcDce of the Lord, i Ti/^ i. 9. " Tophet is 
" deep >nd large, ixti the wrath of the Lord, like 
" a liver of briraftone, doth kindle it," IJi. xxx. 
••.33. If God be Bgunft thee who fliall be for 
" thee ; If one man fin sgainft another, the judge 
"Ihall judge him; but if a raaa fin againfl the 
" Lord, who fliall intrealfiar him ?" i Sam. ii. i; , 
••Thou, even ihoQ art to be faared.j and who ' 
*' ftudl ftand b thy fight when once thou art 
"aogryf" P/o/n botvi. 7. " Who h that God 
" that ihail deliver you out of hia hands ?" Dan. 
jii. 1;. Can Mammon f "Riches profit not in 
*' die day of wr^ ?" Prw. .xi, 4. Can kings or 
warriors f No: •■ They Ihall cry to the mountains 
** and rocks to fall on them, and hide them from 
" the face of him that fiiteth on the throne, aii4 
*' from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day 
•* of his wrath is comej .and wh9' fliall be able la 
••fiandf" Riv.yi. 15. ly. 

Sinner ! methinks this ihould go like a dagger 
to thy hearc to know chat God is thine eneiny : 
O, whither wilt thou go i Were wilt thou flicker 
thee ? There is no hope for thee, unlefs thou lay 
down thy weapons, and fae oat thy pardon, and 
^c ChriA to EUnd thy friend, and make thy peace: If 
H were not for this, thon mighteft go into fome howl- 
ing 'Wildemefs, and there pine in forrow, and run 
nuul for anguifh of heart and horrible dejpair : 
- But in Chrift there is a polfitulity of mercy for 
thee ; yea, a proffer of mercy to thee, that thou 
-mayefl have God more for thee, than he is now 
•gainll tbccj but if thou wUt not (br&ke thy fir' 
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nor turn tboroughly and to Ibme porpofe to God, 
by a Ibund converfioOt the wrath of God abideih 
OB thecr and he procUimeth hioifelf to be againft 
thee, as m the prophet E^kiej, fiaf. y. B. 
''Therefore thus fiith the I^dGo:^ "Behold, 
" I, even I am ■gaiofi thee." 

I. "ICj fac« u againft thee," P/alm xxdr. i6. 
" The face of the Lord is agwnll them that do 
evil, to cut off the remembrance of then." Wo 
nhto them whom God fhall kt his face agUDft. 
When fae did but look on the hoft of the Egyp- 
tians, how terrible was the confequence ! £wi. 
xiv. 3. " I will fet my face againft that man, and 
*' will make him af^n and a proverb, and will cat 
" him *&* from the midfl of my peaple, and ]roa 
« Ihall know that I am the Lord." 

II. " Hii ^art is agaioll ihec." He hateth all 
the workers of iniquity j man, doth not thy heart 
tremble to tlunk of thy being an objed of God's 

> hatred? Jir.xv.i. " Though Moies andSamacl ' 
" Aood before me, yet my mind could not be 
" towards this people ; caft tbem out of my fight." 
^eh; xl 8. " My foul lotfaed them, and their fbuh 
alio abhorred me. 

III. " His hand is againft thee," i Sam. xii. 
14, 15. All hii attribotes Ate againft thee. 

FirH, His juflice is like a flaming fword Dn- 
Iheathed againft diee : " If I whet my glAterwe 
^' Iword, ai)d my hand cake hold on jndgemut, I 
" will render vengeance co mine adveriaries, and 
*' will rewmd them that hate me : I will make tm«e 
" arrowi drunk with blood," Z)c*/.xxxii.t40.4i. 

So ex^a ii Juftice, that it will by no mean* 
clear the gnil^, £.W. xxxiv, 7. God will not 
diicharge uec. " he tvUl not lidd thee guUtleCh" 
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E»td, xx. 7. ; but null require the wfiale debt in 
peribn of thee; unlets ihou canll make a fcripture- 
daim to Chrift, and hii fatisfidikin. Wnirn the 
etiGghtened iinner looks on Juaice, and leea the 
balance in wikh he is ta be weighed, and the 
fwtwd by which he maA be^eseeuted, be feels an 
earthquake in hi) bieafl: But Satan keeps this ont 
of fignt. and perfoades the foul (whi^.)ie, can) 
that the Lord is All made Bp of mercy, and To loUl 
itafieep in fin. Divine juftice i) Tery.ltriS, it 
nuft have fatiifaftion to the atmolt &rttung, it de- 
nonnceth " indignation Mid wrath, tribuIatioQ and 
•• anguifli/ to every foul that doeth evil," Rem. ii, 
fl, 9. " It cuHcth eveiy one that conUDoeth not 
*• in every thing that is written is the law, to dO 
"it," Gal. iii. IP- The joitice »f God « Uw 
m^ardbned Goner, that hath a fenfe of Jits oiifeiyi 
» more terrible than the Jight of the JbaiUff or 
creditor to the bankrupt debtor, or than the £ght 
b£ the Judge and bench to t^e robber, or of the irons 
and gibbet lo the guihy murderer. When jutlice 
fits upon life and death, O what a dreadful work 
doth it majce with ^e wretched finner ! " Bind ' 
** him band and foot) call him into ntier darknefi; 
•* [here fhall be weeping and gnafliing of teeth,", 
Mait.xm. 1^. "Depart from me, ye cnrfed, i 
*' into evetlaftiDg fite," Matt, xxv. 41. '^hig t^ 
the terr'Ale fenteoce that Jiiftice proaouncetiC 
T^y finner, by this levere Juftice muft thou be 
tried! And, as God liveth, chis k^ng fentence 
IbaJt thou bear, anlefs.thou r^nt *nd he con- 
▼erted. - 

Secondly, "Thehoiioefsof GoAp fullof anti- 
•' pafhf Bgainfl thee." P/ala v. 4, 5. He is ikI 
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obIj' angry with thee (Jo he may be wiwfcis own 
chiidren] hat he haih a fixed, rooted) habitual dif- 
pleafare agaiafl thee, <' He lotho tbee," Ztti. 
fii S. And what is done by thee, though in fiih- 
fiance commatided by him, Ifii. 1.-14. ™°'- '* '°* 
God's nature is infinitely contrary to £n, and fa he ' 
cannot but hate a finner out ofChrift. 

O, what miiery^s this, to be out of the faTonr» 
yea, under the hatred of God ! Eteltf. v. 6, Utf. 
ix- 15. ; that God who can as eafily lay afide hii 
nnurc, and ceafe to be God, a* to be contrary ta 
thee, snd detefl thee, except thou be changed and 
renewed by grace. O finner ! bow darefi thou 
to thuilc of t)^ bright ^d rai3iant fon of purity, of 
the beantiei, the ^ry of holinefi that is in God ! 
f The ftars are not pure in his fight," ^tt xxv. 5. 
^■' He ^Bpiblei himfelf to behold tkioga diat are 
f done in heaves,'' P/olm cxiS. 6. O thofe tight 
pnd rpaHcling eyes of hii ! What do they foy in 
Ottti And tboa haft no interefl in Cbrift nrither, 
tW he ftioiald plead for thee. Methinks he ihoidd 
dear thee crying oat (aflDnifhed) WTtb the Bethlhc- 
mites, V Who fliall fland before this Lord God 1" 
f Sam. vi. fo- ' 

Thirdly, 'f The power of God ia motmted Kke 
." a mighty cannon agtinA thee." Tlic glory of 
Cod't power is to be difplayed in the wonderfid 
coBfn&on and deftruAion of dirm that obey not the 
gtifpel, 1 Tiff. f. 8, 9. He will " make bii power 
" known in them" Xtm. ix. iz. How mighdly be 
can torment them, for thia end he- raifed them np 
-"that he may make his power4tBOwn," Rcm.ix. ry. 
Pmanl Artthouableto make thy part good whh thy 
leaker? No more than a fiily reed agaiull the cedan 
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of Ood, or ■ fitde eocl-bo&t agaiaft the tumblings 
ocnn, or the chiMrensbabblM againA the blnfleiinff 
wind*. Siniter, the pow«r of Gi^'s anger u againft 
tbee> P^im zc. II.; and power and auger together 
make fearful work ; it mre better tbon hadfi ill the 
world in arms aguuft thee, than to have the power 
of God agaioft thee. There is no cfcaping hit 
JuukU, no brealdag hit pnfi». " The thnnder /■ 
" of hit power who can anderfbod i" Jth xx?i. - 
14. Unbappx man that Unit underftutd it hf^' 
mling it 1 " If he will ctroceod with him, he cao- 
" not aDfwer him one of a thou&tid. He it wife 
*' in heart) and mighty in ftrength i who hath 
" hardened binrelf againft him and profpered t 
" Which removeth the mouotains, and they know ' 
" it not \ which ovs/iurneth them in bit anger ; 
*' which ftudwtb the earth out of her place, and the 
**pl)an thereof tremble; wMch commandeth the 
** iWri and it rileth not, and fealeth up the ftart f 
" Behold he t^keth awajr, who can hinder hira f 
" Who will &j onto him. What doeft ihoa ! If 
" God will not withdraw hia anger, the proud 
" helpers do Hoop nndcr him," jah ix. 5. iSc. 
And art choa a lit raat:^b for luch an anugonill P 
"OI confider this, you that forget, God, left be^ 
'* tear you in pieces and there be mxte .tt> deliver 
"you," PJa}. 1.12. Submit to mercy, let 'not^ufl 
anid ftubhle fUnd cut againft the Alttiigbcy 1 fet ^t 
briers and thorns agunft him in batilei. lel^ he go 
thioagh them, and condime them together; but 
lay h^ on his ftrength, th.-it you may '' tnaks 
•' peace with hiip," Ij'a. xxvii. 4, 5. " Wo unto 
*' him that Ariveth with his Maker," l/a. ;(lv. 9. 

FuiTihlj, " The wifdom of God ii fet to ruin 
" thee." He " hfith ordained his artows, a»d 
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*' prepaied idbuments of death, and made idl 
"things ready,'.' PJalm vij ii. 13. His conn- 
feb are againll ihee, to contrive tbf deftruflioB, 

£r. xviii. 1 1 > He laughi to fee how thou wilt 
taken and rttfDared in the evil day, P. aim xxxvii. 
13. " The Lord fhall laugh at him, for'he faeth 
" that the day ia cbmiag." He fees how thoa 
wik come down miehdiy in a moment ; how thoa 

' wilt wriag thy hands, tear thy hair, eat thy fle(bi 
and gnafh thy teeth for anguilh and aftonilhment of 
heart, when tbou leeft thou art fallen remedilelsl/ 
into the pkof deftrudion. 

Fifthly, " The truth of God ii fwom agaioS 
*< thee," Jyai, xcv. 11. If he be true and laith- 
fol, thou muA periQi if thou goeft oa, Laii xiii. 3. 

' Unle& he be falfe to hii v/cM, thou muft die, ex- 
cept thou repent, Exti. xxxiii. 11. " If we be- 
" Iteve not, yet he sbidech futhfid, be cannot dcnj 
"himfelf," i Tim. it. 13. thatia, he it faithful 
to hi) threatening) aa well as promifes, and wilt 
lliew hia f^ihfubefs in our cotifufion, if we believe 
not. God hach told thee, as plain as it can be 
fpokcn, that "if he wa(h thee not, thou baft no 

■ " part in him," Jtin jtiii. 8. ; that " if tbou liyeft 
" after the flelh tbou (halt die," Stm. viii. 13. ; 
that *■ except thou be ctinverted thou (halt in no 
" wife enter into the kingdom of heaven," Matt. 
xyiii. ]. ; and he abidcth futhful, he cannot deny 
faimrelf. Beloved as the immutable faithfulnefs of 
God Jn ills promife and oath affords be'iifvera 
ftrong conlblation, Mti. vi. 18. fo ihey are to un- 
believers for firong confteruatioi) and confufion, 
O finner,' tell me, what Jhifc dofl thou inal<e to 
think of all the lhre^ie;iings of God's word, that 
*Bod opon record againfl thee i Dofl thou belieVe 
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'ibxy ue troth or not ? If no^ tbon art a wretched 
infidel, and not a. ChnftUn ; sod tbeeefore give 
over the nanie and hopei of a Chriftian. But if 
thou daft beUeve them, O heart of fteel that thoa 
haft, that canA wallc up and iawa in quiet, when 
the truth and faithfalnefs of God a engaged to ' 
deftroy thee ! So that if the Alaiighty can da it. 
thon lha]( furely perifh and be damned. Why. 
inan ! the whole book of God doth teltify agaioli 
thee, while thtiu remaincft unlkn^Hed : It con- 
demns ihee in every leaf, and is to thee like 
Bzekiel's roll, " written within and without with 
" lamentation, and mourning, and wo," Eztk. ii. 
lo. ; and all this ihall lurely come upon thee, and 
overtake thee (Diut. xxviii. ij.) except thou re- 
pent : '■ Heaven and earth fhaU pafs away, but 
" one jot or title of this word mall never pal* 
" an'ay," Matt.y. iS. 

Now put all this together, and tell me if tbe 
cafe of the Unconvened be net deplorably mifer- 
able : As we read of fome perlons ihat had bound 
themfelves in an oath, and in a cuHe, to kilt Paul; 
lb thou tnufl ICDQW, O finner, to thy error, that all 
the attributet of the infeiite God are bound in an 
oath to deAroy thee, Hib. iii. i3. O man! What 
wilt thoo do ? Whither wilt thou flee i If God's 
omnifdeLcy can find thee, thou ihah not efcape : . 
If the tree and faithful God will faVe his^oath, 

ferilh thou mufi,' except thou believe and repent : 
f the Almighty hath power to torment thee, thou 
&alt be perfefljy mi&rable in fonl and body to dl 
cteinity, nnlefs it be prevented by (oeedy convtrfion-. 
11. " The whole creation of God is agaiuft 
■' thee." •• The whole creation (faith Paul) ^roan- 
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■■ eth and travailnh in pain," Sen. v'dl. zt. Fur 
what 19 it the crtation groancth under i Whjr, the • 
fearful abufc thai it is fubje£l to, in ferving the 
lufl of unfaDAified men. And what is it that the 
creation groanetb for I Why, for freedDin and H- 
beny from this abufb ; for the *■ creature is very 
" unwillingly fubjefl to this .bondage," Rem. viii. 
19,— XI. if the onreafonabic and inanimate crea- 
tures had ^ech and reafon, they would cry out 
tinder it aj a bondage unfufFerable to be abufed b^ 
the ungodly^ contrary to their natures and the eoda 
that the great Greater made them for. While the- 
liOtd of nofti is againft thee, be fure the hoft of 
the Lord is agaiMA thee, «nd all die creatures as 
it were up in armsi till upon a tnao's converfion 
the controveriy being taken op (jetwecn God and 
faim, he makes a convenantof peace with the crea^ 
turea for him, yal xxii. ai,— r24' Ha/, ii. i8> — 20r 
III. " The roaring lion hath hia full power upon 
'" thee," I Pa.y. 8. Thou art faft m the paw 
of that lion that ii greedy to devour ; in the fnare 
(^ the devil, led captive by him at h;« will, a Tim. 
ii. ad. This is the fpirit thit worketh ie the 
children of dUbbedience, Efb. ii. k. ; his dmdget 
they arc, and his luft ihey do. He is ralcr erf the 
' darcnefa of this world, E^h, vi. t%. that iSf of' 
Ignorant , fin ncrs that live in darknefs. You pinr 
the poor Indians that worfliip the derit for their 
pod, bnt little think it is your own cafe. Why- 
it is the common mifery of all the unftndilied, 
that the devil ii iheir god, a Ccr, iv. 4. Not 
that they do intend to do him homage and wtfr- 
fliip, th*y will be ready to defy him, and him that 
fhould fay fo by them; but all ttiis while they 
fetvc him, Mtd come and go at bit beck, aod live: 



«B^ his goveioment : " Hia fervants ye are to 
" whom you yield yourfelvM to ob:y," Rem, vi. 
16. SaubtUfi the Uar inttndi not a fervice ta 
Satan, but kii own wlvaiitage ; y:t it is he that 
ilanda in the corner uaoUerred, aAd putieth the 
things into his heart, ^3i v, 3. yabm viii. 44. 
Qneftionlefs, Jiidaa, when he tM his mafter lor 
inooey, and ttie Chaldean 1 and fiabeans, vnhen they 
pIludeKd Job, inteDded noc to do the devil a 
pleafure, but to (ktiify their own covetoos thirft; 
yet ic was he chmt aAuated them in their wicked' 
a^, y»i xiii. xy. y»i. i. 14. j j. ty. Men may 
be rery Haves and drudges for the rlevil, and never 
IcBOw it; nay, they may pleafethemfetves in Ae 
tlioaghti of happy liberty, z Prt- v- 19- 

^tt thoa yet In ignorance, and not turned Trtini 
darkncri to light i Why, thou art under the power 
■of Sataa, JSi xvi, tS. Baft thou Hve in the or- 
dioary and wilful pra^e of any Icnown fin ; know 
tiiU thou art of the devil, I 7D^a iii. 8. Doftthou 
livt in Ante, or 'envy, or m^ice 1 Verily be is thy 
Athcr,7<>£«viii. 40,4,1. O dreadful cafe ! How- 
ever Satan may provide his flivei with diveu plea- 
fores, fitai iii. ]. ; yet it is hot to draw them inta 
ctidlefs perdition. The ferpent camei with ths 
apple in hit meurh, O ! but (with Eve) thou feeft 
fiot the deadly 1^Rg in his tail. He Ihat is now 
tky tempter, VMllaDedaybe thy.tormeiitor. O, 
tlttt I could but gire thee to fee how black a raaf- 
ter ihou ferveft, how ^Ithy a drudjeTy ihou doll, 
how mercilefs'a tyrant ihou gratifiEft, aH whofe 
plctfore is to let thee on work to malcc thy perdi- 
tion and damnatioa lUre, and to heat the furnace 
hoocr and hotter, id which thou maft bum for 
Millimt and nilHoiu of »gtt. 
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IV. " The goilc of all thy fins lies like a moDn-> 
*' tain upon thee." Po9r foul ! then fecleft it not, 
but'thn IS that which feals thy mifery upon thee. — , 
Vfhile anconiened none of ihy fins can be blotted 
out, j43j iii. ig. ; thej" are all epon^the fcore 
againfi thee. Regeneration and renuffion'are never 
' feparated] the unranftified are unqueSicnably oq- 
juAtfied and unpardoned, i Cer. vi. ii. ) Ptt. 
i. 3. ffd- ix. 4. Beloved, it ia a fearful thing 
to be in debt, but above all'in God's debt; Ibr 
there i* no arreft fo formidable as his, no prifon fo 
honible as his. Look upon an enlightened finner, 
who feels the weight of his own guilt, O how 
j&igbtto! are his looks, how fearful are his conir 
plaints ! his comforts are turned into wormwocxl, 
and his moifture into drought, and hit Jleep is de- 
parted from his eyes. 

How light foever yoa may make of it now, yon 
will one day find the gnilt of tinpardoDed fin to bo 
a heavy burden : It is a mill-ftone, " whoever 
" lalleth vpon it (ball be broken ; but up™ whom- 
" foever it Ihall fall, it Ihall grind him to pow- 
" der,'.' Mmi. xxi. 44. What work did it makc 
with our blefled Saviour ! It ivefled the very blood 
out of his veins, and broke alt his bones : And if it 
did thia in the green treei what will it do id the 

O think of thy cafe in time t Canft thoo think 
of that threat withoat trembling, " Ye IhaJI di« 
'• in yonr fins t" ytin vu. J4. O better- were il 
for thee to die in a gaol, in a ditch, in a dungeon, 
than to die in thy fins. If death, at it will take 
away all thy other comforts, would take away thy 
fins too, it were fome mitigation; but thy fins iwll 
follow thee when thy friends leave thee, and «1{ ' 
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woildlf cnjojrments fluke haadM with Hbee : Thy 
Sat will not die with iliee, jt Ctr. v. lo. Kiv. xx. 
1Z' ; ai a piiTonef'i other debts will, bat they will 
Cojudgmeiit with the^ there to be thyaccufera; 
and they will to hell with thee, there to be thy ' 
pmatntan. Setter to hsye lb nuiy fisodi and 
faiita ^Bt thee, than thy fini to fall upon thee 
and fiSea on thee. O the work that thcTe will 
make thee ;! <Q loctk over thy debtj In time, how 
much thou art io the booki of every one of Ood'a 
bwi ; how is every one of Qod'a oommandmenta 
jeady to arreft thee, tad fe'rfS thee by the ihraat, 
. fx the imuimerable bonds it lu^h upon thee I Wb» 
wilt thou do then, when they bill all together 
come in againA thee i Hdd open the eyei of ".on- 
fcience to conitder thii, that thoD mayeH defpiir 
of tbyfelf, and bs driven to Chrift, and " fly for 
5' refuge to lay hold of the hope that ii fei before 
"thee," ai.vi. i8. 

V. " Thy raging luHf do miferaliJy enflave 
*' thee." While unconverted thoo art a very fer- 
v3Dt of fin, it reigni over thee, and holdi thee un- 
der its dominion, till thou art brought within the 
bonds of God'i covenant, 7«^« viii. j'4, 36. Tiiiu 
m.j, Rem- vi. iz. 14. and vi. 1$, 17. Now there 
U not fuch another tyrant aa fin : O the filthy and 
fearfiil work that it dfxh engage its fervaati in E ' 
Would it not pierce a flun's heart to fee s company of 
poor creatores drudging and cmling, only to heap 
up faggots to bum themfelves ! Why this is the 
contt^t employment of all fia's drudges : Even 
while they blefs themrelvci in their nnrigliteoBS 
gains, while they fing and fwill in pleafures, tlioy 
j|re but UeaTwing up wrath and veogcance for 
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hey arebntli, _r-.., 
bg TO the pile ofTophet, 
aiu) flingiDg in oil co make the flatne rage the fiercer. - 
"Who -would ferve fuch a maltcr, n^iofe work ii 
drudgery, and whoTe wages \s death ? Saa. vi. 23, 
What a wofnl fpeflacle was the poor wrerch who 
wu pcfTcfled with the legion ! Would it not have . 
grieved thy heart to have feea him among die 
tombi cutting and wounding himrdfl Mori t. 5. 
This is thy cafe, fach is thy work, every ftroke is' 
a thnill at thy heart, 1 'i'im. vi. 10. Ccnrcience 
indeed is now afleep, but when death and judge- 
ment (hall bring thee to'thy fenfea, then wikthou- 
feel the raging fmart and i.rgoilh of every wcucd. 
VI. *' The furnace of eternal vengt3^ce it 
',' htaced ready for thee," I/a. xxx. 33. Hcil and 
deftru^on open their moothi upon thee, " they 
" g*P^ ">*' gfoan for thee," {hap. v. 14. ; wait- 
ing as it were with a greedy eye, ai thou Aandcft 
on the bnok, when thoo will drop in. If the 
wrath of man be " as the roaring of a liott,'* 
■Prev. JH. 1. " more heavy than the fand," tiiap. 
Xxrii. 3.; what is the wrath of the iniiniieGoa? 
If the burning furbace, heated in Nebuchadnez- 
scar's fiery rage, when he con)inaiic*ed~ it to be 
fnade yet feven times hotter, was fo fierce as to 
burn np even thofe tha't drew near it to throw the 
threechildrenin, Z>M.iii. 19. az-; bow hdtis that 
burning oven of the Almighty's fiiry 1 JtfitA )v. t. 
fnreiy this is feventy timts feven more fierce, r— 
" Can thy heart endure, or can thy hands 1>« KrAng 
'■ in the day that I fhall deal with thee, lairh the 
*• iiOrd of Hcfti i" Eiut. sxii. 14. " Canft thou 
" nUde everlafling burnings t Canft ihoa dwdf 
" with confnming firei" J/a. :()cxiii. 14. 
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O Ibnet ! ftop here and coaSder ; if thou ai 
jnan, and Dot x feo&Ieri block, confider t beth: 

' diyfelf v)htre ihou fttndeft; wb)' upon the v> 
brink of this funiace. " Ai the Lord Uveth, i 
" as (hy foul Kveth, there ii bot one Hep betwi 
'* thee and it," i Sam. xx. 3. Thou knoweft 1 
when thou UeS dona, but thou mayeft be in it 
fore the mornirg: Thou knoweft not when tl 
riCefi, but thou roayefl drop in bafore night. Da 
thou make light of this ? Wilt ihou go on in f 
a dreadfol condition as if nothbg ailed thee i 
thoQ pDttefi it off, an,d laycft, " This doth 
*• belong to thee ;" look again over the forego 
chapieri and tell me the truth ; are none of t) 
^lack marks foand upon, thee ? Do rot blind tl 
eyel; do not deceive- thyfcif ; fee thy mii 
whilft thou tnayeft prevent it. Think what 
to be a vile ont-caft, a damned reprobate, a vi 
of wrath, into which the Lord will pour out 

' tonneotiog fury while he hath a being, A 

-UC. II. 

- VII. •' The law dtfehargei all its threats 
" corliM at thee." -Cal. au 10. Dcut. xxviij. 

how dreadful doth it thunder 1 It fpits dre 
brtmftone in thy face ; its words are as dr 
JWords, and u the fliarp arrows of the mighty 
demands fatiifa^on to the atmofl, and cries ' 
■ till, ynfiict : It fpeaks blood, and war,' 
-wounds, and death againft thee. O the cxe 
' lions, and pUguei, and deaths that this murde 
piece it louied with ! (read Dnt. xxviii, 15, i 
and thou art the mark at which iliislhot is leve 
' " man, away to thy ftrong hold," "Zed. ix. 

- away from thy fins ; halte ta the fan&iary, 
• f iiy trfwfuge, Sei. xiii. 13. even the Lord . 



(■4 fu* HiisniBi 0? 

Cbiifli ludetlweiD hiin, or cll<! duM utloftintlii- 
out any hope of recovery. 

VIII. " The gofpd uH^ blndeth the reocencc 
** of eternal dunnatH»i upon thee,". Mmri xri. i<J. 
If thoD contidoeft in thine jmpcaite'nt and mtcoB- 
verted lUte, know that ch^ gcdpel denoiinccth f 
mncli forer condemnatioa thv ever would h&vs 
been for the traafgrcfion only of the firft covenant, 
b it not a clreadf^cafe, to have the gofpel itfelf 
. thunder out threati of damna^oniF Tpliive '■ the 
" Lord roar from moanc 6ion againll thee ?'? ^inl 
■li. i6. " Hear the terror of the Lord : Ife that 
f believech not (hall be dunned— Except jt re- 
" peot ye fluJI all perifli," lui* »ii. 3. Thi* 
" u the condcojinadon, th)t Uefht is come into the 
" world, and men love darkne^ rather than light,'* 
^tin iii. 19. " He that believetb not, the wrath 
" of God abideth 00 him," y»6« iii. 36. f If 
*' th? word rpokeu by an^eli was Itedfaft, an4 
*' ereiy tranfgrefion^And dilbbedience recuved b 
"jullrecompenre of reward how ftiall we efcape 
" if we negle£t fb ereat ralvatioo?" fiii. ii. z> 3. 
" He that dcfpifed Mdes's law, died without 
<■ mercy ; Of bow much forer punilhment Iball he 
•' be thought worthy, that hath trampled under 
"foot the Son of God," liii. x. i8. 2^. 

Afflicatiom. And is this true indeed? la 
this thy roifer^ ! Yet, it ii as true as God is. 
Better open thme eyes and fee it now, while thou 
mayefl remedy it, than blind and harden thyfclf, 
tin, to thy eternal forrow, thou Oislt feel what thou 
wouldeft not believe : And if it be true, what doA 
thou mean to loiter and linger in fuch a cafe as this i 

Hear what the Lord faith ; " Fear ye not me, 
" laith the Lord, will ye not tremble at jay prt- 
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'^ fence J" Jtr,\.2x, O linneri, do yoa maka 
Kghl of the wiath to come i Matt. Hi. 7. I am 
liire there is a tinie coniing when you will not maks 
light of it. Why, the very devils do believe and 
tremble. Jamti li. 10. What ! are yon more 
hardeoed than they i Will yoa run upon the edge 
ef the rock ? Will yon play at the hole of the 
afp? Will you put your hand upon the cocka- 
tncc's den i Will you dance upon the fire till you 
arc burnt ? Or dally vith devouring wrath, as if 
you were indifferent whether you did efcape fx en- 
dnreit? O madnefi of fi^y! Solomon's madman, 
that cafteth firebands, arrows, and death, and 
faith, " Am I not in jeft i" Pre-v. jntvi. 18.—? 
'Hiere is nothing fa diftri&d at tfa» wilful finoer, 
Luii XV. 17.; that goeth on in his oaconvertal 
iUte, without lenfe, a* if nothing ailed him. The 
nun that runs on the cannon's month, atid fports 
«vith his blood, or leu mit hii life in a frolic, ia fen-..' 
fible, fc^er, asd ferious, to him that goeth on ftill 
In his trefpaiTes, P/alm Ixviii, at: for <' he ftretch^ 
u vAi out bis hand againft God, and ftrengthens 
" himfetf againit the Almighty c he runneth upon 
" him, even upon his neck, upon the ihick bofles of 
*< his buckler," Jobxt, a5> z&> Is it wifdom to dal- 
ly with the fecond death, or to venture into the lake 
that burneth with lire and brimftone * Rev. xxi. 
iB. ; at if thou wert but going ,to wafh thee, or to 
fwim for thy recreation » What fttall I fay f I can 
find oat no czprtilion, do companion, whereby . 
to fet Torth the dreadfiil diQrafbon of that foul that 
continues to go on in fin. 

Awake, awake, (Epb. v, 14.) O fiiuierl arife, 
^d take thy flight: There is bnf 'one door (haf 



Ooo mi)Feft flee by, ailid thu u the flraivltt door 
of coavaT&m and the new Inrth. Unieli dioa 
turn anfeignedty from all thy &», and come to 
JefDs Chnft, and tike Urn fat "the Lord diy 
righteoufiKfi," aod walk in him in hofineri aod 
■ewnefs of lift ; n the Lord Uvcth, it is not more 
certain that thoa art now out of hell, than that 
dien fhalt without fail be in it but a few day« or 
sighu from hence. O fo At heart lo think of 
thy cafe. Is not thine everlaAiDg mifcjy o- — ' 
fitjc that which doth deferve a little confide 



Look again over the taiferies of the tinconve*ted. 
If the Lord bath net fpoken by me. regard me 
not ; but if it be die very word of God, that all 
this mifery Uci upon tbeci «4iat a cafe art thou in I 
II it for Doe diu hath his fenfei to live in fiich a 
conditon, and not to make all poCble cnefidoa 
for prevendng hit attcr ruin I O man ! Mto kath 
betwitched thee, GaJ. tii. i. ? that in the prefent 
li&,thon Ihouldeft be wile eoDOgh to fbrecaA thj 
bafioefgi fortfee thy danger, and jmrent thy aiT* 
chief; bat in matter* of ererlatting confetjaeaoe 
fhouldefl be flight and careleb, ai if they Ktcto 
CDQcerned thee. Why. i> it nothing to thee, to 
have all Ae attribiiics of God engaged againft 
thee : Canfl thou do well without hit hvoar f Canft 
thou efcape his haodi, or endnre hii reneeance I 
DoA tho« hear the crea^on groaning im^r thee, 
and hell groaning for thee, and yet think thy caft 
good Aiough i Art thea in the paw of the lion, 
under the power of cnrnptioR, in the dark nm- 
fome prifbn, fettered with lufb, working oot diy 
own fliunnation ; and is not this worth the confider- 
ing? Will thoo nuke light of all the terron of 
thf law, cif qll it* cnrJet and thunderbolu, u ■£ 
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Ae^ wen but tke moit tf ^lildm'i pop-goni, 
er tlioD iten to wu wiA their paper pellett I Doft 
tfaoa Uagh u hdl and dtftnictira], « canfl thoa 
drink the enrenonied cup of the Almightjr't fary, 
M it were but « cominon ponio* ? 

" Gird up DOW ihjr Inn> fike s mtn, Xv I wift 
f dcDuad of tkee, tad mfiwcr thoa km," Jai xl. 
7. Ah tfaot focli a ferailua, ai tkat t)ie feales 
of thy pride fhoold keep thee from thy Maker's 
comiog at thee ? Wilt thos efleem hii amnvi as 
firawi and the inArimienti of deatk u mun Wood t 
An ilioD chief of all tbe cluldren of pride, ercn 
that thoa thoaldeft count bis daru aa Qabblc, and 
laagh at the fltaking of hia fpear ? Art thou nude- 
wiuont fear, and eoatemnefl hn barbed izooi I 
y»h xli. An thou tike (be horfe .thu patvcth in 



the valley, and rejMcetk in hit fti«D{th,who metb 
' out to meet the anncd men ? Doft thoa mock at. 
fear, and art not iifFriglkted, neither torneft back 
from God'i fword, when his cpiver rattleth agunit 
thee, the gUtterim fpear and ibe Ihield i Jth xxxix. 
7,\. 23. WeU, tfthe threats and calls of die word 
will not frighten thee, nor awaken thee, I uu fare 
death andjodgment will. OI what wjlt thou do 1 
n^en the Lord comcth forth againft thee, and in 
kis fery fiUletb upon thee, and thou fhati feel what 
thou readeft? If, when Darnel's enemies were cajl 
into the den of Hodi, both diem and their tvivei 
Kid their cliildren, the lions had the maltery.of 
tkem, and Iwoke their bones in piece: or ever they 
came at the bottom of tbe den, Dan. vi. 2\% ivhat 
flndl be done with thee when tboa failed ipio the 
hand* of tbe living God, when lie Ihall gripe thee 
in bis iron arms, and grind dnd cnilh Oiee into a 
thoufand ^e:es in hit wrath i 



leg biKBCTIDKS FOB COWVIKIIOJ^. 

O do DOI then contend with God ! " Rqxnt aril 
*' be coDverKd," So none cf.thii fhall come apam 
ihee, IJa. Iv. 6, 7. " Seek ye the Lo;^ while he 
" may be fouod ; call upon him while he u near 1 
" Let the wicked forfake his way* and the unrigtue- 
" oug nlan hi« thoughts 1 let him return unto the 
" Itord, and he will have mercy on him, and to 
" our God, for he will abundantly pardon." 

CHAP. VI. 

CtHiaikiii^ DiiECTroNsyir CoKVERSioti. 

Mark X. I •). And tbtrt catiit mi airJ hitelid to bim, 

amd ojiej bim, QtaJ Ma/itr, 'u,balJh*U I da tb'ai I 

may inhirtt itltual Ufi. 

BEFORE thOn readell chefe Dinaimi. I ad- 
vir<;,thee, yeai I charge thee before God and 
his holy angels, that thou rclblve to follow thero 
(as far as confcience fliall be convinced of 'their 
agreeablcnefs to God's word and thy fUte) and 
call in his af&Aance and blefling, that ihey may 
fuccced : And as I have fought the Lord, and con- 
fultcd his oracles what advice to give tLee, lb muft 
thou entertain it with that awe* reverence, and 
purpofe or obedience, that the word of the living 
God doth require. 

Now then ane:;d ; " Set thine heart onto all 
•• that I fliall teflIFy unto thee this day ; for .it u , 
" not a vain thing, it is your life," Dtut. xxxii. ^, 
This ii the end cf all that has been fpoken hitherto, 
to bring you to fet upon lurning, and matdng u(e 
of God's means for your converfion. 1 would not 
trouble you n^f ''lormfnt you beforo your lime," 
with the foretlftugl-t of yoor eternal milery, Itgt 
ii o;dsr to your jnaking your efcape. Were you 



. riiRECTioha rok comVbkjioh. iq^ 
mat up linder jour prefent raifery without remedy, 
it were bat mercy (as one Ipeaks) to let you alone, 
that you might lalce in that Ihcle poor comfcH't that 
you are Ciipsble of in this world ; bat you may yet 
be happy, if 70U do not wilfully refufe the meana 
of yoar recovery: Beholdy I hcid open the door to 
yoa J arife, take your flight : I fet the way of life 
before yoa, walk in itr and " you fhall live, and 
'* not die," Dial. XXX. ig. JVr. vi. 16. It grieves 
me to think you flioold be your own murderers, 
and throw youilelves headlong, when God and 
mao cries oat to yoa, as Peter in another cafe Co 

■ his maftcr, " O fpare thyfelf." 

Hear then, O linner '. , and as ever thou would'A be 
converted and farctl, embrace the following counfel. 
Direa. I. '■ Set it down with thyfelf as an uo- 
•• doubted truth, that it is impoflible far thee ever 
** to get to heaven in this tliy unconverted date." 
Can any Other but .Chrift lave thee I ard he tells . 
tiiee he never will do it, except thou be regene. 
rated and converted. Matt. xyiu. 3. j'ein \ii. 3. 
I>oth he not 'keep the keys of heaven l and ca^ 
thou get in wiihoac hir leave t As thoa muft, if 

. ever thoii come thither in ihy natarat condition, 
without a found and thocough renovation 

DireS. If. *' Labour to get a thoroueh fight 
" and lively fenfe and feeling of thy fins. ' TiH 
men are weary and heavy. iiden, and pricked at 
the heart, and quite fick of fin, they will :iac come 

■ unto Chrift, in his way, for eafe and cure :,>fDr co 
purpofe inquife, " What ftall we do >" Marl. xi. 
a8. Ja. ii.^7 Maft.i}^. it. ,They muft fetihem- 
Jelvcs down for dead men before they will come 
unto Chrift t&at thcymay have Kfe, yein v, 40. 
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Labour therefore to fei »\l ihy Hits in order before 
thee, never ,be afrud to look upon then, but let thy 
fpirk make diligent Icarch, P/ain Ixxvii. 6. In- 
quire Into thine neart and into tbjr life; enter into a 
thorough examinaiioD of thy(elf, and all thy way*. 
Jyatm cx\x. ^g. ; that thou mayelt make a Ml 
difcoverj' ; and call in the hel^ of God's Spiriti 
and a fente of thine own inabiuty hereacto, for it 
is hi» proper work to convince of fin, y^ia xvi. 
So; fpread ail before the face of thy conTdcnce 
till thy heart and cyee be fet abroach : Leave not 
firlving with God and thy own foul, till it crjr out 
noder the fenfe of thy fins, as the enlighteoed jailor, 
" WhatmuftIdotoberavcd?"^flj jtvi. 30. To 
this purp. fe, 

" Meditate on die nameroofnefs of thy fins." 
David's heart failed when he thought of this, and 
conlideied that be had more fins than hdrs, P/a/m ■ 
Ix, iz. This made him cry out upon the multi- 
tude of God's tender mercies, P/aJm^. I. Th* 
lochfame carqafe doth not more hatefully fwarn) 
with crawling worros, than an unfanftiGed foal with, 
filthy luRi ; they 'fill the head, the heart, the eyest 
and mouth of him. Lock backward : Where wa» 
ever the place, what was ever the time, in which 
ihoa <Udft not fin I Look inward : What part of 
power cand thou find in foul or body, but it i> 
poifbned with fin i What duty doll thou ever per- 
form, into which poifon is itoi ihed ? O, how great 
is the fum of thy debts, who Jwft been all thy life 
running bshind-hand, and never didft nor canft 
■ pay off one penny ? Look over the fin of thy na- 
ture, and all its curfed brcod, the (ins of thy life : 
t-'all to mind the cmiffiors, commilfioni, the fina 
of thy thought*, wotdi, and aftiont, the fini ot 



DiRECTiONa ran converiiox. hi 
di^ yogth, snd thofe of thy riper ytan ; be rot 
like a derpernte banWu^n, that is afraid to lock 
over hit books : Read die records of canCcience 
earefnlly. Tht;fe books malt be opened fooner or 
btcr. Rev. xx. ii. 

" Medit&tc on the aggravations of thy fins, m 
" they are the grand enemies of the God of thy 
" life, and of ihe life of thy foul; is a word, they 
" are the pablic enenjies of all mankind." Uow do 
]>avid, Ezra, paniel, and the good Lerites aggra- 
vate their fids, from the confideration of th«ir iu- 
juriiiolnefs to God, their oppoiiuon to his good 
and righteous laws, the mercies, the warnings they 
were Gommitted againil I Nti. ix. Dan. ix. £xra 
ix. O the work that fin hath made in the world! 
This is the enemy that hath' brought id death, 
asd hach rottbed ant enflived man, that tiath 
backed the devil, that hath digged hell, Smi. v, 
1 2. a Pii. ii. J.. JtkM viii. 34. This is the ene- 
my that tomed the world uptide down, and foweth 
d^entioa between man fcnd th= creatures ; betwixt 
man and man ; yea, between man and himtelf, 
letting the fcnfiiive part againft the rational, the 
will agMnft the judgment, luft againft conftience ; 
yea, worft of all, between God and man j making 
th« lapfed f|nner both. hateful to God, and the 
ihe hater of hhn, Zaci. xi. 8. O man I bow canft 
thou make fo light of fin i This it the traitor that 
fucked the blood trf' the Son of God ; that fold 
hifli, that mocked him, that fcourged him, that 
fpiE in his face, thatnailed hia hand ; that pierced 
his fide, that prelTed his foul, that mangled his 
body, that never left him tiU he had bounJ him, 
condemned him, aaikd him, crucified )iin>, ^nd 
L. 
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pot h!ro to an open fhame, IJa. liii. 4. 6. Thi« 
15 that deadly poifon, lb powerful of operation, as 
risat one drop of it ftied pp tlie root of mankindt 
liath corrupted, fpoiled, poifoiied, and undone his 
whole race at once, ^on. v. iS, 19. This is .the 
common batcher, the blood)' executioner, ihat hath 
ki))i4 the prophets, burnt the martyrs, ntHrdfred 
all tin t^Hles, all the patriarchs, 3II the kings and 
potenutes ; chat has decoyed citie;, (Wallowed 
empire!, butdicred and devoured whole nations. 
Whatever tvas the weapon it was done by, fm was 
It thsr ^id the execiition, kevt. vi. 23. Dofi thoii 
yet thick it but a fmall thing ? If Adam and alt 
his children could be dug out of their graves, and 
their bodies piled up to heaven, and an iuqueQ 
were made, what matchlefs mjirderer was guilty 
of all this blood } It woul^ be all found in the 
jVirte of fin. Study the nature of fin till thy heart 
incJiKCF to fear and lothe it j and meditate on th9' 
aggravations of thy particular fms, how thou haft 
finrnd againft ^ God's warnings, againft thy cnn 
prayers, againit mercies, againfl correction, ag^R 
the ctcareft light, againfl the freed love, againfl 
thine owp rdolutions, againft promifes, vows^ 
covenant! of better obedience, &c. Charge thy 
heart home with thefb things, till it blm for 
fhame, and be brought out of^^ good opinion of 
itfelf, EKra ix. 6- 

" Medidate on the'ddert of fin." It crieth up 
to Heaven; it calls fin- vengeance, Gm. xvii. 2t. 
lis due wagef is death and damnation ; it pulls the 
curfeof &:Klupon the foul and bndy. Gal. \\\- lO. 
Dtut. xxviii. The leaft finful word or thought 
Jays thee under the iniioi^ wr^h of God AI? 
•eighty. Rem. ii. 8. 9. ^ati. xa. 36. O what ^ 
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^ad of wrath, vhat a wdght ofccrfes; what a 
treafure of vengeance Have all the millions of thy 
fins ^en dderved! Ram.a. J. Jamuv. 3. O 
judge thyletf that the Lord may notjndge thee, ' 
I Car. xi. 3 1 . ' 

"'Meditate upon the deforniity and defilement 
<* of fin." It is as black as belt, the very imigc 
and Ukenefs of the devil drawn upon the foul, 
I yehn va. 9i 10.— It would ntoic afFrigbc thee to 
fee thyfelf in the hateful deformity of thy nature, 
than to fee the de»il. There is no mire fo unclean, 
no vomit fo totiifomei no carcafe- carrion fo offea. 
five, no plague or leprofy fo noifome as fin, in 
which thoa art rolled, atid covered with its odious 
fildi, whereby thdu art rendered more difpieafing 
to die pure tnd holy nature of the glorious Goa 
than the moft filthy obje^, corapoftd of whatever 
is hateful lo all thy fenles. Can be to thee, Jtb. xv. 
15, 16. Couldeft thou like up a toad' into thy 
bofom i Coaldefi thou cherifii it, and take delight 
in it i Why, thou art as contrary to the pure and 
perfcd holinef* of the divine nature, and as lothr- ' 
fome as that ia to thee. Mail. udij. jj ; till thou 
art purified by the blood of Jefm, aiid the power, 
of renewing grace. 

" Above ^1 other fins, fix the eye of thy confi. 
" deration on ihefe two." i. " riTie fin of thy 
• "nature." It-is toGttlepurpofe tolop the, branoh- 
cs, while the root, of original corruption remaint 
tmtODChed. I9 vain do men lave out the flreanti, 
when the fountain is ranniiig that lilts op all again. 
Let the afb of thy repentance (with David'a) go, 
to the root ot fin, PfaL li. 5. The heart is never 
foundly broken, till thoroughly coDvioced of the 
1-3 
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htioonffidsof origirat fin. Here fix thy chougbts; 
this is that which makes thee backward to all good^. 
prone to all evil. Rem. vii. i;. ; that flieds blind- - 
nefi, pride, prejudice, wibelief into thy mind; aa- 
rsaty, inconAsncy, obflinacj, into ihy will; inor- ' 
dinate heats and coldi into thy sffeAions ; inTcDfir 
UeneCs, benumbcdncfs, unfaithfDlnere, into thy con> 
fcience ; flippecinefs into thy memory ; and in a 
word, hath put every whed of ihy Ibul oat of or- 
der, and made it, ef an habitation of holinela, to 
become a very hell of iniquity, Jamti iii. 6.— 
This is what has defiled, corrupted, perverted til 
thy members, and turned them into weapon! of 
unrigbteoiifnefs, and fervant* of fin, Rajt vi, 19. 
that hath filled the head with carnal and cprrupt 
defigns, Mic. ii. 1 . ;- the ha«d with $nful pran- 
ces, ■^. i. 13.; the eyes with wandering and wan- 
lonnefs, z Fet. ii. 14.,; the tongue with deadly 
poiTon, Jamii'-M.i.; that hath opened (he ear to 
tales, dattery, and filthy communication,- and Aiut 
tliemagainft theinflrufdonsof Hfe,. Z*_cb. vii. 11, 
i;.; and hath rendered thy heart a very miilt and 
forge for fin, and the corfed womb of all deadly 
conceptions, 'JW««, 3tv. 19.; fo that it poureiii 
forth its wickednefs without ceafmg, ; Ptt.\\, 14..; 
even as naturally, freely, and unweariedly, at a 
fountain dotH pour forth its waters, Jir'. vi. 7. f 
or the raging fea doth call forth mire' and, dirt, 
J/a. Ivii. 10. And wilt thou yet be in love with 
thjifeir, and tell us any longer of thy good hewt ? 
O, never leave meditating on the defperaie con- 
tagicuof original conuption, till, with fiphr^n>, 
thou uemoan thyfelf, Jer. xxxi. 1%. ; and with, ^ 
deefelt fliaipe aod forrow fmiie on thy bfeaH, ^ . 
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^ pablican, Luit xviit. 23. end widi Job, abhor 
- thWcir, and repent in dnfl and aOirs, Jcb xXn, 6. 
»aiy, " The particular evil that thou art moAad-. 
'' diScd to:" Find out sll its aggravation, fet 
home upon thy heart all God's liircau againfl it t 
Repentance drives if before the whole herd, bui 
efpecially flicks the arrow in the beloved fin, and 
fiogles this out above tbe reft, to run it down, 
P/almx^u. 2j. O labour to make' this ^ odi- 
ous to^ thy foul, and double thy guard and relblur 
tions agajnft it, becaafe this hath and doth moft 
(lilhonour God and endanger the?. 

DireH, III.". Siriye to affeft thy heart with ft 
•' doe fenfe of thy prefent mifery." Read over 
t)ie foregoing chapter again and again, and get 
it ont of the book into thy heart. O, ftudy thy 
mifery till thy heart cries out for Chritt, as earn- 
elUy as ever a dTX>wning man did for a boat, or the 
wounded for a furgeon. Men muA come to fee th« 
danger, and feel the Anart of their deadly fores 
and ficknefs, or elfe Chrift will be to them a phy> 
fician of no value. Matt, ix.iz. Then the (nan- 
flayer haileps to the city of refuge, when purfucd 
by the avenger of blood. Men muft be even for- 
ced and fired out of ihemfelves, or elfe they will 
ixx come to Chrifl. It was diftrefs and exlremity 
that made the prodigal think of rcWming, Lait 
XV. 16, 17. While Laodicea thinks herleif rich) 
increafed in goods, in need of nothing, there is lit-. 
tie Itope : She oiuft be deeply convinced of her 
wretchednefs, blindnefa, pavert/, and nakednefs^.u 
befme Ihe will coffle to Chrift for his gold, rai- 
fttSB^'woA eye-falvc, Rtv. iii. ig, 18. i ihere- 
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lore hoM the eyes of confcicnce open, amplify tHy 
mifery » much » poSible, do not Rec the Tight of 
it for fear it (hoiiW fill thee with terror. The fcn{6 
of thy mifery ii but ai it were the ruf^oraiion of 
the woand, which u neceflary to the cute. Belter 
feir the torments that abide thee now, t&an feel 
them hereafter, 
y Biri^. IV. •.' Settle it npon thy heart, that 

^ " thou art under everlafllne inaUlity erer to reco- 
" vcr thyfelf." Never think thy prkyingt read- 

t ing, hearing, confeffing, amending, will work the 
cure ; diefe mult be attended to. bat thou art un- 
done if thou refteft in them. Itta. x. 3, Thoa 
art 3 lofi man if thou hopefi to efcape drowning on 

- any other plant; but Jefns Chrifl. jf^jiv. 11.— r 
Thou mull unlearu thyfelf, and renounce thy own 
wifdom, thy own righteoufnefi, thy own fireiigth, 
and throw thyfelf wholly i*pon Chrift, as a man 

I that fwims calls himfelf npon the water, or elle 

- thou canll not efcape. While men truft in them- 
felves, and eltablim their own righteoufneis, and 
have confidence in the flefh, they will not come 

t favingly to Chrift, Luii xviii. 9. FM. iii. 3.— 
Thou muft know thy gain to be but fofs and dung, 
thy llrength but weaknefs, thy rightcoulhels rags 

. and rottennefs, before there will be an effectual 
clofure between Chrift and thee, Fiii. iii. 7, 8, 9. 
2 Car. iii. J, I/a, Iwv. 6. Can the Ufclds car- 
caie fiiake of its grave-clothes andloofe the bands 
of' death t Then mayeA thou recover thyfelf, who 

' Wt dead in t^cfpafTea and fins, and under an im- 
poSibility of ferving thy Maker acceptably in this 
condition, Sm. viii. 8. Hei. ri. 6.- Therefore 
when thou goeft 10 pray or iiicdidate> or to <^ any 
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pf die daties CO which thau art hfre dircfled, go 
. pat of thyfeir, and call ia the help of the Spirit, u 
tlcfpairing to .do Bay thing pleafing to God in thy 
pnn fbength ; yet negleft Dot thy daiy, but lie a[ 
the pool, and wait in the way of the Spirit. — ;- 
While the Ennnch was reading, then the Hc^y 
Phofl did fend Philip to him, ^<?/ viii. zg, 29. j 
when the difciplea were praying, ilaf. iv. 31.; 
when Comeliui and his friends were baring, 
tiap. X. 44. ; then the Holy Gboft fell upon then? 
and iJIIrd them all. Strive to give up thyfelf to 
0irift; drive to pray, firire to qieditate, ftrive 
an hundred and an hundred times, finvc to do lE 
' as well ai thon caoA ; and while thou art epdea- 
vooring in the way of thy duty, the Spirit of the 
Lord will come upon thee, and help tbee to do^ 
what of thyfelf thou art utteiJy unable to perfbnnf, 
fmr. i. 13.. 

DrrtS. V. " Forfhinth rencuce all thy fioa." 
If thou yield thyfelf id the praOice of all thy fin, 
thou art undone, Sem.-vi. iq. In vain doit tboif 
k^ for life of Chrift, except thou depart from 
iniquity, a Tim- ii. ig. Forfake thy fins, or elfq 
thoa canH not find mercy, Frov. XJCviii. 13. 
Thou canll'not be marned to Chiift, except thoa 
be divorced from fin ; give up that traitor, or you 
can have no peace in heaven ; call the head of 
Sheba- over ^e wall ; keep not Delilah in th^ 
]^p : Thou molt part with thy fini or with thy 
foul; if thou fpare even one lin God will not 
ibare thee. Never make excufei, thy fins mnft 
oie, or thoa muH die for them, P/aJ. Ixviii. zi. 
Jf titoa allow of fue fin, though hot a little.. ^ 
fecret one, diough thou mayeft plead Mciffity, 



and have an handred Ihlfts and nccnres for it, 
ihe life of thjr Jbul moft po for the life of that 
fin, Stxi. xTJu. II.; and will it not be dearly 
bought i 

O finner ! hear and confider : If tboa wilt part 
with thy fins, God will give thee hjs Chrilt. Is 
not this a fair exchange? I teftify anto.ihee this 
day, that if thou perifb, it ii not becaafe there 
was not a Savioar provided, nor life teedered. 
but becaufe thou preferedll (with the Jews) the 
murderer before the Saviour, fin before Chrift, 
and " loTcd^ darkne{i rather than light," jfatm 
iii. 19. Search thy heart, therefore with caodln, 
M the Jews did their hooTe* for leaven before the 
palTover ; labour to find out thy fins ; enter into 
thy clofet, and confider. What evil have I live! 
in i What duty have I neglefted towards God I 
What fin have I lived in againft my brother ?— 
And now ftrike the darts throagh the heart of thy 
fin, as Joab did through Ab&lom's, t San. scviit. 
14.. Never ({and looking upon thy fin, nor rol- 
ling the fwee[ morfel under thy tongoe, Jti xx. 
iz. ; but fpii it out as poifbn, with fear and de- 
tcftatiDn, Alas', what will thy fins do for dice, 
diat thou Ihouldft ftick at parting with them }—r 
They will flatter thee, but they will undo thee, and 
cut thy throat while they fmilC upon ihie, and poi- 
ibn thee while they pleafe thee, and arm the jolHce 
attd wrath of the infinite God againll thee. Thtj 
will open hell for thee, and [^ op fuel to bom 
thee : Behold the gibbet that they have prepared 
for thee: 6 ferve them like Hainan, and execute 
tbeof as they woi^d have done thee ; away witb 
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thfm, cracify tficm, and let Cbtifl (»ly be Lord 
over thee. 

Diria. VI. " Make a folemn choice of God for 
" thyportkm and blcfff dnda ;" Dim. xxn. 17. 
With all po£U>Ie devooon and Tcneration avoucft 
the Lord for thy God ; fet the world, with all iu 
glM-y* andpuDt, andgalkntry, with all iupleaAues 
and pramotioiu, on the one hftnd; and fet Godt 
with all his excelledcies and perfcfUons, oo the 
other, and fee that thou do deliberately^ make thy 
choice, Jip. xxiv. ij. Take up thy reft in God, 
Jabn vi. a. : fk thee down under hit thadow. 
Cant, ii. 3. i let his [»omifes and perfe^liont turn 
the fcale againfl aU the world : Settle it upoD thy 
hem that the Lord i* an all-fufiicient portion) 
that thou canft not be miferable whilft uiou hall 
God to five upon : Take him for thy Qdeld and 
exceeding'gicatreivard. God aJoneit more thas 
all the wc»-Q, content thyfelf with him 1 Let othera 
carry the preferments aod glory of the world, place 
thon thy bappinefs id his &vaur, and in the light 
of his counieaance, ^A iy, 6. 7. 

Poor £iuier ! thou art fallen off &Oiu God, and 
hafi provoked his power and wrath againA tbee ) . 
yet know, that of his abnndaot grace he doth oSer 
to be thy God ia Chrift, 2 C»r. »i. 1 7 , 1 8. What 
fay'ft thoo, man i Wilt thoa have die Lord for tby 
God i Why, take this coiidel, aod thou Ihalt have 
him; comei to him by bis Chrift, jfaim'xvl, 6.; 
reoDUDce the idcli of thy owo. pleafures, gain, and 
reputacian, i Tii/. i. 9. ; let thefe be pullnl out of 
their throne, and fet God's intereft uppermoft in 
thy heart. Take him as God, to be chief in thy 
afficfUons, cltitnaiions, incennoDs, far iie will oA 
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endure U> have any fet above him. Rem, i. 24. 
Pfitl. Uxiii. ij. ■ 

Z)«-9. VJU '• Accept of the Lori Jefiw in all 
" hit offices, with all his inconveniencM, as thine.'* 
Upon thefe terms' Gbrift mnj be had. Sinner; thoii 

' faaS undone th^felf, and an plun^Mimoa fiate'of 
ntoft defJorable mifery, ODt of which thou art un- 
able 10 get ; but Jefiu Chrill is able and ready to 
hdp thee, and freely tenders hirofetf to thee, Hti. 
vii, xci Jabn m. 30. 6c thy finj ever To many, 
ever lo great, or of ever fb long Cod tin^nce, yet thoci 
ihalt be nioft certainly pardoned and favtd, if thou 
dolt not wretchedly negieQ the oifer that, in thfc 
Dame of God, is here made to thee. The Lord 
Jefiu calleth to thee tQ took to him and be laved. 
J/a. xlv. 21. to " come onto hitn, and he will in 
no wife caft thee out," Jehu vii 37, ; yea, h^ is 3. 
fuitor to thee, and beleeches thee to be reoonciled, 
Z Ctr. V. Id. ; he crietb in the llreetsi he knocketft 
at the door, be wooeth thee to accept of him. and 
live with him, Prav. \. lo. Riv. iii. 20. If thoa 
^eft, it is faecaufe thou wotfldlt not come to hini 
for life, Jabn v. 40. 

Now accept of an offered Chrift, and thou art 
' made for ever ; now give ' up thy confcnt to him, 
and the Kiatch is made ; all the world cannot Ym-' 
der it. Do not (land off becanfe of thy unworeht- 

' nefs, man ; I tell thee, nothing in the world caA 
undo thee but thy unwilUngnefg. Speak, man, art 
thou deiiroat of the match i Wilt thou have Chrift 
in all his rehtions to be thine { thy King, thy Prieft, 
thy Prophet ? Wilt thou have him iViih aUhis in- 
conveniencies ? Take not Chcili hand -over- head, 
bm lit doftn lirft and count the coll. Wilt tlkoa 
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ky all at hu feet i , Wilt thou be concent to ron all 
kezardi'with bim? Wilt thou talte thy lot nich him. 
fidl where it mill / Wilt thou << deTtj thjifelf, ind 
"take up th; crors,iiiui follow him?" Art thou 
delibeiiitely, aDdvftindiiigljr, fieely, fixedly deter- 
mined to cleave to him in all timej and cowlUions I 
If fo, my bal for thine ibod IhAll n^ver perifh, 
bat art pa&d horn death unto li&, ^tia iii. i6. 
Here lies the isain point nf thy (alvation, that thou 
be found in thy coven ant -dofure with Jefiu Clfrift ; 
STid therefore) if thon lov? thylclf, fee that thou be 
^ithfid to God and thy ibul uere. 

DirtH. VIU. " Relisn up alj thy powers and la- 
" coltiei, and thy whok iniereftto be his." " They 
•* gave their own felves untoihe Lord," t Cor. viii. 
^. " Prefent your bodies a living Eacrifice," Rimi 
Jul, I. The Lord leeks not yours, bur you : Rdign. 
therefore thy body with all its mEniberi to'hite^ 
and thy foul wi(!i a!l its ]wwers, zkA be may be 
glorified in ihy body, and in thy fpirii,' which are 
ha, 1 Cw. v'u ao. 

, Agaiti; thou roufl give op thy whole fkitereft to 
him. If there bs any thing diat thou keepefi 
liack from Chriil, it will be thy undang^. Lui* 
xiv. 33- Unleft ihpu wilt fonla!;eai; (in prepara- 
rioD aad relbluiion of thy heart) ihpu canit ut be 
his difciple: I'hou tnnfl hate fxthei and mother, 
ytA, and thy own life alio in coniparilbn of him. 
and as far as it Aands in competition with him,' 
Matt. X. ^j. Luke XXV. 26, &c. In a wi\rd, thou 
TuaSi gi-vt%i)ti ihyji!/, and all thai thou haltf (vithoth 
refervadDa, or elfe thou canll have no part in hiip> 

DirtS, JX. " MalcE choice of the l*w» of 
Chrift " as itic lo'.e of thy wcrds, thought, and 
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^affioni," Pabn aax. 30. Thb u the true am* 
Tert't chmce: But here renifinbn- thrie three 
lilies; I. " Yon malt xhoofe tbem all ;" there is . 
no getting, to heaven by a partial obedience ; rexd 
P/aim cxix. 6, laS. 160. Exik. xviii. ai. None 
tnufl think ii enough to take op with the dieap and 
caTy part of religion, and let alone the datiei that 
are coffly and.lelf-denying, that grate upon the 
intereft of the flefli; yodmali tase all or none. 
A fincere convert, though be makes moS con~ ' 
fciencc of the greatett lini, and weighcicA duties, 
jict he makes true confcience of little £ils, and of 
■n duties, Pfalm. cnx. 6. il^. Malt, xxiii, 23. 
t, " For all times," i<}t profperity and adverfity, 
whether it run or Ihine. A true convert is tcfcj- 
ved in hie way, he will'lbindio hb choice ; be 
niji noc fet bit back to the wind, and be of the re- 
ligion of the times. " I have Ibuck to thy tefti- 
" monies; I ■ have inclined my heart to thy fta- 
" tntes always, even nmo the end. Thy ielGmo- 
" nies hive I taken as an heritage (or eter. I will 
" have refpeft to thy ftatuies continually," P/kbm 
cxix. ji. 44- 93- MI. 117. This mull not be 
done hand over head, but deliberately and uader- 
ilandingly. The difobedient fon faid, " I go, 
" Sir," but he went not. Matt. xm. 30, How 
fairly did they promife. All that the Lord oar 
God fliaD fpreak unto thee, we will do it!" And it 
, is likely they fpoke as they meant j but when ic 
came to the tiial, it was found that there was noc 
fnch a beart in them as to do what they had pro- 
mifed, Diia. v. 3;. 19. 

Thirdly, " Oblerve the fpectal duties that thjr 
■' hear! is moft againft, and the fpecial fins that it 
" is laoft inclined to; and fee whether it be truly 
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«• reToIved to perform the 6ne,- and forego the 
" other." Wbu fayefi thou to thy bofom £)> thf 
gamful fin ? Wh*l layeft thou to coftl/, hazar- 
dotn.jmd flefli-dirpleafing d^des? If thou halteA 
berci and do$ oot rdblve, by the grace of God to 
cnt&.the flelh, and go on* thoQ an itn&undf P/al. 
XTiii. 23.; aod cxix. $ 

J>irta. X. " Take heed of delaying thy con- 
** vetlion, and fet about a fpeedy and preTcDC 
.** turning;" " I made hafte and delayed not," 
.^Mi CBx. 50. Semeiiiber and tremble at the 
biA inlluice of the foolif?! virgins, thai came not 
bU the door of mercy wag Ihgt, Mt^t. xxv. 11.; 
and of a eonvinced Felix, who put o^ Paul 10 a- 
■other feafon, which we do not find ever came. 
MSi xxiv- s;< O come in while it is called to-day^ 
left thon fliouldefi be hardened thro' the deceitful- 
nef* of fia, left the day of grace Ihould be orcTi 
anl the " things that b^ng to thy J>eace 
" Jboald be hid from thine eyes." . Now mercy is 
wooing thee^ sow Chrift it waiting to be gracious 
to thee, and the fpirit of God is Itriving with 
dice: Now miiulter} are cal[in|rNow confcience 
]■ ttirring: Now the market u open, and thou 
mayeft buy (m1 : Now Chriil is offered for thy ac-i 
ceptance. O ftiike in with the offers of gAce ; Oi 
■Kw or never. If thoa mal(e Hghc of this ol^er, 
God may fwear in his wrath thou Ihali not taflc of 
Ids Tapper, Imkt xiv. z^. 

Diri3. XI. " Attend confcientioufly upon the 
"word as the meanj ^pointed for thy coover- 
" fioB," Jamti t. 19. I Cor. iv. 15. Attend, I 
fa^, not cullotnarily, but contcientiDudy ; with 
th» dcttre, defign, hope, and ewwaation, thaf 
W^ 'Coo..!,- 
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thou iqayeft be converted by it. To every fmnoa 
jhoii fliouldcft come ivith tfiis thongiht : " O, I 
f' hope God li-ill nowcome in; 1 hope this day 
" may be the ume, this imy be the man by itdiom 
f GoiJ win bring rtie home,** When thon ■»•«>- 
mtng to the oiainancea, life up thy heart thus to 
God ; " Lord, let this be the fiibbath, let this be 
*' the fealbn wherein I in?y tecdvt renewing 
V grace. P let it be (sii, that to day fuch a one' 
f Wit born unto thee ! . 

DJrt^. XII- " Strike in with the S[»ritwheii 
" be begin*" to work upon (hy heart :'* Whm be 
works cooviAion:, D do not fttfte tbera, but jria 
in with him, and beg the Lord to cany on coo- 
viflion to converfion. " Quench not the fpirii :*' 
io not outflrive hiiii, do not refift him. Beware 
of ftiflir.gconviflions with evi! compauy <x ivtsMly 
bufiners. ' When thon findeft any troablea for ^n, 
and fears about thy eternal ftace, beg of God that 
they may never leave thee tiJl they hare irroogfat 
off thy heart thorougbly "frcpt fin, and breagbt it " 
over to Jefm Chfill ; Say to him, " Strilce home. 
" Lord, leave 'not the work m the midft. If thoa 
" feed that I am not woniided enough, litat I an 
" not troubled enoagh, wound tne je^ deeper, 
'! Lord Q go to the bottom of my corruption, 
" and let out the life-blood of my fin«." 'Thu« 
yield up thyfelf to the worldngj of (he Spirit. anJ 
fpread thy fails to his gulb. 

Dirta, XJII. " Set upon the cooftint and dHi. 
*' gent ufe of leriou! and fervent prayer." He that 
negledls prayer ia a profane and unfanfiifi(^ fin- 
ner, Jeb xv. 4. ; he that is hot coiiltatit in prayer 
it but an hypocrUe, Jab xxrii. 10. Tta» » «P* 
»f the firll thing! conrerfion appears b, that it 
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iet9 men ni praying, ABi ix. ii.^ there/are fet 
to this duty; Let npver a dajr pafs over thee, 
wherein diou haft not, morning anij evening, fet 
apiin feme time for Tet and fc^mn prayer in fe- 
cret> Call thy family alio together diiily^fld da- 
Vf, to worfliip Qod with thee. Woe be. unto thee, 
n thine be found apiong the families th^t call not 
- on God's name, Jer. x. 25. i^ut cold ao^ life. 
leJa devotiani will not reach half-way to heaven. 
Be fervent and importunate i itnppr^unuy will 
carry it; biit, without violence, the kingdom of 
beaven will not be taken. Malt. xi. t2. Thoq 
mnfi ftrive to enter, Liih xiii. 24.; and wrelUe 
with tears and fupplications, as. Jacob, if thou 
ueanelt to carry the blefling, GtK. xxxii. 34. ^ 
compared with fitifit xii. ^. Tboa art Dodonc for 
ever without grace, and therefore ihou maft fet 
to it, and refolve to lake no denial : That mart 
who is fixed in his refolution feya, " Wt;!l, I maft . 
" liave grace, or 1 will never, cive over till I faava 
" grace; I will never leave feelcing, waiting, and. 
•• Sriving with God and my own heart, dJlhe do. 
•* renew me by the power of his grace." Thi^ 
man is in the lilcelieft way 10 win grace, 

Dina. XIV. " For^ke thy evil company,*^ 
Fnv. ix. 6. " and forbear the occa^on of fin," 
Prrv. xxiii. ji. Thoo wilt never be cnrned from 
fin, till thou wilt decline and forego the tempta-i 
tipilloffin. 

■ !■ never expefl thy converfion from fin, unlefs 
dion an brought to fome fetf-denial, as to flee 
the occalions. If then wilt he nibbling at the bait, 
and playing on the brink, and tampering and 
meddling with the £iare, thy fout nill furcly be 
M3 
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taken, . Wliere God dmh expofe meo in hii pro- 
vidence unavcndably to cemptaiioD, and the occa- 
Cionti kre fuch as we cannot remove, we mij expeA 
fpecial alTflaiicein the ufe of his meant; bat when 
we tempt God by running into (Sanger, he will not 
engage to fopport o& when we are tempted. And 
of all temptations, one of the moll l^tal and per- 
(licious is evil company : O, what bopefiil begin- 
ninga have chefe often ftilicd \ O, the fenls, the 
fitates. the fuhilics, the towns that thefe have 
ruined I How mary pr>or finnert have been en- 
lighiened and convinced, and been jail ready to 
give the devil the jllp, and have even efeaped the 
uiare, and yet wicked company have pnllal them 
back at laft, and made them feven fold more the 
children of hetl ? In a word, I have no hopei of 
thee, except thoa Witt Ihake off thy evil company. 
ChriH fpeaketh to thee as to [hem in another txift 
" If thou feck me, then let thefe go their way." 
yfiii xviii. 8. Thy^fe Vies upon it ; fbrfake Aeft, 
or elfe thou cinft not live, Pre^. ix. 6. Wilt thoa 
be worfe than the beall, to run on when thoa tectt 
the Lord with a drawn fword in the way? JVtcnr. * 
Jtxii. 33.^ Let this fentence be writtec in capinis 
upon thy confcience, a uompakion or fools 
SHALL BE DESTROVEO, Prav. xiii. lo. The 
Lord hath fpoken it, and who ihaJl reverie it f 
And wilt thou run upon deftroftion when God 
himietf doth forewarn thee ? If God doth ever 
change thy heart, it will appear in the diange of 
thy company. O fear and flee the gnlph, by 
which {a many thousand fouls have been fwidlowed 
up in perdition. It will be hard for thee indeed to 
make thy elcape j thy companions will be mode. 
"T'lhee out of thy'religion, and will ftody to all 
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dwe with t>rejiidices againil IlriAners, ai ridlcu- 
lou and comfonlcSs. They «ill be flattering 
tbee, and alturing thee. But remember the warn- 
iag' of the Holj' Ghoft ; " My fon, if linnera en-r 
"•tieethee, coiifent thoq not: If thty fay,- come 
" Midi m, caft in thy lot among ua : Walk thou 
" Mt in the way with them, reftain thy foot frotn 
••Aeir path, avwd it, pafi by it, torn from it 
•■ asd fafs away : For the way of the wieiced is 
" dartcnert, they know not at what they llambie : 
•• TVey lay wait for their own blood, they luik 
■* privily for th«r oWn live*," Prev. i. 10. — 18. 
and i*. 14. 

Thai have I tdd thee what thou moft do to be 
fared. Wilt thoa not obey the voice of the 
Lord? Wilt thou not arife and fet to thy work? 
O man, what aoTwer Wilt thoa make, what excofe 
wilt thou have, if than ihouldefl perilh at laft thro' 
Tery wilfnbiefi, when thou halt known the way of 
fife ! I do not fear thy mifcair^bg, if thine, own 
idfeiKfs do not at lad undo thee, in ne^lefiing the 
«fe of the raeaTis that are fo pjainlj here prefcri- - 
bed. Ro.ufe op, O Ung-gard; and ply thy work; 
be dt»ng, and the Lord will be thine. 

CHAP. VII. 
Ctatsining tht MOTivisfs cokvekiiok. 

THOUGH what is already f>id of the NeciJ^ij 
BfCtT^trfii)^ and of the Mifrrm eftht Un- 
CBntiirttJ, might h* fofficient to induce any con- 
fideriog mind to jdfclvc Upon a prefent tumin|r or 
conveifion unto God, yet knowing what a piece 
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of defperate aUHnacy and untraftableDdt the 
heart of man naturally is, T have thought it ne- 
ceflaiy to add to the means of coDverTation, anddi- 
re^iht for a covenant dofure with God and 
Chrift. fomc motives to porfuade you heie- 

" Lord, hH me not now, at my lall atteiBfK : 
" If any fool hath read hidierto, and it yet nn- 
". touched, now Lord, fallen on him, and do thj 
'' work.; now take him by the heart) tivercomB 
" bim. pqfuade him, till he Jay, Tim hafl prt- 
*' veilii, fur tbtu lutrt ftrantT than 1. Locd 
•* didft thou not make me-a mher of men, aad X 
" have toiled all ihia while and caught nothing : 

• 'f Alas ! that ] IhouM have fpent my ftrengdi tat 
" nought. And now I am calling my lafi. Lord 
*' Jefus fland thou upon the Jhore, and direfl how 
" and where I fhall fpread my net; and let me fii 
" iodpfe with argumenti the fools I feek Sot, that 
1 they may iu» be able to get oot. Now, Lord 

. "fiff a multitude of foub I NowfraafuUdraogbtl 
" O Lord God, remember roe, I pray thee, and- 
f flrengthen me this tince, O God." 

O ! I am even loll atid fwallowed up jn the a- 
bondance of thofe arguments that I might fog- 
geft: If there bewiy point of wifdom in all the 
world, ii is to repent and come in : Jf there be 
any thing righteoDS, any thing reaibcuble, this ia 
it : If there be any thins in the worjd that may 
be called madnefs and folly, and any thing that 
may be counted Tottilh, abforb, bnitiih,, onm- 
fonable, it U this, le go tii in ibiut M^texvtrttJ 

ftaii. Let me beg of thee as thou wouldell not 
wilfully dellroy thylelf, to fit down and weigh, 
beiidej what hai becD bid, thefe following mo- 
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W^s, and let confeieDce fpeak, if it be not rea- 
fioBble Aou fhooliA. repent and turn. 

t. " The God that made thee doei moft gra- 
"'cionfly invite thee. 

firit " Hi* moft iwect and merufal nature doth 
• " invttt thee," O the kindoefs of God, hia yearn- 
^^ bowels, hia tender merciea: Tbe^ are infi- 
w»!y above our thonghu, higher than heaven.' 
what can we doi Deeper than hell, what can we 
know I Jilt, ix. 7, 8, 9. " He ii fiiU of com- 
■* pa£on, and gradouj; long fuifering, and plen-> 
■• tcvas in mercy," P/alm Ixxxvi. i; . Thii ii a 
peal argDoient to perfaade finnert to come in: 
** Tom unto the (jord yoar God, for he is gra- 
■* Cfoui »id merciAil, flow to anger, of great 
"■ kindoef*, and reipeatech him of Ae evil." If 
God vrauld not repent of the evil, it were fome 
^(coBrageinent to na, wM we fbould sot repent. 
if there were no hopas of nMrcy, it were no won- 
der why rebeU.fhould ftand 6ut} but never bod 
§alb}i&a lucii a graciooj priqce ( fuch ^ly, pati- 
•Ace, demeo^i met/, ^o deal with a^ you have, 
•' Who is a God like unto thee, that pardooeth 
■■tmquity?" Mie. vii. [8. O finners f fee what 
a God yon have to deal with; if you will but liirn> 
■* b« will tum agun and have contpaffioa on you : 
"He will &bdae your iniqoitics, and caft all your 
"• feu into -the depths of ihefoa/'iiw. rg. " Re- 
■* Bnii snto me, &ilh the Lord of tfoHi, and I 
•• wia retam ooio yo«," Ual. m. 7. 2«i. i. 3. 
Sineert do not f^il becaufe they have too high 
tbOBKhts of God's inerciel, bat becanfe, i. They 
ovcrkKik his jnflfce. z. They promife therafdve* 
aKTcy oat of God'i way j iboDgh hM tnerey i» b(^' . 
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yond aU. imaginanon, I/a. Iv. 9.; great meraet, 
i Cinn. xxi. ij,; manifold mercies, Ntir. ij. 19, 
tender mercies, P/al. xxvi. 6- ; ian merciesi I/i. 
Iv. 3.; everlafting itiercieE, P/aJia ciii. 17. ffii. 
liv. S. ; and all are thy own, if thou wilt t>Ht torn. 
Art thou willing to come in ? Why the Lord hath 
' lud afide bis terror, ne&ed a throne of gnC4. 
hdds forth the golden fccptre, tQuch atul lire. 
Would * merciful man flay his enemy when pro* 
ilrate at hi$ feet, acknowledging his -wrong, beg-' 
ging pardon, and offering to enter with him 'iko a 
icovenant of. peace ? Much lefa will the merdfnl 
Qod. Study hi» name, Extd. xxxir. y i read tluir 
experience, Nfi, ix. 17, 

StcenJfy, " Hii foDl-encoqraging calli and'pra- 
'ftniiet to invite thee." Ah! wh>t an earoeft fm- 
4or 14 mercy to [hee: How lovingly, how mftiBE- 
ly it called afterthoel how pa^onately it wooeth 
uee 1 \' Return, thou back-Hiding Ifrael, laitli 
" the Lord, and I will not caufe any anger ta fall 
*' upon you i for 1 am merciful, faith the Lord* 
f and wkll pot keep anger for ever ; otdy ac- 
'f knowledge thioe iniquity. Turn, O tutjclft. 
'f ding children, faith thp Lord, for I aft mar- 
" ried unto you; return, and V wilt fical ypuf 
" backfWings, Thou haft played the harlot with 
" many lovers, yet, return. UBto me, faith the • 
" Lord," 'j!T. iii. 11—7-14. s'- " As I live, liuth 
" the Lord God, I have no pleafure in the death 
"of the wicked, but that he tara from hii war 
•' and live. Turn ye, turn ye. from your evij 
*' wayE,- for why will ye die, hoiife of Ifrael?','- 
E^k. xxxiii. t(. « If the wicked ^11 turn from 
•' all his Ans that he hath committedr ^nd l:rep alf 
r* my JUtBtes, and do that which U lawful and 
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" r^ht, he fliall (ottly ■ lire, he fhall not die.— t 
" All kU tranrgreffions chat he hath, commiited 
*' Qi»ll not be raendaned to him : In his nghceouj'- 
" neis that he hath done fhall he live. Repent^ 
'* and mm you from all your tran%reffion3, fe ini- 
" quity Ibatl not be yoar tiuh. Caft away all yonr 
" traafgreffions, and make you a clean heart and 
<* a new rpirit,.for why will ye die, O houfeoF If- 
■* rael? Pot I haTe no [dcafiire in the death of 
" htm that diedi, faith the Lord God i wherefore 
" turn yoorfelves, and live ye," Exti, xviii, m 
3%, 30 — 3Z. 

O melting gradont nofds ! the voice of a God, 
xoA not of a manl TUa is not the manner of 
, men, for the offended Ibverei^a to foe to the of- 
feoding craitoroug varleti O how doth raercjl' 
foDo*' thee, and plead with theef I> Dot ihy 
heart broken yet. O that to-day thoD wouldelt 
hear his Voice? 

2. " The door! of heaven are ekrown open to 
i' xhitc, the everlaliing gates are fet wide for thee; 
" wtd- abondanc entrance bto the kingdom of 
•' heaven admimilered to thee." Chiift now be- 
fpealu thee, as Jezebel did Ahab, " Arile and 
" take poffriTion," t Kjngs xxi. ij. View the 
glory of the other world, as fet forth in the map of 
the ^fpel, get thee up into Pifgah of the promi- 
ies, and lift up thine eyes northward and fouth' 
vniA, md eaftward and wellward, and fee the 
good land that is beyond Jordan, and that goodly 
mountain : Behold the paradife of God, watered 
with the Areams of glory. Arife. and walk thto' 
the land in the lengSi of it, and in the breadth of 
jli for the land whicU thon leeft, tbeXord will 
give it thee fcr ever, if thoo wilt but reiarn. 
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Gt*. ula. 14, i;. 17. Let tee fay to Ate at 
Paal to Agrippa, ■' BelicveA thoa the prophet* I" 
If thoti believed indeed, do bat view whst " ^o- 
" nous thiDg) ire fpokeo of the city of God," 
F/ttlf Ixxmi. 3. ; Add know, tliat all tbu it hne 
tendered in the name of 6od » thee : As vtrAf 
8s God is trnei it flutll be hr ever thinei if ikoa 
wilt but thoroughly turn and be converted. 

Behold the city of pare iraufparent gold, wbofii 
fouDdationa are gBrnilhed wi^ all manner of pre* 
tious Aones, whofe gates are pearls whofe ^bt is 
glory, whofe temple is God. Believelt thon thaf 
If thou doft. ^t thou Dot worfe than (fiftraded, 
that wilt not take polTeflion when the gate) nc 
dang open to thee, and thoa art bid to enter ? O 
ye iooi of folly, will yoa embrace the duaghiU, 
and refufe the kingdom f Behold the Lord takes 
you up into die mountain, Ibews you the kingdom 
of heaven, and all the glory thereof, and tells yoit, 
■' All this will I give you, if yon will £dl down 
" and worlhip me;" if you will ,fobinit to mercy 
acc|^t my fon, and ferve me in rightcoafiie& and 
holinel^. " O faoU, and flow n heart to bc> 
" Hevc!" Will you cxwrt the harlot? will yoa 
feek and ferve the wotM, and negleft eternal 
glory ? What! not enter into Paradi^, wkeu tite 
flaming fword, whicfa waa once fet to keep yoia 
out, is now ufed to drive you in ! But y«u will lay, 
I am uncharitaUe to think you infidels uil unbe- 
lievers. Why, what fhall I think you i Eiibcw 
jrou are defperace unbelievers, that do not credit 
n> or Aark diilrafied, that you know and believe 
the excellency and eternity of this glory, and yet 
dofo fearfully negle£t it, $arely yoa hare eitheriu 
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fiiA, or tM r»lbn, and I had almoU ikid, coo- 
Ideoce QuUl teU you lb before I leave you. 

Do but ftttend to what u<oAcred 700 : O blcflbd 
iung<loiB ! % " kingdom oTglory," i Tiiff. ii. iz.; 
s " kingdom of ngtueonfDris," z Pa. iii. 1 3. t a 
?* kingdom c( petce," Ram. »v. 17,; anid an 
" ereHailing kingdom," a Pn. i. 1 1 ; here ihtju 
ihalt dwell, here thou fli^i rei^ for ever, and the 
Lord Audi feat thee on a throne of glory, Matr. 
jdx. 28. ; tod nkh bil own hand ilitll fee the royal 
diadem opon thy head, and give thee a crown, not 
of thoras, ibr d>ere fluU be no finniog aor fnffc r^ 
u^ diere, Rnit xA. 17. and xTii. 5, 5. ; not of 
gold, (fcp' dut fliall be 'vHer thfii the dirt in that 
^ay}, bat a " crown of life," ^amts i. 11. ; a 
•' crown of righteoufncfs,^' a Tim. iv. 8. i a crovm 
■• of glory," 1 Pet. V. +. ; yea, " thon Qtalc pat on 
** glory as a robe," 1 Cer. xv. 43, and fbalt 
■■ mine like tbe fan in the fimtaoMnt, m the glofy 
" of thy Father," Matt, xiii. 43. —Look roW 
ppon thy dirty flelh, the day, thy worm'j meat : 
Tbig very fiejh, thii lum^ thii carcafe, Ihalt be 
tHrighter than the flart,/)i*n. xii. 3. Inflict, thou 
ftalt be nade like onto tbe " a&gdi of God." luh 
zx. j6. and ■■ behold his face in righteoofneftj" 
P/ehi xvii. i{. Look in now and tdl nie, OoS 
thou yet believe i If not, coofdence maft proaonoce 
Ihee an Infidel r for it is the very fforj ^ Gad that 
Ifpeak. I 

But if tbon fay thou believeft, let me next know 
thy relblutioni. Wilt ihou embrace thit for thy 
happinefs ? Will thnu for^o thy finful gaini, th/ 
forbidden plearores \ Wilt diou trample on the 
world'* eliteem, and fpic in'the harlat'e face; and 
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flop thy ears. &t her Aatceriei, and wreil thee oM 
of her embracsa i Wilt thda be content to taloe 
up with reproack aod poverty, if it lie in thy way 
to heaven, and follow the Lord with humble fel/- 
denial in a jnortified aod flefh difpleifing Uf« I If 
fi), all is thine, and that for ever. 

And ui thou not furly offered i Is it not pty 
bathe fhould be damned that will needi goon and 
perifli, when all thU may be had for the Aking i 
Wilt thou take God at his word I Wilt thou let go 
thy holdfaft of the world, «nd rid thy hands of 
thy fins, aiki lay hold on eternal lifei If not, let 
confcience tell thee whether thot art not diftraAed . 
or bewitched, thst thou fhouldeA iieg^cA fo ha^ijr 
a chtnce, by which thou mtghteft be made blel]al 
for ever. 

J. " God wilt fettle unfpeakable privilegei at 
" prefentupm thee," i Ctr. iii. aa. Alr^, xit. 
iz. 24.' " TboQgli dw Ul of yoiir bleflednc& 
*< ihall be deferred till hereafter, yet God will give 
" yon DO little things in hand," . 

He wiH redeem yoa ftom your thraldom, yt^M 
THi. 36. ; he will pluck you from the paw of the 
lion,. Cv/. i. t}.; the feipent Ihall bruife yourkeri, 
bm you ihall bruife hi.' head, G/«. ui. ic.; he 
fliall deliver yon from the piefent evil world. Gal. 
J. 4. ; profperity ihall not deflroy you, adverfitr 
Aall not feparate between him and yoa,.Rem. viii. 
25, jS. ; he will redeem you from the power of 
the grave, P/aka xHx. 15. and make the kbig of 
lenOTiameffcBger of peace to you. He will take 
ont the carfe from the crofs, Pjkl/a cxix. 71.; and 
make affliflion the fining-pot, the fan,' the phyfie, 
to blow off the chaff, purify the metal, and puree 
the nuad, Dim. xii. 10. (fa. xxvu. 9. He wiU 
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five yoa fntm the arrell of ihe law. and turn the 
auie into ft blefling to yOu, Rem. vi, 14. Oa/l. 
iU. 24. Heliath the keys of hell and death, and 
fluuteih, that no man opeoech, Riv. i!i. 7. and i. 
iS. and he will Ihui its mouth> as once he did the 
Uona, Daa, vi. Z2.; that yoii fliall not be hurt of 
the fecond death. Rev. ii. 1 1 . 

But he will not only fave you from mirery, but 
infial you intti iinlpeakable prerogativea ! He nil! 
bellow hirofeif upon you, he will ^e a friend unto 
you, and a father to you, i Cut. vL iS.; he will 
be a fun and a Ihidd to. you, Pfdm Ixxxiv. i i .; ia 
a word, he will be a God to you, Ctn, xvii. 7. ' 
ud what can be faid more ? What you may ex- 
peQ that a God (boold do for you, and be to yoa ; 
that he will be, that he will do. She that marriei 
a prince, expefb that he Ihould do fgr her like a 
pnD<;e, that ihe may live in a fuitable ftafe, and 
bave an anfwerable dowry : He that hath a King 
for his ^ther, or friend, expeAs that he fhould do 
for him like a king, f^as \ the kings and mo~ 
narcha of the eartb, fo much above you^ are boC 
l^ke the painted butterilles amongft the reft of their 
kind, or the fair coloured pal me*- worm, amongft 
the rejl of the worms, if compared with God. Aa 
he doth inGnitely exceed the glory and power of 
hii glittering du^, (b he will, beyond all propor- 
tion, exceed in doing for his favourites whatever 
princes can do for theirs. He will " give yoa 
<• grace and glory, and withhold no good thing 
"^umyou," PfalM\x.Jxa. 11. He^iJItateyoa' 
&r his ions and daoehters, and make you heirs of 
his promifes, Heh.yx. 17.; and eftabliihhis ever- 
Jawing covenant wuL you, Jn. xxxii. 40. He 
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will jafKfy you from >0 that law, cmifcieDce, and 
SaUn car charge upon you, Rsn. viii. 33, 34.— 
He will give, you free accefs into his prelence, 'IR^ 
accept yOQr perfon, and receive your prayeri, 
Epi-m. 13. andi.6, I Juiiv. 14. Hewiltabid<i 
in you, and makes you the man ot" his fecrets, and 
- hold a conHaDt and friendly comoiunton with yod 
ynbn mi- ^3- and XV. 15. 1 Jain i. 3. His ear 
Ihall be open, his door open; his flow open at all 
times to you. His bleflings fhaQ rell upon yon, 
and be wiU make your enemies to fenre yos, uiA 
work out " ^t things fw good unto you," P/aim 
cxv, J3. ff«n. viii. 18. ■ ■ : - 

4. " The terms of mercy are brought as low m 
" pofiible tn you.** God has Itooped as tow M 
Annersas with honour he can ■- He will noC be thought 
the author of fin, nor ftain the glory of fati holi- 
nefs : And nether could be come lower than bq 
hath, unlefs he Ihould do this ?— He hath abate<( 
' the impolSble terms of the firft totfeoint, Jtr. i'~ 



33. Mart V. 36. Jst xri. 31. and iii. ig,Pnvi 
xxviii. 13. He doth not impoTe any thin? unret- 
fonableor impoflible as a condition of Gfe upon 



yon : Two tilings were cecefiary to be done, ac- 
cording to the tenor of the ArR. covenant: 1. 
" TTiat yoQ ftiould fully fatisfy the demands df 
" juflice for paft offences. ' i. That yoo lltouM 
■* perform perfon^y, perfectly, and perfjciually, 
"the whole law for the time to come." Both 
thefe are tons impoffibie, ff™. viii, 3.; but t>e- 
l)[M God's gracious abatement hi both: He doth 
not Hand upon fatisfaftion; he is content to take 
of ibe Surety (and hcdf his own providing too) 
what he might have exafted from you, 3 Car. v. 
19. HcdcdarEs himfelfto have received a ran- 
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fpoie, yd xxxiii. 24. * Tim^ ii. 6. and that he 
expefls nothing but that you fhould accept hia Son, 
and " he ihaU be righteou(ilels and redemption to - 
". you." yttlm I. J2. I Cor. i. 30; And for die 
future obedience, ' here he is content tt^ yield to 
your weaknc& and omit the rigour. He doth 
iiQC Hand upon perfefUon a^ a condition of life, 
thoagb he ftiH infiih opon ic.aa big due, but is coa- 
lent to accept of fiocerity, G«n, xvii. i. Prev. 
v. 10. Thpogh you cannot pay the fall det)ti he 
wilt accept yoa according \o that which yoti have, 
and take wiUingneft fcr dtnng, and the'purpofe for 
the performance, 2 Cer. viii. i^. i Clren. vi. 8. 
ffti. xi. 17. Afld if you come ia bi> Chnft, and . 
fet your heart) to pleafe him, and make it the 
chief of your care, he will approve and reward 
you, though the vdTel be marred in your hands. 

0> confider your Maker's condefcention ! let 
jot fay to ^00 as Naaman's fervant to bim, " My 
" father, if the prophet had bid thee do fbme 
" great thing, would you not have d&ne it ? — 
" How much rather when he faith to thee, Wafli 
" and be deae }" 2 ^"g' v. !;■ If God had 
demanded fame terrible, lome fevere and Hgorona 
thing of you, to efcape et^mal damnation, would 
yoa not have done u } Suppofe it had been to 
Jpend a]l your days in forrow m (bme howling wil- 
denief^ or pine yourfelvea with f.imine, or to 
" oiFer the fruit of^your botties for tht &a of your 
*f fools," would you not have thankfully accepted 
eternal redemption, though thele had been the 
conditions } If your ofiended creator Ihould have 
held you but one rear upon the rack, and iheti 
bid you come and lorlake your fini, accept ChriS, 

■ N3 Co;..!. 
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and {an him a few years id leir-dntel, or {ie in 
this cafe for ever and ever, do yoQ think yoa 
fiioald have Auclc at the offer, and difpaied die 
terms, and have been unrelblved whether jron 
were to accept o( the motion ) O Sunn, ntpra 
and live ; ^/fhJ fhouldeft thou die when life is lo be 
hsd for the taking, when mercy feems behdden 
to thee {as it were) to be favfd f— Conldcft thoo 
fay indeed, " Lord, I knew that thoa wall aii 
« hard man," Matt, xxv, 24, ; thoa hadft fome 
Kttic excufej but when the God of heavcrt haS 
ftooped fo low, and condelcended fo far, if now 
thou Ihouldeil (land off, who ihall plead for thee ? " 
". .OhjiHion. Nofwithftandiiig ail ihefe abacement»» 
I am no more able to perform thefc cotdiuoos 
(in themfelrrs fo eafy) cf Faiih, ' RiprntaKct, and 
jtxcire Ohtdtenct, than to fatisfy and falfil the law, 

jin/kvir. Thefe yoo may perform by God's 
erace enabling, whereas the otbeji is naturally 
impolQblc in ihis (bte, even to bdievers theiA- 
f.:Ives.~But let the next conlideraiion ferve for a 
fuller an fwer. 

5. Wfieiln you are impotent,' God doth offer 
" grace Co enable yoa," -i have ([retched out my 
"'Hand, add no maa'rt^.ard^d," Prof. i. a* — 
What though you. are pjojiged. into the ditcfrof 
th« tniftry, from p.'Hctx yon can never get out, 
Chrift offtreth to help you out ; he reaclwth out 
hia hr,r.d to you, and if you perifti, it is for refu- 
fing his htlp. " Behold, Ilhtid at the door and 
" knock, if any man oprfi to me I wil! come 
•' in," R/v, iii. ac. What thoaeh you are poor, 
ard wretchod, and blind, and naked ? Chrift of- 
fcreth a cure for your blitidnefs, a cowering for 
vcur nakednefi, a remeijy for your poverty ; he 
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tenders you his righteoufnefs. hw grace. •' I 
'' counfet thee to buy of me gold, that thou nuyelt 
" be rich ; aod white raunent, that thoU mayell 
" he clothed ;' and anoint thine eyes with ey^- 
*'fal«e, that thou mayeft fee," Xtv. iii. 17. iB. 
Do yoQ fay the condidon is impoflible) fori have 
potwheiewith to buy! You mutt' know that this 
bnyiflg is " wichoai money and wichont price," 
I/a. Iv. I. ; this baying h by begging' and icekirig 
with diligence and coaltancy in the ufe of Ood'i 
ineani, Prev. u. 3, x. Gcd commanded thee 
to know him and to fear Mm. Doft tho)i fay ycai 
but my mind is blinded, and my bear^ is hardened 
from fail fear! I anrwer, God doth offer to ea- 
lighten thy mind, and to teach thee this ft»rt 
fhat is prefented to thy cboicc, Prev. i, i^i 
*' For that they hated knowledge, and did not 
" choofe the fear of the Lord." So that now if 
men live in ignorance and eftrStigemer.t from the 
Lord, it is bccaufe they, " will not nnderftard and 
*■ defira the knowledge of his ways, Jei xxi. 14. 
'' If thou crieA after knowledge, if then feelcelt 
" her as filver, &c. then (halt thoa nndetlhrd ih« 
" fear of the Lord, and find the kncwkdge of " 
" God," Prtv, ii. 3, ;. Is not here a fair offei ? 
" Turn yc at my reproof, behold 1 will pour out 
" my Spirit unto you," /Vs^. i. 23. Though of 
yourfclves you can do nothing, yet you may 00 tSX 
through his Spirit encibling you, and he doCh offer 
affifhmce to you. God bids you " walh and make 
" your clean," 2/a. i. 16.; you fay'you arc unabia, 
as mnch as the leopard to wafh out his fpota, Jtr. 
xiii, 23.; yea, but the Lord doth cftisr to purge 
yon, fo that if you be filthy ftitt, ii is through 
your own wilfnlnefs. Exit. xxiv. ij. "I hav- 
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pu" ed thee, and thoo waft not parged." Jt^^ 
xiii- 17- " O Jerufalem, wilt thou not be made 
f clean? When fliair it' once be ?"— God doth 
wait when yaa will be made dean, when you will 
yield to his modons, accept of hig ofters, and let 
him do. for you and in you, what yoo. cannot do for 
yoarfelvM. Voa do not know how much God 
will do upon^our importunity, if ybu will be but 
refllels and infant with hinf, Luki ^i. S. and 
Kviii. 5. 

Though God hath not bound himfelf by ei^fs 
promife to wicked men, to give them grace in the 
diligent u& of the means, yet he hath given them 
abundance of encouragement to expefi it from 
him, if they feck it earnelUy in his way. His mofi 
graciOua nature is abundant encouragement. If a 
rich and moll bountifti>inan (hould tck thee in mi-r 
fery, and bid thee come to bis door, wouldfi 
thou not with coQ^dence expe£l at thy coming tq 
jind Ibmc reL'ef? Tho^ an not able to believe, 
tu^- repent : God appoints ihee to ufe fuch' and 
fuch means, in order to thy obtaining f^th and re- 
pentance i doth not this argue, that God will be- 
ftow thefe upon thee if thou doft ply him diligently 
in .prayer, meditation, rea4ing, hearing, Wf-cxr 
amination, and the reft of his means P-Otherwife 
God fhould bi)t mock his poor creatures, to put 
them upon thefe felf-denying endeavours, and 
then when they have hern hard put to it, and con- 
tinued wailing upon him for grace> deny them at 
iaft. Surely if a good-natured man would nqt 
deal thus, mack lefs will the moft merciful an^ 
gradioui God.- -•»— 
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A^D now, mf brethera, let me know your 
mindi: ,Wha(do fou intend to do? willyot) 
1^ Oil and die? Or, will you let upon a thorough' 
and fpeedy conyer£(xi,' and Ipy hold on eternal 
- ]fk } How long wiH yt linger in Sodom i " How 
;* Iwig will ye halt between two opinions ?"-^ 
I Kritg! \fm. 1 1 . Are you not yet refolved whe- 
ther Cbrift or Banbbas, wbethn* blif; or tormenti 
whether the land of Cabttll i Kngiix. 13. or thtj 
{wradife of Cod be the better choice ? la it a dif- 
potabte cufe, wbethe; the Abana and PJiarrar of 
I>ainafcn3, be better than ^ the Areamg of Eden; 
pr whether the vile puddle of fiiii ia to be prefitr- 
fcd before the water of live, clear as cryftal, pro- 
ceeding our of the throne of God, and of ih^ 
Lamb?— Can the worid, in good earneif, do riiat . 
ftir yoo, which Chrift can ?-T-Wiil it (land by yotf 
toetemity? — Wi]l pkafures, land*, titles, or trea- 
fiire» defcend' with you? P/aJni xlix. 17. t Tim. 
yi. y. If not, had yoa not need look after fome- 
what that will f-r-What mean you to ftand waver, 
iitg? to be off and on 1 FooliOt children! hov/ 
long will ye ftick between (he womb and, the 
World/ Skal) I Jead yoA at laft no l^ttber than 
Agrippa, but fbnoft periiiaded; why, you are 
for ever, loll if lejr there ; as good not at all, as 
not altogether C'hriltians: You arc half in the 
imnd to give over your formej- negligent life, and 
fet to a Itrid and holy courfe : you conld wilh yoii 
were as fome others are, and could do as they can 
do;— How loBg win you reft in kKe wilhes and 
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fruitlels porpofes ? When will you come to a fixed, 
firm, and full refolve? Do not you fee how Satan 
;uI1s jTDo, bj tempting yon to delays t- How loDg 
lath he drawn you on in the way of perdition f— 
How many years have yon been purpofing . to 
mend t — what if God 'flwold have taken you off 
all this while ? 

Well, put me not off with a dilatory anfwer : 
Tell me not of hereafter, I mull have yoir im- 
mediate confent: If you be not now refolved, 
ttrhile the Lord is treating with you, and conmng 
you, much lefs ^re you Iskp to be hereafter, when 
thefe impreflioni are worn out, and you ate har< 
dened through the deceitfubefs of fm. Will you 
give me your hands i Will yon fet open the doors, 
and receive the Lord JeTus the Ml and ready poflcf- 
fton? Will you put your names int^ his cove- 
nant? Will you fiibfcribe? What do you refolvc 
|ipon? If you ^re ilill upon yo&r delaj's, my la-. 
bour is lofl, and all is liice to come to nothing.— - 
Fain I would that yon fhould now put in your ad-> 
ventures. Come, caA in your lot, make your 
choice. " Now is the accepted time, now is the 
"day of falvation: To-day if yon will hear bit 
" voice." Why Ihould not this be the day from 
whence thon fhouMeft be able to date thy liappi- 
ncfs? Why fliouldeft thou ventute a day longer in 
this dangerous and dreadfid condition J What if 
Cod Ihould this night require th^ fouif " O that 
" thou mightefi' know in thii thy day, the things 
'.' that belong to thy peace, before they be hid front 
•■ thine eyw," Laii xix. 41. This is thy day, and 
it is but a day, Jciia ix. 4. Others have had their- 
day, and have received their doom, and now art 
tiion brought upon the flage of this world, here l<^ 
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kfl tby part for the whole eternity, ftemember 
thou arc now upon iby good behaviour for evcrbft- 
ing ; if [hou make not a wife choice now, thoa art 
UDdone for eVer. Look what thy prefntt choice 
is, fach miiA thine eternal CDodictoDs be, i^xib X. 42. 
andxvi: 2^. i'fw. i. 17, 29. t 

And is It tnie indeed .' Is life and death at thy 
choice f .Yea, h is as true as truth is, Diut. xiii. 14, 
why then, what hinders but that thou fhonldefl be 
happy i Nothing doth or can hinder hat thine own 
wilful negleA or refiita]. It was the fpeech of the 
Eunach to Philip, " See here is water, what doth 
" hinder me cffoe baptized ? So I may fay to thee. 
See here 13 Chrift, here is mercy, pardon, and'life; 
what hinder* but that cboufhoaldeft be pardoned, and 
Javed i One of the martyrs, as he was praying at 
the Sake, had his* ipanion fet by him in a box 
[which indetd he refufed defervedly, becanfe upon 
nnwoithy terms) but here the terms are mo& 
hononrahlc and eafy. O £nner! wilt thou burn 
mth thy pardon by thee? Why, do but forthwith 
give np thy coofeiit to ChriA, to renounce thy hns, 
de^y thyfelf, cake np the yoke and the crofs, and 
■ thou carrieftthe day ; Chrifl i« thine, pardon, peace, 
tife, and bleffednefs, all are thine: And is not thij 
xp ofitr.worth eoibracing i Why ibouldelt thou hi- 
iitate, or doubtfully diipute about the cafe? Is it 
not paft controverfy whether Ood, be better than 
fin, and glory than vanity? Why fbouldefi thou 
foriake chy own mercib, and fin agaioft thy own 
lib?' When' wilt thou Ihake off thy flath, and lajr 
by thme excufes? " Boaft not ihylelf of to morrow ' 
" thou knOweft not where this night may lodge 
"Ihee," Pnru. xzvii, i. CihiJi 
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BelovoJ, now the bol; Spirit is fl^vbg wkh ytsa i 
he wbl not always itrive. Hall tbou not felt thine 
heart warmed hy the Word, and been almoft per- 
filaded to leave otf thy fint and come in to God ? 
Halt thou not felt fame jgood niotion) in thy mind, 
wherein thou halt beeo wanied of thy danger, atwl 
told what thy cardefs courle vtmaU end in? It may- 
be thou an l^ joaxig Sartguel, v>ha, when the Lord 
called once and again, knew not the voice of due 
Lord, I f dis. iii. 6,7.; biii thefe motiotu and itcma 
are the oHert, and ellayg, and callings, and ftrivings 
bf the Spirit: 0, take the advantage of the tide 
Unt] know the day of thy vificatioa. 

Now tlie Lord Jefu» ftretcheth wide hii amu 16 
Ivceive you ; he befeecbeth you by us. How mo- 
yiooly, how meltingJy, how pitifully, how com- 
pauionately he callech i The disrch is put into a 
lUdden extafy upon the found of his voice, " The 
*' voice cf my beloved 1" Caw. ii. 8- O, wilt 
thou turn a deaf ear to his voice ! It is not the 
voice that breaketh the cedars, and m^eth the 
nwantainslkiplikeacalfi chat fhaketb the wilder- 
nefi, and div:deth the flames of £re ; it is not Si- 
nk's thiiader, but a foft and ftill voictf : It ii mt 
the voice of MoanC £ba1, a voice of curling aiid 
terror, but the voice of Moant GereKinii the vi:ace 
oFblelEng, and of glad tidings of good things: tt 
is not the vc^ce of the trumpet, nor the voice of 
ivar, but a meflkge of peace from the King of Peace 
ifih. vi. i ;. 2 Cer. v. 18. 20. Methinks it fhould 
be with ihee as with the fpoufe, " My ibol f^led 
" when he fpake," Cant. v. 6. I may fay nntD 
thee, O finner! as Martha to her filler, " The 
"MaAeriscomc and he calleth for tbee," yatn 
M. 28. O, now with Mary arife quickly, and cone 
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tiio him ! How Iweet are his invitations ! He ai* 
jeth in the open cooCourfc, " If any manthirft, let 
" him come unto me and drink," ^'in vii. 37, 
Pfiri;. i. 21. He broachci his own b'jdy for thee, 
O come and lay thy mouth to his fide ! Hotv free 
it be! he exdodeth none: " Whofiiever wL'I, let 
" lum come and take the water of life freely," 
JtniiXxii. 17. " WhofoHs fimple, let him turn in 
" hither. Come eat of my bread, drink of the wine 
" that I have mingled. Forfake the faolifli and 
" liire," P«i>. ix. q,. 6. " Come Unto me, i^e, 
•' take my yoke upon you, and learn tJf me, and 
•' ye (hall finJreft to your Ibuls," A/a//, xi. 28, 29, 
" Himthatcomnhtome I will in no wife call oat," 
Jehu v't, 37. HowdiJih he bemnan the nbHinate refa- 
fer? " O Jerufalem! Jerufalem! hoiv often would 
" I have gathered thy children, as a hen gaihereth 
*' herchicKensunderherwings, and ye would rot!" 
Mail.xxm.^-j. " Behold me, behold me;. I have 
" ftretcbed out my hands all the day to a rebellious 
"people," l/a.hiv, I, 2. O b^ perfuaded now ac 
laft to throw yoorfelves into thft arms of love. 

Behold, O ye foni of men, the Loid Jefus haih 
thrown open the prlfor, and now he comeih to 
yoa, as she magiftrates occc to them, A:ls x\i. 30. 
and befeeches you to gorae out. If it Were from 
a palace or paradife that Chrifl did call you, it 
were no wonder if yuu were, unwilling; {and vet 
how eafily was Adam dehided thence!) bat it a 
from your priion. Sirs ; from your oiains, from the 
dungeon, from darkiiefa, that he calleth yon, I/a. 
xlii. 6, 7. ; and will yco not come? He calls you 
nnto liberty, Ga/.v. ij. and will you not hearken? 
His yoke V eafy, his laws are Uljerty', hit ferviefi 
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fjeedam, Mail. xi. 30. Jantn\. 2j. 1 Car, vii. 
22.; and whatever prejudices you may hay e again ft 
his >ways, if a God may be believed, you (hall 
find ttiL-Di all pleasure and peace, and Ihall taDe 
fweetntfs and joy unutterable, and take infinite 
deligbt and felicity in ihem, Prav-'xa, 17. Pfat, 
cxix. 103. 111,165.. > ^*'''- 8- 

Beloved, I am loth to leave you ; I cannot tell 
how to give you over. I am now ready to Jhut 
up, but would fain flrike this bargain between 
Chrill and you before I end.. What! ftiall f leave 
you as I found you at laft P Have you read hitherto, 
arid are you not yet refolvcd upon a prefeni aban- 
doning all your fins, and clofing with jefos Chrifl ? 
Alas! what Ihall I fay? What ftiall I do? Wilt 
you refill all my importunity? Have I run in vain? 
Have \ ufed fo many arguments, and.fpenl fa mucK 
time to perfuade vou, ard will you at lafl difap- 
point me? But it is a fmall matter that you rejeA 
me ; you put a flight upon the God tl.ac made you ; 
you rpjeft the bowels and befeeching of a'Savioar, 
and will be found relilters of the Holy Ghoit, 
jiSi vit. J I . if you will not now be prevailed with 
to repent and be converted. 

Well, though I have called you long, and you 
have rcfufc'd, i Cisll yet this once more lift up my 
voice like a trumpet, and cry from the higheft 
places of the cJiy, before I conclude with a mifc- 
rable cendasiatujn tfi. Once more I ihall call re- 
gardlcfs finners, that, if it be poflible, J may 
awaken -hem ; " O earth, earth, earth, hear the 
" wofd of the Lord," "Jir. x\ii. zj. Unlefs ycu 
be refolved to die, lend your ears to the lall calls 
of. mercy. Behold, in the name of God I make 
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Open proclamaiioD to you.' " Hearken unto mt, 
" O'ye childien, hear^ inftrnflion, and be wife, 
" and refuie it not." Prfv. viii. 31. jj. 

" Ho, every one thit thirfteth, come ye to the 
'■ water;; and he that hj^h do money, come ye, 
" buy and eat : Vea, come buy wine and milk 
"without money, and without price. Wherefore 
" do yon fpend your money for that which is not 
"' bread, and your labrur for that which fatisfieih 
" not f Hearken diligently unto, me, and eat ye 
" ^at which is good, and let vour foul delighrit- 
" fcif in fatneff. Incline your ear, and ci^me unto 
" me i hear, and your foul fhall liv« ; and I will 
■• make an everlafting covenant with you, even the 
" fure mercies of David," Jja, Iv. i, 3. 

Ho, every one that is fick of -.v.y manner of 
difeafe or torment, Mati.iv. 23. 24 or ia poffeffed 
with an evil fpirit, whether of pride, fury, or laft, 
or covetoufnefs, come ye -to the ?.yfician, bring 
away your fick : Lo, here ii he th>i " hcaleCb all 
" manner of Gcknefles, and all manner of difeafes 
" among the people." 

Ho, every one that' is in debt, and every one 
that is in dillrefs, and every one that is difcon- 
tented, gather yourfelf unto Chrift and he will 
beceme a captain over you, he will be your pro- 
teflion from the arrefts of the kw, he will fave 
you from the hand of juftice. Behold he is^n open 
fanfluary to you, he i^ a known refuge. Hit, vi. 
lU. Pjaim xiviii. 3. Away with your fins, and 
coroe in unto him, left the avenger of blood feizc 
you, left devouring' wrath overtake you. " 

Ho, everv ignorant finner, come and buy eye- 
Jalve that thou mayefl fee, Rtv. iii. 18. Away 

N « v; ..I. 
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with thy Mtcufts; for thou art for ever loft if thoq 
COntinaeft in this ftntc, 2 Ccr. iv. 3.; but accept 
of Chrift for tiiy prophtt, and he will be 3 light 
unto thee, Ija. xlii. 6. Efii. v. 14. Qry onto him 
for knowledge, lludy his word, take pains about 
theprinclplesofr ligion, huptileihyfelf before him, 
and he will teach thee Jiis way, and make thee 
wife ut'to falvalioti, Marl. xiii. 36. Luit y.a. g, 
JoKn V. 49; but i! 'hou wilt out to low him in the 
diligent ufc I'f hU means, but idly fit down becauTe 
thou hal! but one talent, he will ct nd .mn thee for a 
tticked and llotbful fertiml, Ma:i. xxv. 24, z6. 

Ko, everj profane finter, come in and live:— 
{letum unto the Lord, and he will tiaie mercy oa 
thee; O be tntrrated, return and come, thou that ' 
haA dr.filed thy mouth with oaths and execrations, 
" all manner of fius and blalphemies fhall be for- 
" given thee," Mo '. hi. z8. ; if thou wilt but 
thoroughly tun: iii-io Uhrijl, and come )n> Though 
thoi wal> as uncUiin as M^dak-ne, yet, " put 
•' away thy whoredoms out of ihy fight, and thy 
" adulteries from between thy breafli," and give . 
upthyfelf unto Chrift a< a vtfTel of holincft, fit 
for his ufe ; and then, " though thy Jins be >■ 
" fcarlet, they ihall be as wool; and though they 
*■ be as crimfon, they (hill be as white as fnsw/' 
Luktva. 47. !Ja. i. iS. 

Hedr,\ O ye drunkards, " how long will you be 
"drunken? Put away ycur wine," i Saa.'u 14. 
Though yen have rolled in the vomit of your lip, 
take (tie vomit < f repentance, and thoroughly dif. 
gorge your belovtd lulls, and the Lord wJl re- 
ceive >ou, a Or, vi. i^. Give up yourfeivcs id 
Chrifl, to live foberly, righteoufiy, aod go^ly \ 
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embrace his rlghteoafners, accept bis government' 
and ibough you hare been fwine, he will tvalh yon, 
Jttv. i. 5. 

Hear, O ye loofc companions, whofc deEg^t ia 
in Tain and wicked fooety, to fport awAy your 
time in carnal tnirth and jollity with [hem, come 
in at Wildam'i call, and choofe her and her way), 
and yon Iball live, Pnv. ix. ;, 6. 

Hear, O ye fcomers, hear the word of the Lord ; 
ihoagh yoD have made, a fport at godlir.efs and 
the profeHors thereof, though you have made a 
fcorn of Chriil and of his .ways, yet even to you 
doth he call, to gather you under the mngs of his 
mercy, Pto-v. i. 21, 23. In a word, though you 
ihoald be found among the worll of the black roll, 
t Car. vi. 9, i».j yet upon your thorough CfflO- 
▼eriion you Ihill b: wafhed, you Ihall be jultifiedt 
you ftiall he fanftified in the rame of the Lord Jc- 
lus, and by the Spirit of oar God, vir. 1 1 . 

Ho, every formal profcflbr, that art but a lake- 
warm dough baked Chriftian, and relteft in the 
form of godlinefs, give over thy halving and thy 
halting, ds a Chriflian throaghoat, be zealona and 
repent ; and then, though thou hall been an offence 
to ChrjA'i Uomach, thou fhalt be the joy of his 
heart, Re^. lii. 16, 19, zo. 

And now bear witnefs that mercy hath been of- 
fered you: "I call Heaven and earth to record 
•'. againfl you this day, tfiat 1 have (et before yon 
"life anddeath, blefliig'ind curfisg ; therefore 
-" choofe life that you may live," Dmi. xxx. 19. 
■ 1 can but woo and warn you; I cannot compel 
■ypnto Jbe happy, if I could I would. What an- 
T^feft- y«Bl you fuid me with to my mafierf Let me 
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{peak to j'on S9 Abrahiim's fervant to them> " And 
'.' now if yuu will deal kindty and iruly with my 
" mafler, tell me," Gm xxiv. 49. O for (uch 
an happy anfWer as Rebecca gave Itiem, vtr. r^, 
58. " And ihey f^id. We will call the danirel, 
" and inquire ai htr mouth. And they c*lled 
<* Rebecca) and laid unto her> Wilt thou go with 
"thismanf Ar^d (he laid. I will go." O that I 
had bni thii from you ! Why Ihould i be your ac- 
ciiferl Mail. x. 14, 15. ; who ihirlt for yourfal- 
vationl Why Ihould the palEcnate pleadings and 
wooings of Dierey be turned into the horrid ag' 
gravatioo of your nbftinacy, and additions to your 
mifery? Judge In yourlelves : Do you not think 
their condemnation will be doubly dreadful, that 
Jhall ga an in their fins, after all endeavours to 
lecal them ? Djiuhilefs " it (hall be more toleri- 
" ble for Tyre and Sidon, yea, for Sodom and 
« Gomorrah, in tl,e day of judgment, tfiaD foy 
f you," Mair, x\. 2Z, 24. 

Beloved, if you have an)' pity for your pf rib- 
ing fouls, clofe with the prefent offers of mercy : 
If you would not coniinue and incrcafe the pajna 
of your travailing minillera, do not fiick'in the 
birth. If the God that made you have any au- 
thority with you, obey his command, and come io. 
If you are net the del'p fers of grace, and woaI<t 
not ftiut up the doors ot mercy againft yourftlve*, 
repent and he converted; Ut not heaven tlaud open 
tor ycu in vain: Let not the Lord Jelus open his 
wares, and bid you buy without money and with~ 
out price, in vain : Let not his minifiers and his 
iSpirit flrive with ytju in v?in, and leave you now 
at laft unperfuaded, lefl the fenteoce go forth 
^zainll yoa, " The b(Uc)?t« sff b'>init, th« Jea^ u 
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f confunted of the lire, ti:<. founder melteth in vun« 
•' reprobate lilver Ihall^en call them, becaufe the 
f Lord hath rejeftcd them," Jtr. vi. 29, 30. • 
Father of Spirits ! take the heart in hand that il 
too hard for my weaknefs : Do not thou end, tbo' 
I have done; half a word from thy effectual power 
will do . the work. O thou chat hall the key of 
David, that opi;nell and no man' fhutteth, open 
thou this heart as itiou didll Lydia's, and let the 
King of Glory enter in, and make this foul thy 
caplive ! let not the tempter 'harden him in delays; 
let him not Itir from this place, nor take his eyeS 
from tbefc lines, till he be refolved to forego his 
Jjusi.and accept of life on thy felf-denying terms. 
Ill thy name, O Lord God, did I go iorth to 
thefe labours, in thy name do I Jhut them up. 
X,ei not all the time they have cod be loft iiours ; 
let not all the thoughts of heart, and all the paius 
tbat have been about them, be bup loft labour. 
Lord, put in thy hand into the heart of ihis reader, 
and fend thy Spirit, as once thou didft Philip, to 
join himfelf to the chariat of the Eunuch, while 
fie was reading the word. And though I fhould 
never IcnoW it while I live, yet I befeech thee, *0 
Lord Godi let it be found at that day that fome 
foals are converted by tbefe bbours; and let fome 
be able to Hand, forth and fay, [hat by theie per- 
fuafions they were won unto thee, J/iitn, jimcn^ 
Let him that readeth fay Amii- 

Mr- Alleinb's counsel for peesonal /7«rf 

> FAMILY GODLINESS. 

ELOVED, I defpair of evet- bringing you to 
falvailoD without i^dificanoD> or poJTelliug 
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you of happineG without perfuading you to holi- 
reis. God knows, I have not the leaft hope ever 
to fee one of your faces in heaven, except you be 
converted, and fanflified, and exercife yourfelves 
unto godlinefs : I befeech yon, Haij perfonal god- 
linefs and family godlinefs. 

ill, Firfonal gadiituji. Let it be your Rrft care 
to fet up Chrift' in your hearts : See that you malce 
all your wordly interefts to ftoop la him, that you 
be entirely and uarefervedly devoted unto him. If 
you wilfully, and deflberaiely, and ordinarily har- 
bour any fin, you are undone, Ffaim Ixviti. ar. 
Extk. xviii. 20. See that you unfeignedly take 
the law of Chrift as the ruie of your words, 
thoDghts, and anions ; and fubjefl your whole 
inan, members, and minds, faithfully to him, 
Pfal. CKix. 34. Rom. vi. 13. If you have not a 
true refpeft to ail God's commandments, you are 
unfound at heart, PJ'al. cxix. 6. O (ludy to get 
the image and imprefs of Chrift upon you withm. . 
Begin with your hearts, clfe you build wilhom any 
foundation. Labour to get a faving change 
within, or elfe all externa) performances will be 
to DO pivpofe : And then ftudy to fhew forth the 
jjower of godlinefs in the life ; Let piety be yoar 
firft and great bufinefs : it is the higheft point of 
juAice to give Giid his due. Beware that none of 
you be a praycrlefs perfon; for that is a moft cer- 
taio difcovery that you are a Chriftleft and grace- 
lefs perfan ; or one that is a very Aranger to the 
fear of God, PJah v. 7. Suffer not your Bibles to 
gather duit ; fre that you cooverfe daily with the 
word, Jthn v. 59. That man can never lay claim 
to bU0cdnefsj whofe delight is not jn tlic law of 
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(the tord, Pfi.'. i, I, a. Let meditaiion and itlf- 
Cxaminadon b; your daily tuercife. * 

But pieiy without charity is but the half of Chrl- 
fiianity ( or rather impious tiypocrify. VVc may 
SOI divide the tallies; fee ihcrefoie that yuu do 
juflly and loi-e mercy, and tet equity and tharii)- 
run like an ei en 'thread throughout al!i our dea!- 
jngs. Be you temperate in iiil tlmij^:, ai^d let 
chaAity and lobrieiy be your undiviticd compa- 
nions. Let truth and purhy, ferioufnefs and mo- 
deSy, heaveniir.efs and gravity, be the coulUnt 
ornaineDts of your fpeech. Let patience and Im- 
iniliiy, fimpliciiy and finccr!ty> fiuce out in all the 
pacts of your conVerfaiion. See that yea forgec 
and forgive wroi'gs,' ard requite them with kind - 
nefe, as you woud be found the chddren of the 
Mult High. Ce n.erciful in your cenfures, snd 
put the molt favuur^bb cor.AruitioD upon ycur bre- 
thren's carriage, [hat their actions wilt,rea^nably . 
bear.' Be How in promifing, pui ^ual in fulfilling. 
Let meelcrefj and innocence, affability, yieloiAg- 
nefs, and £inplicity, conr'-niand your convcrlatiai^a 
to alt men. Let Done of your relatitjns vant that 
love and loyalty, leverence and duty, tliat tender- 
nefi, care, and vigilaEce, -which their fevcral placet; 
and capacities call for. This is ihoruugh ^odliticfs. 
1 charge you before i!ie moK high Gcd, that nons 
of you be f^und a ftvcarer, or a liar, or a lover of 
fvil company, or a fcuffer, or malicious, or co- 
vetous, cr a drunkard, or a. glutton, uririghttOuS 
in his dealings, unclean in his living, or a qL:arreI- 
!er, or s thief, or a backbiter, or a ra'lcr i .lur X 
denounce unto )'ou from the living God, thai de- 
^rtn^tioD ifiA ditmnatioB is tl'-e end of atl lucb^ 
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Priv.xVa. 20. Jameiy.xz. A-i.. xxi. 8. \ Car. 

vi. 9, 10, GsJ. V. 19, II. 

z. Fum:l} GodUmfi. He thai hath fet up Chrift 
in his heart, will be lure to ftudy to fct him up in 
his houfe. Let every family with you be a Chri- 
llian church, i Car. vi. iij ; every houfe a houfe 
of prayer ; Let every houfcholder fay with Joihua, 
" I and my houfe will ferve the Lord," ibap. xxlv-. 
IS' and rcfolve wiih David, " I will walk in my 
houfe " with a pcrftft heart," Fialm ci. z. Let 
me prefa upon you a few duties in general. 

Firjt, Let religion be in your families, not as a 
matter by ihe bye, (to be minded at leifare, when 
the world will give you leave] but the Handing 
bufinefs of the houfe: Let them have your prayert 
as duly as their meals. Is there any of yonr 

^ families but have time for thrir taking food ! 
wreiched man ! canll thou not a« well Bndtime to 
pray in i 

Simnsly, Settle it apon your hearts, that your 
foals arc bound np in the louls of your family ; 
they are committed anto you, and if they be loft 
through yuur negleft, they will be required at your 
hands. Sirs, if you do not, yoD mall know that 
the charge of fouls is a heavy charge, and that the 
bldod of fouls is a heavy guilt. , O man, haft thou 
3 charge of fouls to anfwer for, and doA thou~nat 
yet bsiiir thyfelf for them, that their blood be not 
found in thy ikirts,' Will thou do no more for im- 
mortal fouls than thou wilt do for the bealls that 
perillif What doll thou do for thy children and 
fervants i Thou provideil meat and drink for 
them agreeable to their nature; and doft tlwu not 
tLe lame for thy bealts ? Thou givsft them me- 



PERSONAL AKC PAMtty CODLINESJ. IJJ 

dicines, and cberiiheft them when they be Tick; ^ 
and doft thou not the fame fur thy ftviae.' More 
particularly,* 

1. Let the folemn reading of the word, and ring- 
ing of pfalma, be your famUy-exercife;, y'bn v. 39. 
P/aim cxviii. I ^. See Chrili finging nilh hit family, 
namely, his difdples. Matt. xxvi. 30. 

2. Let every perloa in your families be as duly 
called to an account of their profiling by [he 
word heard or read, as they be about doing your 
own bufmefs: This is a duty of confei^uence un- 
fpeakable, ar.d would be a means to bring thofe 
under your charge to remember and profit by what 
they receive. See Chrill's example in calling liis 
family to account. Mart. xvi. 1 1, 13, i j. 

' ]. OfCeu take an account of the fouls under ' 
your care, concerning their fpiriiual lUtes, (herdn 
you mull be rollowers of Chrifl, Mali. xlii. 10, 36, 
51. Mari iv, 10, 11.) make inquiry into their 
conditic.n, infill much upon the liniulnefs and mi- 
fery of their natural lUte, and upon the neceffity 
of fegeneratioa and converfion, in order to their 
lalvation. Admonllh them gravely of their £ni, 
encourage their beginnings, follow them earnefllv, 
and let them have no qaiet from you, until you fee 
in them a fiving change. This ia a duty of very 
great confequencc, but, I am afraid,* moft fear- 
tiiUy negle^ed : Doth not confcieace lay, '< Thou 
" art the man !" 

4. Look to the Uria fanflifying of the Sabbaih 
by all your hoafehold, ExeJ. xx. TO. Leu. xxiii. 3. 
Many poor families liave Utile time e!fe. O im- 
prove but your f^bbach dsys ss diligently inJabonr- 
ir.g for knowlsdge, and doing your Maker's ivork. 
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at you do the other days in doing yonr own WOrki 
and I doubt not but you may come to fome profi- 
ciency. 

5. Let the morning and evening facrifice of fo- 
Icmn prayer be daily offered up in alt your fami- 
lies. Ffiilm_ xcii. 1,1. ExKif. XXX. 7, 9. Uki i. 
9. 10. Beware you be not found among the fa- 
milies that call not upon God's namej for why 

.- fllould there be wrath from the Lord upon your 
' femili^s^ Jtr, X. ij. O miferable families, with- 
out God in the world, that art without family- 
prayer ! Wbat have you fo many family- fins, fa- 
mily wants, family mercies; what, and yet no fa- 
mily prayers? How do you pray with all prayer 
•nd fupplication, if you do not with family prayer? 
. Ep6. vi, 18. Say not, " I haveno time." What! 
haft thou not all thy time on purpofe to fervc God 
and fave thy foul ? And yi-t is this it for which thou 
Canft find no time? Find but an heart, and you 
will find time. Pirch out of your meals and lleep, 
rather than want for prayer. Say not, *' My 
" bufinefs will not give leave 1" Tills is the greateft 
bufmefs. to fave ihyfilf, and the fouls eomroitced 
to thee. Bufmefs! a whnwill be no let. in a 
word, the blelSng of all is to be got by prayer, 
yir. XXIX. 11, II. 2 Sam. vii. 2g.; and what ia 
thy bufincf^ without God;s blefling ? Say not, - I 
" am not able ;" nfe the one tilent, and God will 
increafc it. Matt. xxv. 14, &c. .Helps are to be 
had till thou art better able. But if there is no 
other remedy, thoumoftj ^ri with tiijne abler neigh- 
bour ; God hath fpecial regard to joint priyeri 
Janrny. 4,.— 13. yfi7i Tii. 5, 10, 13. — 3 C#t. i. 
11.; and therefore you muft improve fcaiily ad- 
vantages for the perfoimjng of it. v ;,Hyli' 
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6." Pal every one in your familits lipon privaic 
P'aycr. Obfeive whether they do peiform it.— 
Get them ihe help of a form, if they need it, lill 
tjiey axe.able to pray withcut it. DireA them how 
b pray, by reminding them of their fins, wants, 
aiod mercies, the materials of prayer. This was 
dte practice of John and Jefus, Luie ja. I, &c. 

7. Set up catechifing in yaur families, at the 
leaft once every week. Have yon no dread of the 
Almighty's charge, that you ihould " teach thefe 
*• things diligently to your children, and talk of 
" them as you lit in yo.ir houfes? Diat. v'l. 6, &c. 
** and train them up in the way wherein they 
^ lliould go i" Prttr. xjai. 6. Hath God fo com-, 
■landed Abraham, that he would " teach his chil- 
•' dien and houfebold," Gtn. xviii. 19, and that 
le hid many '• inilrjfted fervams," Gin. xiv. 14. 
(fse tiie margin) And given fuch a promife to him 
tbercufion, and will you not put in for a Ihare, nei- 
tiiet in the praife nor the promife ? Hath Chrift ho- 
■touied catechifing with Iris prefence, Lui* ii. 46. 
a.d will yoo not own it with your praflice I Say 
not, '* they are carelefe, and will pot learn :'' — • 
Whsi have you your authority for, if not to ufe it 
br God, and the good of their fouls? Vou will 
call them up, and force them to do thetr work :— 
/iiid Ihou'd you not at leall be ca zealous in putting 
iliem up9n God's work? Say itot, ■■ they are dull, 
" 2nd are not capable :" If they be dull, God re- 
«}uirei of you the more pains and patience ; but fo 
L'till as they are, you will make them learn how to 
work; and can they not learn how to live : Are 
tiipy capable of the myfteries of your trade, and are 
they not tapable of the plain principles of religion? 
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—Well, as ever you would fee the growth of reS-- 
gion, the cure of ignorance, the remedy of pro- 
lanencfs, the downfal of error, ful&l yon my jojr 
in going through with thU duty. 

Will you anf^er the calls of divine Providence? 
Would you remoTC the incumbent, or prevent the 
impendeht calamities ? Would you pTant nurferie* 
for the church of God? Wouki yoa that God 
Jhould build your houfesi and blefi your fub&mce ? 
Would you that your children ftiouU bleft you f— 
O then fei up piety in your families, as ever yon 
would be bUflcd. or be a blefling : Let your hearts 
and your hoofei bf the .temples of the living God* 
in which his worfhip (according to all the aforc- 
menuooed direftions) may be with conltancy reve- 
rently performed, Prov. xxiJt. i, " He ^at be- 
" ing often reproved, hardtneth his neck, -(hall 
•• fuddenly be deflroyed* and that without reme- 
" dy." — O be wife in time tha^ you may not be 
■Diftrabte ce eierniiy. 
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FRjrERS FOR FAMILIES. 



A rsAYER before reading tht BOLV' 
l>CKIPTUR£3 ' 

ALmight}' God and merciful Father, who kift 
appointed thy word to be " alight loourfcei, 
" and a latnp auto oar pathg, and nail caufed all 
•• ioljftfcriptures to be written for our learning ; 
" graJ^^thc afliilance of the holy fpirit, tliat we - 
" may in filch wife read, mark, learn, and inward- 
" ly digcft thfim, that by- patience ar.j tomforl of 
" thy holy woid, we may imbrace ard rver hold 
« fcft the blellcd hofjc of evrrUftiiig lite, whicli 
•" thou haft given us in our Sivioor J^l'us Chrift :" 
In hi] name wchumbly beg this,; to him be glory 
ftrever and evir. yimie. 

" A FAMILY PlAYER/or tht I,ORd's-DAV 

MOST gracious Gcd, and oar Father in ouf' 
J.crd Jefus Chrift, it is good for m to draw 
»ear to thee, the nearer the betierj and it. will b%, 
be* of all when we come to bc.nearell of aj) in ihs 
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kingdnm of glory. — Thou hafl ihy being oF thy- 
felf, 'and, thy happinefs in thyfelfj' we ihereftwe 
adore th« as the great Jkhovah : — We have oar 
being from ihee, and our liapjiireis in ihec, sod 
therefore it is both our duty and oorintereftto Icdt 
for thee, to implore ihy favour, and to g:ve unto 
thee the glory due TO thy rame. ' 

We blifa thee for the return of the morning- 
light, and thai thou c^ufeli thy day fpiing O 
know its plice and time : O Jet " the day-fprii^ 
" from on high vifit our dark fouls, and the fas 
•* of rlghteoufnefs arife with healing under ids 

We blefs thee, that the light we fee i» Ae 
Lord's; that "this is the day which the Ltwd 
"hath madei" hath made ft- man, hath made 
for himfelf, " we iwU rejoice and be glad in it,'* 
That thou hall revealed unto us thy holy Sabbath*, 
and that we were betimes taught to put a difference 
between tbis day and other days ; and that we live 
in a land in all parts of which God is publicly and 
folemnly worfliipped on this day. 

We blefs thee, that Sabbath liberties and oppor- 
tunities are continued to us, and that we are not 
wiiliing invainfor"thefedaysof theSonof man;" 
that our candleftlck ii not removed out of its place, 
as juf.ly it might have been,.hecaufe " wc left our 
•■fir(llr,ve." 

Now we bid this Sabbath welcome, " Hcfarea 
" to tlie Son of David; bleiTed is he that comeih 
" in the name of the Lord : Hofanna in the higb- 
" eft. O, that we may be in the fpiric on the 
*' Lord's day ;" thpt ihis may be the Sabbath i£ 
- the Lord in our dwelling; in our hearts a Sab- 
i>ath of reft from Cii, aiid a Sabbathof reliia God. 
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Enable us, we pray ihee, to fanflify this Sab- 
bath, as that it may be fan£tificd to us, and be a 
means of our faDflifii:alion ; That by relling to- 
day from our worldly employments, our hearts 
may be tnOre and more taken oS from prefent 
things, and prepared to kave them ; and that by 
employing our time to-day iu the ivorihip of God, 
we may be led into a more experimenta! acquaint- 
ance with the work of Heaven, and be made more 
meet for the bleffed world. 

We confefs we are utterly unworthy of the ho- 
nour, and tinable for the work of communion with 
thee ; but we come to thee tn the name of our Lord 
Jefus Chrifi, who is worthy, and depend upon the 
affiHance of thy blelTed Spirit to work fUl fai us. 
and fo to ordain peace for us. 

We keep this day holy to the honour of thee, O 
God the Fatner Almighty, the M.iker of heaven 
and earth, inTemcDibranceofihc work of creation, 
that work of wonder, in which ihuu " madeft all 
■" things out of not.iing by the word of thy power," 
sod all very good ; ar.d they continue to this day 
according to thy ^irdinance; for all are thy kr- 
vatits. '* Thou art worthy to receive bUffing, and 
•* honour, and glory, and power, for th.iu hall cre- 
•* aced all things, and for. thy pleafure they are 
" and were created, O thou who didll conimaod 
" the light to Diine out of darknefs," who faidft on 
ihc erftdayof the firftweek, " Let there be light, 
'• and there waa light :" we pray ihce (hioc tiiis 
^y in our hearts, and give us more ;;nd more 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of Gp^ 'i 
the face of jcfus Chrift ; and let us be thy rt-ork- 

-°3 r. ,,. 
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maii&ip, created in ChriS Jefai unto good woiks ; 

a kind of Brffi-frnits of rhy creatures. 

We likewife fanAify this day to the honour of 
our Lord Jefns Chrifl, the only begotten Sim and 
our exalted Redeemer, in remeinbrance of his re- 
furreftion frpm the dead on the firft day of the 
week, by which he was declared to be the Son of 
God wiih powtr. We blefs thee, that having laid 
down his life to make atonemBnc for lin, he rofe < 
agiin for our jufiihcation, that he might bring in 
cverlafting righceoufnefi.' We blefs thee, that he 
is rifen from the dead ag the firft fruits of them that 
flept, that he might be the refurreftion and the 
life to us. Now we pray, that while we are cele- 
brating the memorial' of his refurreflion uiEhjajr 
and triumph, we may experience in our fouls thc 

Eower of his refurreftion, that we may r-fe wi:fi 
im from the death of fin to the life of righteouf- 
r.efs ; from the dutt of this world, to a holy, hea- 
venly, fplritual, divine life. O that we may be 
planted together in (he liicenefi of Chtift's refur- 
leftion, that as Chrift was raifed from the dead bf 
(he glory of the Father, fo we alTo may walk iQ 
newnefsof life. 

\fre fanflify this day to the honour of ihy holy 
Spirit, that bleiTed Sparit of grace, the Comforter, 
rejoicing at the remembrance of the defcent of the 
Spirit upon the apoflles on the day of Fentecoft, 
the firB day of the week likewife. We blefs thee, 
that when Jefus waj glorified, the holy Gholl waa 
given to make up the want of his bod:Iy prefencc, 
lo^cai-ry on his undertaking, and to ripen things 
for hjs fecond commg; and that wc have a'pro- 
tntfethathe fhall abide with ns forever. And we 
"My, that the Spirit of him that railed up Jcfiu 
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fram the dead may dwell and rnle in every od« of 

B3, to make us partakers of a new and divine na. 
tare. Come, O blefled SpiriE of Grace, and 
breathe upon thefe dry bones, thefe dead hearts of 
ODtSi chat they may live, and be in as a fpirit of 
ffticb, and love, and boUnefs, a fpirit of power, and 
of a fount] mind. 

O Lord, webjefs thee for thy holy, word, which 
is a tight to our ieet, and a lamp to our paths, and 
" which was written for our learning, that we, 
" through patience and comfort of the fcriptures, 
" might have hope ;" that the fcriptures are pre- 
fcrved pure and entire to us, and that we have them 
n a latigaage that we underlland. We beg that 
we may not receive the grace cf God in vain.— 
TiVe blets thee that our eyes fee the joyful light, 
anj our ears hear the joyful found cf a Redeemer 
and a Saviour, and of redemption and falvaiion 
hy him ; that life and immortality are brought to 
light by the goj^el. Glory be to God in the high- 
cR, that in and through Jefus ChriA 'there is CB 
earth peace and good wil! towards men. 

We blefs thee for the great gofpcl recoid, that 
f Gcd hath given to us tternal life, and this life is 
" in his Son." Lord, we receive it as a faithful 
fciying, and well worthy of all acceptation. O let 
him 1 :: maoe of God to ai wifdom, Tighieo:irnefs, 
hir.£lit;cstion, arid'tedemption : let us be effiau- 
iiily called into fdlowfliip with him, and by faith 
be united to him, fo that Chrift may live in us, 
snd we may grow up into him in all things, ' 
who :s the head ; that we may bring forth fruit in 
him, ar-d whatever we do in word or deed we ug^' 
do ^1 in his name. O let us have the fpirff^ 
Chfill, that thereby it may appear that we ar^ 
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his. And through bin we pray ihat we may havB 
eternal iife, that we may rone of us come ihort of 
it, but may all of, us have the firif fruits &nd eara- 
eDs of it abiding in us. 

We blefs thee for the new covenant made with 
ui in Jefus Chrift. Lord, we fly for refuge to it, we 
tnke bold of it as the hope fet before us. Thoa haft 
declared concerning tde Lord Jefus, that he is thy 
beloved Son in whom than art well plenfed ; we 
humbly beg. Lord, ' be thou pleafcd with us in and 
through him. 

O that olir hearts may be filled this day widi 
pTeafing thoughts of Chrift, and his love to as, 
ttet preat love wherewith he loved us, O the ad- 
mirable dimenfions 'of that love, the height, the 
depth, and length, and breadth of the love of 
Chrift -which pafleth knowledge. Let this love 
conftrain us to love him, and live to him who 
died for us and rofe again. O that it may be a 
pleafure and mighty fatisfaflion to us to think. 
that while we are here praying at ihe throne of 
grace, our bleffed Saviour is fitting at the right 
hand of the throne of glory, interceding for ui : 
W( earncflly beg "that throuph him we may find 
favour with thee our Gody ard may be taken islo 
covenant and communion with thee. 

We humbly pray thee, fjr his fake, to forgive 
. all our fins, known and unknown, in thought, 
word, and dted ; — Through him let" us be ac- 
quitted from ajt guilt. O let there be no cloud of 
guiltto interpofe between us and our God this day, 
and to intercept our comfortable cooimonion with 
thee. And let our lufti be n;ortilied and fuh- 
fati, that our own corruptions may notb^asa 



clog to us, to hinder the afcent of our fouls hea- 
vcDwaj-ds. 

We pray thee aflift us in all the religious Services 
of this thine own holy day : Go »long with us, we 
humbly befcech tliee, to the folemn aflembiy ; for 
if thy prefence go not up withius, wherefore Jhou'd 
' we go up f Give us to draw njgh to thee with a 
true heart, with a free heart, »iih a fixed heart, 
and in full aJTiirance of faiih. Meet us with a 
't>leffiDg : Grace thine own ordinances with thy 
prefence, that fpecial prefence which ihou halt 
promifed where Iwo or three zre gathered together 
in thy name. Help us agaiefl our manifold infir- 
Baues, and the linii that do moH eafily befct u-s in 
OBr attendance upon thee. Let thy word come 
with life and power to our fouls, and be as gnod 
Jeed fown in good foil, taking root, and bringing 
ibrth fruit to thy praife : and let our prayers and 
praifes be fpiriiual facrifices, acceptable in thy light 
throonh Jefus Chrift. - 

Let thy prefence be in all the alTemblies of 
ChriffiiaDS tliis day. In the chariot of the ever- 
lafHng gofpel let the great Redetmcj- ride forth 
triumphantly, conquering and to 'con^iicr, and leC 
every thought be brought into obedience to him. 
Jjei, many be brought to believe the report' of the 
gofpel, and to many let tlie atm of the Lord be re- 
vealed. Let finners be converted unoihee, and 
thy faints ediM and built up in faith, holbefs, and 
comfort unto faivaiion. 

All which, with every other needful mercy, we 
Iiumbly atk, in the name, and ch'rouglithc media* 
tion of ttiy dear Son, in whofe words we farther call 
Updn thee. 

Our Father, &c. ' (-"H^'Ii' 
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J FAMILY PRAYER fit tht LOKD'S-OAf 

Evening, 

O Eternal and for ever bleffsd and glorioM 
Lord God, thou art God over A\, and tick 
ID mercy tn all that call upon thee i ntoA wife and 
powerful, holy, juft, and good ; the King of kingi, 
and tord of lords ; our Lord and our God. 

Thou art happy without us, and hafi no need of 
our fetvices, neither can our guodnefs eiftend un- 
to thee j but we are mifcrable wt'thout thee; we 
have need of thy favour, and are undane, for ever 
undone, if thy gocdnefs extend not unto us : And 
therefore. Lord, we intreat thy fa*our with ow 
whole heart]; kc thy favour be towards as iii 

' Jefus Chrift, for our hap^inefi U boimd op in it, 
and it is 10 ui better than hfc. We confcTs we h«»e 
forfeited thy favour, .we have rendered our&lvet 
unwonhy of it; yet we are hombly boldtoprajr' 
for it in the name of Jefus Cbrift, who loved nv 

. and gave himlelf for as. 

We bewail it before thee, that we have beea 
jnlferafjSe finners ; but with thee, O Godi there i« 
-mercy and pli'.nieous redemption. Thou haft grx- 
ciouily piovidcd for all thofe that repent and be- 
lieve the gofpcl, that the gutli of their fins fhall 
be removed through the merit of Chrift's death, 
and the power of itaeir fir.i broken by his. Sfirii, 
and grace: and he is both ways " abic ta f^w; to 
•' the uttermoft of all thofe that come ucto God-by 
" him, freing lie evir liveih to malce ii)terc«flioa 

Lord, we come to thee as a Fatber. bySebt 
Ciiritt the Mediator, and earneHIy dcfire by rcQ^? 



•iinte and' faith to tarn from the world and the 
AefiiEo God }n Jcfus Cbrilt, a) our ruler and per- 
lion. We are forty that we have offended thee, ■ 
we are alhaijiEd to think of" our treacherous and un- 
grateful carriage towards thee. We defire that 
we may have no m, re to do with fin, ar,d pray as 
earneftly ihatthe power of £n m.iy he brt^ken in 
aa, as that the guilt of fin miy be removed from 
ns : And we rely upon the righteoufnefs of Jefus 
Chrift, and upon the merit of his death, for the 
procBr'mg thy farour. O look down up'.n uj in. 
him, and for his fake reci:ive us gradoully, heal 
cur backdidings, and love as freely ; And ht not 
«ur iniquity bs our ruin. 

We beg, that being juflified by faiih, we ma^ 
have peace with thee, O God, through our Lord 
Jdiis Chrift, whom thou haft fet forth to be a pro- 
pitiation for fin, that thou mayeft be j'ull, and (ho 
juflifierof they who believe in Jefus, 

And mayeft tboO the God of peace fenflify u» 
wholly ; begin and carry on thai ^ood Wi:rk in eacll 
of our fouls, Vid make us '.n every thing fuch aa 
thou wouldft have us to be. Fili us with all the 
eraces of thy Spirit, that we may be* fmitfu! in 
ttie fruits of righieoufnefs, to thi.' glory and praife 
of thee onr God. 

Mortify our pcide, ar.d eljthe V-Swithhiimiiity.; 
morttfy i-ur piiffions, a' d pat iipon us the ornament; 
of a meek and (]uiet ri.irit ; which is in thy fight of 
grear price, SaveusfroiBthepowcrof a vain miod, 
and let thy grace bp mighiy in u'^ to m-^ki us leri- 
om and fobcr-'Tniided.-v Let the fl>.-(h b; crucifif^ 
inBS, with all its aif a;or^s and lull-, and g;ve ub 
^race to keep "under our body, and to bring it into 
. vbjf Aim M lie laws #f religion- and right reafon^ 
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and always to paSeia our veSd in fanftification and 
honour. 

Let the love of ihc worlJ be iiooted out of as, 
and that covetoufnefs which is idolatry ; and let 
the love of God in Chrill be rooted in us. Sited 
abroad that love in our hearm by the Holy Gbofi, 
and give us to love thee the Lord our God with all 
our heart, and foni, and mind, and might; and 
' to do all we do in religion from a principle oF lore 
to thee. 

Mortify in us all envy, hatred, maSce, and on- 
charicabjenefs ; p!uck up thofe roots of bitteroefi 
out of our minds, and give us grace to love one 
anocher-wiih a pare heart, and fervently, as be- 
comes the followers of the Lord Jcfus, who hu 
£iven us this ae his new commandment. O that 
brotherly love may continue among us without dit 
Jim elation. 

We pray thee, refUfy all our miflakes ; if in 
any thing wc be in an error, difcover it to us: 
and let the Spirit of Truth lead- us into all truth, 
the truth as it is in Jefus ; and give us that good 
underftanding which they have that do thy com- 
mandments ; and Itt our love And all good affec- 
tions abound in us fiil} more aitd more in Icootv- 
. ledge and ^ll judgment. 

Convince ue, we pray thee, of the vanity of this 
world, and its utter infofficicncy to make us 
happy, that we may never fet our hearts up0i> )<• 
nor raifc our expeft^itions from it ; and c^oovince 
us pf the vilenefs of fin, and its ^rtain tendency 
7 to make us miferable, chat we may hate it and 
iiread it, antf every thing that looks like it, or leads 
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Convince us, we pray thee, of ti(e worth of our 
own foub, of the weight of etemiiy, and t';c aw- 
fulnefs of tliaC everlalting itate which we ar^ Raud- 
iDg upon the brink of; and make as diligent and 
ferious in onr preparation for «, laboaring chiefly, 
not for the meat that peiillieth, but for that which 
endurctfi ro everlafting life ; as thofe who have fct 
their affcAiona on things above, and not on things 
that are on the earth, which are triiUng and tran- 
fitory. 

O that rime, and the things of time, may be as 
nothing to us, in comparifon of eternity and the 
tilings thereof ; O that eTEfcniry miy be much 
upcn our heart, and ever in our eye ; that we may 
be governed by. that '• faith which is the fuhftance 
." of things hoped for, and the evidence of things 
*' not feen ;" looking continually at the tilings that 
are not feen, that are eternal. 

Give us grace, we pray thee, to look up to the 
other world with fuch an holy concfrn, ^s that we 
may look down apon this world with an holy con- 
tempt and indiiFerency, as thofe that mult be here 
but a very liitle while, and moil be fomewhere for 
ever ; That we may " rejoice as thougli we rejoi- 
*■ ccd not, and weep as though we wept not, and 
" buy as though we pofleffed not, and may ufe this 
"' world Ss not abofing it;" becaufe jhe rafliion of 
this world paflieth, and we are paffing away with it. 
Ogive us hearts trillymordlied, and crudfiedtotbc 
world, and may the world be crucified, to us. 

.0 let thy grace be mighty in us, ai'fcfufiicient 
for us, to prepare us for that great change which 
will come certainly and (hortly, and may copio ve-. 
ry fuddenlxt whkh will remove us from a world cf 
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fpirits ; from our flace of tnal and probation, Uf 
that of rccompence aid retribution : Ard to make* 
OS meet for the inhEritance of the faints in light, 
that when we fail we may be deceived into ever- 
laftlng habitations. 

Prepare ixi, we befeech tliee, for whatever we 
may meet with becwirt this eveniig and the grave. 
-We trcw not what 'is before, and therefore know 
iiot wliai particular p rovifion to make, but thou 
doft ; and therefore we beg of thee to fit us by thy 
grace for all the fervices and all the fufferinga which 
thou fhalt at any time call u: out to,; and arm us 
■ again!! eveiy tcmjitation wc may at any rime be af- 
laulte'd with ; (Fiat we may at all times and in all 
conditions glorify tbee, O God, keep a good con- 
fcience, and be found in ihe way of Our doty ; and 
may keep Dp oiar ho|:e and jvy in Chrift, and a 
believing prcfpefl of eternal life j and then wel- 
come thy holy wii'. 

Give us grace, we pray ther, to five a life of 
commimion wiih thee, both in ordinances and ^ro- 
viderces ; to fet thee always before hs, and to have . 
our eyes ever up unto thee, and to live a life of 
dependence upon thee, upon thy power, providence, 
and promife; tmfiing in thee at all times, and 
pouting cut our heart* before thdj ; and to live a 
life of devoiedreft to ilice, and to tlMne honour 
and glory, as our bigheft end : And that we may 
make our religion net only. our bufinefs, but our 
pleafure, we befceditheeio enable us Colivealifeaf 
tomptacency in thee, and to rejoice in thee alwsyi. 

We befi'ech thee preferve ui in our integrity ^a 
•ur dying da<?i-^nd grant that we may never for- 
falte thee, or turn from following after thee ; but 
tKat with parpofe of heart we may cl«»ve unto the 
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t,ord, and may not count life itfelf dear to us, fo 
Vie may limlh our courfe willi joy. , 

Let thy good providence order all drcnmfUoces 
of our dying, lb as may bell bstriend our comfort- 
able removal to a better world ; snd 1st thy gnci 
be (iiffident for us, to enable os to finifli well; and 
let us tfaeo have an abundant enirance minillered 
to us into the everkfting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour jhCas Chrift. 

And while we are here, make us every day 
wifer and better, more .weaned from the world. 
and more williag to leave it; more holy, heavetdy, 
and Ipirituil : That t}le longer we live in this 
world, ^he filter we may be for- a better, and tliat 
our tail days may be our belt days, our [aft works 
our beA w^rl^i, ar.ij dot laft comfoni our fwcctelt 
■comforts, 

O thacfthe light of aQChridtani did To .fhine 
before men, thafoihers might glorify t.ice Liir Fa- 
ther which an in heaven ! Send forth thy light and 
thy truth into the dark corners of the earth, thai 
all kingi may fall down before thee, and all natLons 
do thee fervice! Blefs thefe kingdom!, and give US 
grace at length to bring forth f, aits meet for lepen- 
tance. O Lord fave the King, and eflaWiJh his 
ihrone in ri^hteoufneft. Profper the Cfldeavonis 
- of all thofa who faithfully feed thy people, and in- 
crcafe the number of them. Elels the word wc 
have heard this day to us, and all that heard il. 
Hear our prayers, accept our praifes, arid forgive 
what thy pore eye hath feen amifs in us and our per- 
formances. We blefs thee for all llie nieicies of 
this ihinc holy day; we have reafon to fay, that 
" one day in thy courts is better than r iTioiifand.'' 
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Take vs lirder thyproieftion this night, and 
enable us to clofe the day with thee, that we may 
lie down, and our flsep may be fweet. Be uiih 
U3 in the following week in all our ways : ForgVc 
va that we have brought fo much of the week vviih 
ut into ttie Sabbath, and enable us to bring a great 
deal of the Sabbath with us into the week, that we 
may be the fitter for the next Sabbath, if we live 
to it. 

. Make ns meet foi; the everlafUiig Sahbath which 
we hope to keep in thy kingdom, when time and 
days Iha1i be no more. 

As it is oar dtlire to begin the Lord'i day with 
the ioyfu! memorials of Chrift's j-efurreftion, fo 
we defire to conclude it with the joyful expeflations 
of Chrift's fecond combg, and of our own refur- 
reflion then to a blelTt-d immortality; uiuiDphing 
in hope of the glory of thee our God. 

Acctpr, O gracious Lord ard merciful FathCTt 
the poor tribute of our prayers and praifes, through 
Jefus Chrift our only Advocate and MeJiator, in 
whofe lame and words we farther call upon thee. 

Our Father, &c. 

AJicmiJ uaKnina prayer/dtb pamilt. 

MOST high and moft holy Lord God, thou 
art great, and greatly to be feared and re- 
verenced by all thy crtarures: Thou art holy, and 
wilt hr finftifitd by all who come near thee. 

We bee; leave, O Lord of heaven and earth, to 
fall down and knrel before ihy gbrious majeftv, 
a])d woT-ihip 3t iby footftoo! this morning. We 
ackno«!;dge thy eternal power, "wifdom, gMil'.r.fs, 
and (ruth; and defire to render thee our moll ur.- 
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icigne<i thanks for all the benefict which t\u)'i 
pOureH upon us : Gut above all, fbr thine intr Hi ma- 
fele love in the redemption of the world, by oi;' 
Lord Jdnl Chrift. 

We implore thy tender mercies in the forgive- 
neti of all oiir fiae, whereby we hAve oiTji.ded, 
either in thoughtj word, or deed. We difire to 
be truly forry tor all oar mi(doi:igi, and utterly 
[o renounce whatf. ever is co.itrary to thy ivi!l. 
We de fire to devote our whole man, body, foul, 
and fplrii to thee. And as thou dolt inspire us 
with thefe- deli res, ia accompany them always wi;h 
thy grace, that we may every day ividi our whale 
hearts give oiirfelves up to ihy fitvits. 

We defire to be holy and undefiied, as our hleEii 
niafter wai. And w^ b^ll^ve thou wilt fultii aJE 
the gracious promises which tie hath made to m. 
Let them be dearer to us than thoufands of gold 
and Clvcr; let them he the comfwt and jay of our 
hearts. ■ We humbly afic, thii it may b; u.ito thy 
fervant* according, to ihy word. 

Thou haft mercifully k-p_[ us the lafi nigntj 
bleffed be thy continued g.iodnels; REceive us 
likeivife into ihy proteSion this J^y, Gaidi and 
»Sm us i.i all our thiiiights. ivords, and actions. 
Make us willing to do and fiifflr what thou pie.ifell; 
wailing for the mercy of car Lord C.irilt Icfus 
unn eternal life. . ' f- 

EJefTed b: thy goodnefs which hath not f.iffjred 
us to wandjr iv.LhoQt i.iltr.;i:lioii alter the I'jiiiiili 
dcfires of oar hearts, but hili clearly H.ewn uj 
where our happinefs lies. O may we receive.' wliii 
all tha^ikfulaflj thofe holy words whiih tucft us 
t)ie blsffediKjfs of riavercy of ffiritj of «jurnlng 
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siterthniofmeekiiers and gendcnefs, of li lingering 
and thirfting after righteoufnefs, of meicif ulnefs and 
purity of heart, of doing good unco all, and patient 
fufFering far doing the will of our Lord Chrift, 

O may we always be in the number of ihofe 
bleiTed fouls ! May we ever feel ourfelves happy in 
having the kingdom of God within as, in the com- 
forts of the Holy One, in being filled with all the 
fruits of righleoufnefa, in being made the children 
ipf the Hignefl, ard above all, in feeing thee our 
God. IiCt us abound in thy love more and more; 
and in conunual prayers and praifea to ihee, the 
Father of mercies, and God of all confolation in 
Jefos Carift our Lord. 

And we delire the good of all mankind, efpecially 
of all Chriftian people; that they may all walk 
worthy of the gofpe'i ar.d live togethef in unity and 
Christian love. For which end we pray i.'iat all 
Chriftian kings, princes, and governors, may be 
wife, pijos, juft, and merciful; erdeavourin;; that 
ail ihiir ruhicdls may lead peaceable IWei in ?!1 
godlinefsard ho'.eily: And more particularly, thai 
cur gracious King George may be WefTrtl with a 
leliginus. quirt, long, and profperous re^gn ; and 
thar all in aoihoriiy under him may feel: in their 
feveral ftat'ons to right the opprefled, to comfort 
the afRiitfd, to provide for the poor and needy. 
and 10 relieve all thofe that are in any mlfcry. 
Blefs all tiiofe that watch over our lbu!s; fuccecd 
their libours.andgivens grace toiollow (heir gcdly 
ado' . It'cns, aid to " eUetM th/m very iiWily io 
love tor their work's fek*.;-' The fame bleffingj 
we crave for our friends, rsliaiions. and acquaintance, 
that we mty all live in pej-fea love and pe&ce to- 
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eether, and rejoice together at the great day of our 
Lord Jefus; in whtiTe name we ilk all thefe ^igs, 
and in whofe holy words we fum ap all our wants. 
Our Father, &c. 

A Sicend evening PRAYER_/flr a family. 

ALmighty and moll mercirul Fatlier, in whom 
we live, move, and-have our being; towhofe 
tender compaffions we owe our fatety the' day pall, 
togtiher with sli the cortfor,ts of ihii life, and the 
hopes of that which is to tome : We praift thee 
O Lord, we bow ourfelvea before' thee, acknow- 
ledging we have nothing but what we receive from 
thee, " Unto thee do we give thanks, O God," 
who daily pourell thy benefits upon us. 

Elefled be thy goodn^fs for our health, for onr 
food and raiment, for our peace and fafety, for the 
love of oar friends, for all our bleHings in this life, 
and our deiires to attain that life which is immortal., 
Blefled be thy love, for that we feel in our hearts 
any motion toward thae. Behold, O Lord, we 
prefent ourfelves before thee, to be infpired with 
fuch a vigorous ftnfe of tliy love, as may put 
us forward with a greater earnellnefs, zeal, and 
dili^nce in all our duly. Renew in as, we be- 
feech thee, a lively image of thee, in all righte- 
oufnefs, purity, mercy, faithfulnefs, aud tratli. 
O that Jefus, the hope of glory, raay be formed 
in us, in all humility, meeknefs, patience, And an 
abfoltte furrender of our fouls and bodies to thy 
holy Willi That " we may not live, btft Chrift 
" may live in us;" that every one of us may fay, 
■" The life I now live in the flefli, I live by faiilt 
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" in the Son of God, who loved tnt, aiid,gavQ 
•' himfelf for mp." 

Let ihe rem: mb ranee of hii 1ove> who inaile 
himlclf an offering for our llns, be ever dear and 
precious to us. Lci it continually move us to offer 
up ourlelves to thee to do thy w 1), as our blellVii 
Mafter did. Mij we place an entire co-fidence 
ID thee, and flili truft outfelves with thee, who 
hall not (pikTtd " thine own Son, but freely give* 
" him up for us all." May we humbly accept 
of whatlbever thou fendeft us, and " in every 
" thing give thanks." Surely thou " wilt never 
" leave us, lior forfake vi." O guide us fafp 
through all the ci)ang£s of thii life, in an un- 
changeable love [0 thee, and a lively fenfe of thy 
loye to us, till we cooie to live with th^e, and enjoy 
thee for ever, , 

And now that we are going to lay ourfelve^ 
down 'to Ceep, take us into thy gracious protec- 
Uon, and fettle our fpirits io fach quiet and delightful 
thoughts of the glory wl^ere our Lord Jefus lives, 
that we may defire to be diflblved, and. go to him 
who died tor us, that, whether we wake or lleep* 
we llioutd live together with him. 

To thy btelHng we recommend all mankiiu], 
high and low, rich and poor, that they may all 
faithfully ferve thee, and conientedlj^enioy what- 
foevtr is needful for tl>em. And efpecially we be- 
feech' thee, tliat the eourfe of this world may be fo 
peaceably ordered by thy governance, that thy 
ehurcl^maj' jjyfuUy ferve thee in al! godly quiet- 
refa. We leave all we have with thee, efpecially 
our friends, and ihofe who are dear unto us; de^ 
.firing that when ws aie dead and gone, diey ma^; 
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Hft 1^ their fools in (his manner unco thee ; aitd 
teach thofe that come after to .praife, loVe, and 
obey thee. Ar.d if we awake again in the morn- 
ing, may we praife thee ag'.in with joyful lips. 
a:;d llL'lpiFer ourfdves a nioie acceptable facrifics 
to thee, through Jefus C^hrill ; in whofe words we 
befeech thee to hear us, according to the full fenfe 
and meaning thereof. 
Our Father, i^c. 

A Third MORNIKG PRAYER for. a FAMILY. 

OMoft great and mighty Lord the poff ffur of 
heaven and-earth, all the angels rejoice in 
bleffiiig and praifmg thee, the Faiiier of fpirits : 
for " thou haft created all things, and in wi:dom 
"hall thoujnade them all," and fpread thy ten- 
der merdes over a1! thy tyorks. We defire thank- 
fiifly to acknowledge thy bounty to us, among the 
reft of thy creatiires, and thy particular grace and » 
favour to us, in Jefus Chrift, our merciful Re- 
deemer. O give us a deep fenfe of that love whicit 
gave him to die for us, that he might be " the 
" author of eternal falvaiion to all them that obey 

And haft thou not fairf. that thou wilt " give 
" thy holy Spirit 10 them that afe it ? O Fadier 
of mercies. Jet it be unto us according to thy 
wOrd. Cherifti whatever thou haft alrtady given 
us, which 15 acceptable in tliy light. And £nce at 
the faeft we are unproiitable fervants, and ^n dp 
romore than it is our duty to do, enable us to do 
every thing which thou haft commanded us, hear- 
tily, with goodwill, and tin; love to thy fervice. 
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O that we might ever approadi thee wifli de- 
light, and feel it in the joy of our hearts to think 
01 thee, tu praile thee, to give thee thanks, and to 
ofitr ourfelves with abfolute rtfigDatioi to thee, 
O that mercy may always pteafe a» as it pleafc^th 
thee! That we may be ftriflly juft and righieous ! 
May cheerfHlly pafs by injmies, freely deny out^ 
ftlves whatever i« not fuf ihy glory; willii^gty fub- 
mit diy fatherly correft'ioM, and perform the dutU* 
of ODr feveral lelaiions with fmglenefs of heart. 
Render us lb mindful of tha great love of our Lord, 
that we may be zealouHy conctrjied for tus glory, 
and ule our utmoil diligence to promote his reU- 
giOLi in the world; dcligliting to conimemorate 
his death and pa{Iiofi, tnaking a joyfuMacrihce of 
OUT fauls ai^d boiii>'9 to him, and ejrneflly defiring 
that hi: kingdom m.ty come all over the earth. 

Fulfil, mutl merciful Lord, all our petitions, at 
far as liiey arc agreeable to the purpofes of thy 

Jrov'dence, and our eternal good; and as thou 
oil gr4Cioul]y proii&d us this night, (□ accom- 
pany us all this day with thy blelBng, that we inajr 
pleafe thee in body a.id loul, and ]k lafe under 
thy defence, who art ever nigh unto all t^e that 
0^1 upon tnce. , 

And O thjt all men may be awakened into a 
lively and iha.ikful fenfe of all thy benefit:). ' Stir 
up efpeci^ly the minds of all<Chri!tlan people, to 
ibllow ," the truth as it is in Jefus," and exercifc 
themfeivet *' to have a conicitnce void of offence 
" toward God and uwird man." Blefs ihefc 
kingdoms, and endue our Sovereign with fueh CX- 
ceDeni wifdom and holy z^-al, that we may fee many 
good dayi under his government; O thai true re- 
ligion, juftice, meicy, brotherly -kindncft, aad UI 
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tiling! elfe that are prufe-worthy, may To floDiilh 
Among us that we may enj.iy the bleCings of peace 
and plenty, and there may be no cooiplainiDg in 
bar ftreets. 

We Teaunmend to thee all onr friends and 
neighbours, aJ' the poor, the fick, and the afflifi- 
cd, deliring tnofe nierues for thetn, which we 
Ihouid alk for Ourfelves, were we in their Condi- 
tioo. " O God, whofe never-failing providence 
" ordereth alt things boih in heaven and earth. 
•■ keep them and ua, *c beTeech thee, from rQ 
*■ hurtful thingSt 'and give us thofe things which 
•• are profitable for us; according to thrae aBun- 
" dant mercy in our Lord Jefus," in whofe name 
weaJk every mercy for ourfelvea and others, and in 
whofe words we conclude our fupplicadons unto 
thee, faying. Our Father, tff. 

yf TTwVrf evening" paAYER/flr a family. 

ALmighty and evcrlalling God, the Sovereign 
Lord of all Creatures in heaven and eanh, we 
kcknou'ledge that oar beings, and all the comfbrr* 
of them, depend on thee the fountain of all good. 
We have nothing bnt what is owing entirely to 
thy free and bounteous love, O molt bleffcd Grea- 
tor, and to the riches of thygrace, moft bleffed 
Redeemer. 

To thee, therefore, be given by us, and by, all 
creatures whom thou haft made to know how great 
and good thou art, all honour and praife, all love- 
and obedience, as long as we have any bring. " Jc 
' " is but meet, right, and our bounden duty, that 
•' -we fliould at all times, and in all plaws, give 
" thanki anco thee, O Lord," and devoutly re* 
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fign both foul &nd body to thee, to be abrolutel^ 
governed and ruled according to thy holy will. 

FatliEr, we pray thee, increafe every good de- 
fire which we feel already in onr hearts j let us al- 
ways live as becomes thy creatures, as becomes the 
dUciplei of Jefus Ch'rill. Incline us to be more and 
more in love, with thy laws, till they are written 
QpOD our hearts. Stir up our wills to love them 
exceedingly, and to cleave amo them as oiir very life. 
O that we might heartily furrender our wills to 
thine ! thai we may unchangeably cleave unto it ; 
yea, with th= greateil and tnoft entire affeflioR ta 
ail thy commands. O that there may abid? for 
ever in us, fucli ^ flrong and powerful .fenfe of thy 
mighty love towards 'us in Chrift Jefus, as may con- 
IVain us freely and willingly to pleafe thee m the 
conltant exercife of tighteoufnefs and mercy, tern* 
perance and charity, meeknefs and patience, truth 
and fidelity ; togetherwith fjch an humble, content- 
ed, and peaceable fpirit, as may adorn the religion 
of our Lord and MaAer. Yea, let it ever be the 
joy cf our hearts to be righteous, as thoii art righte- 
ous J to be mercifiil, as thou our heavenly Father 
art merciful, to be " holy, as thou, who hall 
" called us, art holy, in all manner of coover- 
" fadoa ;" to be endued with thy divine wifdom, 
and to tcfemble thee in faithfulnefs and truth. O 
that ttie example of our blelTed Saviour may be 
always dear to us, that wc may cheerfully, 'follow 
'him in every holy temper, and deliglit to do thy 
will, O God, Let thefe defirea, which thou haft 
, given us, never die or languifh in our hearts, but 
be kept always alive, always in their vigour and 
force, by the perpetual infpiration of the Hol; 
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Accept Ukewife of our thanks for thy merciful 
{irdervatuui of ua all this day. We are bold again 
to cotnmii ourfelves anco thee.thit night. Defend 
us from all the powers of darknefi] and raife up 
our Ipiriti, togedicr mth our bodies, in the mora- 
in? to fuch a vigorous fenie of thy continued good- 
nnisi a) may provoke us all the day long ta an un- 
wearied diligence in well-doing. 

And the lame mercies that we beg for oorfelvcs, 
we defire for the reA of mankind; efpecially for 
thofe who are called by the name of Chrill.' O 
that every one of thefe may do bis duty wiih all 
fidelity 1 that kings may be tender-hearted, as the 
Others of their couatiieg; and allcheirfubjeftsmay 
be dntiful and obedient to them, as their chil- 
dren ; that the pallors of thy church may feed their 
flocks with true ndfdom and underftanding, and the 
people all may follow their godly counfels; That 
the rich and mighty may have compaffion on the 
poor and mifer^le ? and that all roch diftrclTed peo- 
ple may blefs the rich, and rejoice in the profpErity 
of thofe that are above them : Give to hulbands 
and wives, pafents and children, maftcrs and fer- 
vantit the grace to behave themlelves fo in their 
feveral relations, that they may ador^i the do^o^ 
of God uai Saviour in all things, and may receive 
of him a crown of glory i In whofe holy name and 
words we continae to befeecb thy grace and mercy 
towards us, and alt thy people every where faying, 
Oor Father, &c. 

j1 Fenrib MoaniNG 9t.Ktz*. /era Family, 

OGod blefled for ever, we tliank and praile 
thee for all diy benefits, for the comforts of 
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this life, and our hope of everlafting falvatian In the 
]ife to come { more particularly we now blefs thee 
ftir the care of thy providence over as; ^■y which 
we have been -prrfcrved in fafeij through the part 
' nifbt, and mercifully defended from all dapgeri 
jiitd diftrelTea. We dcfire to have a lively fet^ of 
thy lore always polTEfling oilr beartst that (nay 
flill conftrain at to love thee, to obeji thet, to trirfl 
ID thee, to be content with the |X)rnon th^ lovt al- 
lots unto us, and to rrjoice even in the mtdlt of All 
the troubles of this iife. 

Thou " haft delivered thiEe own Son for as alf. 
" How fhalt thou not with him alfo freely give ni 
" all thing!?" We depend upon thee, efpecially 
fprthcgraceof thy holy Spirit. O that ive rrtay f>el 
it perpetually bearing us up, by the ftrength of oor 
molt holy faith, above all the temptations that may 
at any time aHault us : That we may ken) osrfelves 
un^otted from the world, and may (till cleare to 
theelh righteoufnefi, in lowlinefs, in pnrity of bcatt« 
yea, the whole mind that wss in Chriiti 

Let thy mighty power enable os to do oor dttty 
towards thee, and tm'/ards all men, with care, and 
dilieen^e, and zeal, and perfeverance untoriieend. 
Help as to be meek and gentle in our converfadon, 
prudent and difcrcet in ordering oor affairs, oblitr* 
vaot of thy fatherly providence in every thing that 
befalls us, thankful for thy benefit!, patient under 
thy chaftifement, and readily difpofed for every 
good word and work. Prclerve in as ■ conllai^t 
remembrance of thy all-fceing eye; of thy ineiti- 
mable love in JeTus ChriJi, whereof thou haftgivett 
D* fo many pledget, and of the great acconnt we 
muft give to him at the day of his appearing-; that 
'a wc may continue ftedfa'fl and irtimo»e«Jrf)e, and 



PttATEtS FOR FAUII-IE9. 183 

be tbiiadaot in the work of (he I^ord, knowmg that 
. Qiur Ubour fball not be in vain in the Lord. 

Deliver U9> we befccch thee; tVom worldly cares 
and foolilji defires; froin vain hopes ud caufelefs 
feATii and fo difpofe our heart:, that death icrelf 
may not be dreadfol to us, but we may welcome it 
with 2 cheerful couatea^ccci wiien aad howfoever 
It fball approach. 

Q that our heart? may be fo firmly cAablifbed ioi 
grqce, that nothing qay afiiigbt ua, or ihake our 
conftancy but that we may ratier chufe to ie than 
to didoinour him who died for us ! We- refign our- 
felFea to thy wtfdom and goo^efs, who knoweft 
what ia .iefl for us; beliewing thou " wilt never 
" fufier u» to be tempted ajxive what tyc are able, 
•■ and wilt tyith tbe temptation alfo make a way 
ff to cfcap^t that we may be ab|e to bear it," 

Wc now panic ulirl)' oefire to put outfelves uii- 
der thy proteSion this day, and to implore thy fa- 
theilv care over ns, that no ovi! may npproach us; 
but tnat our fdahifid habits may be (afe u--»ler that 
good andjiowerfulfiroviiience la which wc would en- 
tirety trull. ' ■ " 

We commend unto thcc all mankind : efpecially 
thy church, and more particularly tliefe kingdom!, 
that ^e may a)I belieye i^ our Lord-Jefus Chrift. 
and be zf aloua of ^ood works. iSlefs our Sovereign, 
bis cooniellors, hii minifters, and all employed in 
public bufinefi, lyhether fpritual or civil, that what- 
ever they do may be for thy glory, and the pab- 
ob good. Be gracioys to all that ^re near and dear 
to us, and keep us all in thy feaj- gnd Io»e. Guide 
us, good Lord, apd govern u; by ihe fame fpirit, 
that we may be fb united to ;hee here, as not to be 

(J. 
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divided wheo diou art pleafed to call us hence, bof 
together enter into thy glory, to dwell with thee in 
love and joy that'fhall never ceafe, through JeTos 
Chrifi oar blefled Lord and SaWour, who hath 
taaght 03 when fft pray to lay. Our Father, &c 

Afevrth ETEKiwa V9,AyiVifor a family, 

'' /^Lord, how nianiibldare thy woHh! in wif- 
" \_} dom halt thou made them all. Thedayit 
" thine, the nieht alio ii thine; [hoa haA prepared 
*' the light and the fun." We render thee thaiika 
for at! The benefits which thou haft beflowed on the 
whole work], efpecially on ns, whom thou halt called 
to the knowledge of thy grace in Chrift JeAis. It 
is a marvellous love wherewith thou haft loved at. 
Thou halt not dealt To with ril people ; And as fin- 
thy great and precious promiies, they liavc not 
known them. 

Accept, O merdful Father, the good refolution^ 
which thou haft infpired ns with by thy Sfurit. 
Strengthen them, he ttefeech theej with thy conti- 
nued grace, that no fudden defires, vehement incli- 
nations, ioMffeflual purpofes, no. nor partial perftr- 
nances, may lead as into a falfe opinion of ourjetre^ 
but that we tnay bring forth aaually, and with a 
conftant fpirit, aU the fruits of righteoufncls, which 
arc by Jdos Chrift. 

Prelerve ui always in ferioufnefs of ffurit. Let 
the fenfe of our weakneft make ua watclifiil and dili- 
gent, thrifcnreofonr former negligence excite us to be 
fervent in fpirit, and the goodnels of thy commands 
render us fruitful and abundant in the work of the 
Lord. O that all our pious afleAims may be.turned 
■nto aaioQs of piety and boltnefs : And may all ou)^ 



t&ioD* be fpiriMd with zea), «nd all our zeal itga- 
iated with prudeQcc, and oar prudence vu'id ot all 
gaite. 4nd joined with pcriefi intcght)' of heari : 
That adorning oar ino& holy fdth here, by an up< 
Tight, (rhvitablci and dilcrecE ' converia'iaa, we 
m^y receive praife in the day of the Lord, and be 
oumbeitd with thy faints in gjary cverlafiipg. 
O lire up our afle^oni to ibinga above, that we 
' may have perieA contentment in well-doing and 
ptticot fafering, and tie good hope we have of 
being eiernajly beloved of tJiee, may malcc m re- 
jcHce evermore. Free us from the cares of the 
world, from all diftmft of thy good providence, 
from repining at an^ thing tba( befall at; and 
enable us in every thug to give thanks, believing 
ijiat all things are ordeicd wifsly, and Ihall work 
together for good. 

Into thy hands we commend both oar fodi and 
bo^e«, which thou haft mercifully prelerved this 
day. We traft in thy waichful providence, who 
giveft " thy aneels charge over usj who art about 
" our bedii and .about our paths, and Ipieit oat all 
"our thoughts." O continue the^ holy thoughts' 
and d^ret in us oil we fall afleep, that we may 
receive the light of the morning, if ihou pro- 
longeft our lives, with a new joy io thjee, and 
thankful afieflions to thee. 

We defire Ukewife, O God, the gpod of the 
whcde worid; Pity the fblliei of maiikiii^'; ddiver 
them from their miferies, and forgive thoa all 
tiieirfiaa. Hear the groans of every part of the 
creation, tlikt is yet " ful^eft to bondage," and 
bridg them all " into the glorious liberty of the 
" foni of God," Heal the unhappy divifions that 
<L3 ;^l. 



186 ' ' A COLLECTION OP 

are foand anong Chciftian charchu. We W0&I4 
pray for the gtace of Jereralem. IjM the troth 
as it b in Jeffie, privail, and " peace be in all her 
''borders." O that all Chriftian governors may 
" feek peace and purfue it !" Make thy minifters 
the inenengers of peace, and difpoTe all who are 
called Chriflians to keep the unity of the^pirit m 
the bond of peace. 

Enlighten the minds of all Jews, Turks, and 
Infidels. Strengthen all thy faithful l«rvBnu> 
bring backihem that wander out of the way, rwfe 
up thofe that are fallen, confirm thofe that ftand^ 
and grant them fleadily to perfevere in faith, love, 
and obedience. Relieve and comfort all that are 
in diftrefs. Let the earth bring forth her fruk ia 
due (eafon : And let all honell and indullrioas peo- 
ple be bleJTed in their labours. 

Remember all thole who have done good onto 
us, and reward them feven-foM into their bolbm, 
Grant forgivenefs and charity to all oar enemies; 
and conunue good-will amone all our neighbour*. 
Support the lick with faith and patience ; auft thofe 
who are. leaving this world. Receive the Ibuls 
which thou hail redeemed with thy Son's prcdoni 
blood, and farftified by the Holy Ghoft. And 
give ui all a glorious refurre^on and eternal life. 
All thefe things we aOt in the name of Jefus Clirift 
our Lord; in whoTe comprehenlive words we fum 
up all our requelis, faying. Our Father, Set. 

J fifth MOKHINC PRAVER/or dPAJJILTf. 

OLord, the God of our falvation, " thou art 
•• the hope of all the ends of the earth." 
Upon thee the eyec of all do wait; fot thou pyett 
"1 all .life, and breatj)> and all things, Tboa 
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fSH watclieft over us for good ; iJioti daily mew- 
eft to na our lives and thj- mercies: And thou haft 
given as the alTuraDce of thy word, that if we 
coihmit oar aif&irs to thee, if 'we acknowledge 
thee in all our ways, thoa wilt direA' oar paths. . 
We defire, O Lord, to be fiill under thy graciom 
cgnduif and fatheiiy protedion. We beg the 
guidance and help of thy good Spuil to choofe 
our inheritance for us, and to difpofe of us, and 
all that concerns us, to the glory of thy name. 

O Lord, withdraw not thy tender mercies froim 
OS, nor the comforts of thy prefence ! Never pu- 
nifli our part fins by giving ua over to the power of 
our fins: But pardon all our fins, and iave us 
from all our iniquiries. And grant us, O good 
-God, the continual fenfe of thy gracious accept- 
ance of OS in the Son of thy lovCi' that our fouls 
may blefa thee, and " all that is within us may . 
" prsife th/holy name." 

And O (hat we may find the joy of the Lord, 
to be our. ftrength ; to defend us from all our fins, 
and to make ua more Malous of every good work ; 
that herein we may " exerdfe ourfelves, to have 
"aconfcience void of offence, both towards God 
f and towards ^en." O help " us to walk cir- 
" cumfpeAly, not as fools, but ^s wife, carefully 
" redeeming the time," improving all thofe fea- 
fons and means of grace, which thou art ^eafed 
10 put into our hands. Sandify to us all our em- 
ployments in the world; our crofTes alfo and ojir 
comforts : ail the eilates we go through, and all the 
events that befal at, till, through the merits of [thy 
Son, and the multitude of thy mercies, we are 
icondufted fafc to " be ever with the Lord." 

Thou " haft laid help for us npoo tme th- 
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'' is mighty;" that is " able to fcve wto the nt» 
*' termoft all tkofe that come unto God through 
" him." Through him thou bift encouraged u> 
to come boldly; that- We " may pbtwn mercjr, 
*' and find grace to help in the time of need.'* 
Help us, we befeech thee, to demean ourfelveg as 
becomes the children of God, the r^deeixf d of the 
Lord, the members of CbriA. Put thy Spirit 
wiihin us, caufing us to walk in thy .Haiuces, aM( 
to keep thy judgments, and do them. Yea, bl 
it be our meat and drink to do thy wUl, anil to 
run the way of Ihy commandments. 

O gracious Father, keep us, we pray thee, thti 
day in thy fear and/avour, and teach as, in all oar 
thoughts, words, and works, to life to thy glory. 
If thon guide ns not, we go allray ; if thoo npr 
hold US not, we fall. O let thy good provide'ncc 
be our defence, and thy good Sprit our ways. 
And grant that we may do always what is acc^- 
able in thy fight, through Jefus Cbrift onr Lord j 
in whofe holy name and words we dole thefe our 
imperfed prayers. Our Father, Sec.. 

Let thy grace, O Lord Jefus, thy love, O 
heavenly Father, and thy comfbrtahle commn- 
nion, O Mefled Spirit, be with us, and with all 
that defire our prayers, this day and for evermore, 

- ^ fifth BVXNING PRAYER^r tfTAMIlY. 

OIj)rd our God, thy glory is aboTe all vox 
thoughts, and thy jnercy is over all thy 
works. We are Hi]! living monuments of thy 
mercy. For thou haft not cut ais tM in onr fins, 
but ftill giveft HI a good hope and fifong coribla- 
'■on thifcugh grwe. ThoB haft few thy only Son 
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hto the world, ^t wholbever believeth .in him, 
flioald not pcrilh in his fiiu, bul have everlalUng 
life. O Lord, we believe, help our unbelief; and 
give tu the true " repentance towards God, and 
'• &ith in our Lord Jefm Chrift," that we may 
, be in the cumber of thofe who do indeed repent 
and " believe to the Caving of their fool. Beine 
"jpftified bjr feith," let as " have peace with 
" God throi^ our Lord Jefus Chrift; let as le- 
" joice in him, through whom we have now re- 
f demption in his blood;" and let " the bve of 
" God be flied abroad in our heart! bjr the Holy 
" Gholt which is given unto us.". 

And aa we pray that thou wilt be to us a Father 
of mercies, and a God of confolation, fo that 
dxHi wilt malte us " followers of God as dear chilr 
" dren," ever jealous over our own hearts, and 
watchful over our ways; continijally fearing to 
ofiend, and endeavonring to pleaJe thee. Tboa 
knoweft, O Lord, all our temptations, and the 
&i that doth fo eafily befet us. Thou knoweft the 
devices of the enemy, and the deceiifuIneTs of our 
own hearts. We pray thee, good Lord, that thou 
wilt arm ns with the whole armour of God. Up- 
hold Ds with thy free Spirit, and watch over us fiip 
good evermore. 

Let our fupplicadons alio afcend before thee, 
for the whole race of mankind. Send thy word 
onto all the ends of the ear^, and let it be the fa- 
yOor of life unto all that hear it. Se gracious to 
this our native land. O do thou rule all ojir rulers, 
couafel all our counfeUors, teach all oar teachers, 
and order all the public affairs to thy glory. Tom 
from ns the jodg)nei)ts which we fceJ or fear; 
fondoue thy ble$ngs to our (bids and bodies, an.d 



J^O ,A COfcLECT10!f OF ,' 

notwitkflandiag all our pravocations. be thoo fiOt 
our God, and let us be thy people. 

Have compaSaoa oa all the children of afilidioD^ 
and (anftifytby fatherly corrections to them. Begra- 
cious to all our Mends aad neighbour's. Reward oui 
beaefadora. Blefs our relationg with the belt of thjr 
bUIEngs, with thy fear and love. Preferve vi from 
purei)eQites,andreconciIe tbembothtousand to thy- 
fe!f. O that all tK^ habitatiqiu of Chriftians aay de 
houfes of prayer 1 and be thou efpecially lui>d to t^s 
fereral families inhere thy blefled naioeis called upon. 
I.et thy bledngs reft upon us of this family. Blefs all 
DUrpre{enieftatesCo|is; aiid^t usallforwhatfo^CC 
thou flialt be ple^ied to call us to. P teach vs " hovf 
f to want, and to abonud :" Id every coudition SJe- 
cuce our hearts to thyfelf ; ^d raaVe us ever to ^p? 
prove ourfelves Gncere and t^lhfiU in thy fervice. 

Apdnow, O Father of piercies. be pleafed to aCr 
cepc our evening facrifice of praife and thaDkigipiog. 
P that thou wouldel) ipiprint and preferve upon ouc 
heart! a lively kak of aU (by kindn^s to us ; that our 
fouls may blef^ thee, aed all that is within us m^y. 
praife thy holy name. Yea, Jet us give thee thanks 
from the ground of our heart, andprufe our Go4 - 
while we have our being. For all thy patience with 
us, thy care over us, aiid thy. continual mercy to ut, 
blefl'fd be thy name, O Lord Ggd, osr heaveoly 
father t And unto thee, with the Son of thy love 
and the Spirit of grace, be all thanks and praifft, opw 
and for everpiore. jiat*- 

AflXth MORNING PRAVER/jr a FAMILY - 

OLord our God, we deCremth all hnmiUty and 
reverence to adore- thee, as a Being infinitely 
holy, blefled, and glorioue, who hall all perft^oq 
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in thyfcTf, and art the jfountaia of being and happi- 
nefi to every creitnre thy hands hare made. Thou 
art good [0 all, and thy lender mercies are over all 
thy v/orki j aAd thon an continually doing us good^ 
tiiODgfawtf ar^ evit and nnthankftit. We prsill thee 
tiiit w« hiVe liberty of aceefs tothe throne of grace 
tlrrough Jtfiu Chtift. 

' _ We humbly Uiank thee for all (he mercies of (his 
night pafl ; that no plague baa conrte nigh our dwel- 
Hl^, DO riiisfbrtane overtaken in, but that through 
thy mercy we are bronght in peace and fafrfty to fce 
the light of another day. It is of thy mercies, O 
Lord, that We are not confumed, even becante thy 
compaffiotM ftil not, they are new every morning. 

We eorifefs We have firnied againll thee, we are 
guilty before thee ; wc have finned, and have come 
fliort of the glory of QoS: We have corrupt and 
linftil flAures, and are bent to backflide from (hcc ; 
barftward to good, and prOne to evi! coniinually. 
Vain thoughts oomeinto us, lying down and riling 
up; and they defile or djfquiet our minds, and 
keep out good ihonghts. We are too apt to burden 
Oui^elves with that care, which thou haft gracionfiy 
CDCom-aged n> to caft upon thte. We are very math 
watiting in the.dijiie9 of oDrjlartitnibr relations; we 
hre cdd and'defeflive in our Jove to thee ; weat in 
our dcfires after thee, and onlleady in our walking 
with thee; and do cot grow In grace and holinew 
•as we OBght to do. 

We pray thee forgive all oorims for Chrift's fake, 
and be at peace with us in htm who died to make 
peace, ahd eVer lives making inierceffion for us. O 
Lord, be Aou onr portion, and the lot of onr inhe- 
riwnce; lift up the Sght of thy eounte nance upon 
us, aod be merdful nnto us. Let thy peace rule in 
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our hearts ; and let the confoladons of oar God tie 
oar (IreDgtli and oar Jbng in the honfc of our pil- , 
grimage. 

Lord, we commit onrfelvea to th^ care and k6ep- 
ing t|iU day ; watch over a> for good, aitd not for 
evil. Compafs us about with thy favour m with a 
flueld : Preferve us from all evil ) yea, the Lord 
preferve and keep our (ohIj, ^ prderve our gtnng 
out and coming in. 

Our bodies and all our worldly affair^ we com- 
tnit CO the conduct of thy wile and gracious provi- 
dence, and cheerfully fubmic to ita dilpofali. Let 
no harm happen to as i but keep us in health and 
&fety. Blefs our employments ; profper us in all 
our lawful undertakings, aiid give us comfort and 
fuccefs in them* Let us eat of the labour of oar 
hands, and let it be well with us. 

Our precious fouls and alt their concerns we com- 
miAo the government of thy Spirit and Grace. O 
let thy grace be mighty in us, and fufHcicnt for ui ; 
and let it work in us both to will and to do of thine 
own good pleafure. O give us grace to do the work 
of this day in its day, according as the duty of the 
day requires ; and to do even common a^ons after 
^ ■ godly Ibrt; acknowledging thee in all our waya, 
having our eyes ever up to thee : And bb thon pleafcd 
to direfl our Heps. 

Lord, keep ns from fin and wickednefs : Give as 
rule over uur own fpints, and grant that we may not 
this day breakout into palHon upon any provocation, 
or fpeak unadvifedly with our lips. Give us grace 
to live together in peace and holy love, that the 
Lord niay command 'his blellings upon us, even 
hie for evermore. Make us conlaeotiout in all oor 



iai'mgi i alwayi watchful againll fin, as become 
tiwfe who fee ihioe eye is ever fSpon us. Arm ui 
againft every temptation ; uphold us in oor integrityj 
keep ca in the way of our duty ; and grant that we 
tn3]r be in thy fear every day, and all the day long.- 
Prepare us for all the evems of tlii? diy, for we 
ksoir not what a d^ tosy bring fbrt^. Give us 
grace to Jland complete in thy whole will } to dray 
oorfdves, takeopourcrofsdaily^nd to follow Jesvs 
Christ. Lord, fit us for death and judgmimt aod' 
, eternity; and enable us to live every day ti thbfe 
that do not know but it may be their lall day. 
Guide OS with thy couofcl here, and hereaAer re- 

LOKD, ^ead thy canfe in the world ; buil4 up" 
diy diuich inip perfect beauty ; let up (he throne 
Of the e^talted Redeemeriu all phces upon the ruins 
of Satan's kingdom. Blefs this nation to which we 
belong ; blefs our King, and all in authority nndef 
him, filefe the minillers and difpenfers of thy word 
>nd facmnients; let. them not preach the mfelves, 
but Jefai Ghrift, and him crucified, Biefs all thy 
people that make a profcllion of thy holy religion j 
give them grace to depart from iniquity, .and to 
perleA holinefs in thy feat. . Blefs all that are near 
and dear to us, and make them near and dear to 
thee: Blefs them in their temporal concerhs ; and 
above all, let thdr fouls profper. Dwell m all thofe 
families that fear thee, ana caj> upon thy name. 
Vifii the fons'and daughters of dH^flton; make 
their bed in their"ficktieisi put the arm of love uc- 
^ their fainting heads, and give them an happy 
iflue out of all their affliSion. Succour the tefcpted, 
relieve the opprefled, and g've joy to tbofo that 
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Thb, 0)fr momingfauiJice, w« humbly olTern^lff 
thine adorable MajeRy b the all-powerful, all-pre- 
vailing nanie of Jefus Chrift, oor only Mediator and 
Advocate ; to whom, with thee, O Father, and the 
Holy GkoA, be all hoi^our and glory, world wlthODt 
end. Amn. : Our Fatber, &c. 

Jfixth EVENING PRAYER far a FAn^r. 

MOST holy, bleJTed, and gloiioDs Lord God. 
whofe we are, and whom we are boand to 
ferve \ we are not our own, but thine, and uoto 
thee, O Lord, do we lift up our fouls. Thou art 
the great Benel^ftor of the whole creation ; thou 
giveft to all life and breath, and a!l things : TTiau 
art our benefaftor, the God that hath fed us, and 
kept us all our life long unto this day. 

Havingol^tainedhelpof God, wecbniinoehitherto 
the monumenta gf his fparing mercy, and are wit- 
neflVs for fhee that thou art gracious. One day tel~ 
leth another, and one night certifieth another, that 
thou art good and deft good, and never feileth thofe 
that feek thee and truft in thee. Thou makeft the 
outgcnng of the morning and evemng to praife thee. 

It is through tbe ^ood hand of our God upon us, 
that fee are brought in fafety to the elofe of another 
. day, and are met together to mention the loving- 
kindnefs of the Lord, and the prailes of our Godt 
who is good, ind whofe mercy endureth for ever. 
Slefled be the Lord, who daily loads us with his be- 
nefits, even the &>d of our Salvation.' We have 
from thee the mercies of the dayinitsday,*accori- 
ing as the neceflity of the diy requires : though we 
cotn» far fliort of doing the work of the day ac- 
cording as the duty cf tlie day requires. 
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We blefs thee for our health, and peace, an4 
feod, and raiment ; for our Mends and relations, and 
eyery other blefltng chat makes our pilgrimage eafjr 
ind comfortable. Above all, we praife thee, for 
Jefus ChriH, and his mediation between God and 
man; far the covenant of grace made with ui in him; 
for all the exceedingly great and precious promifes 
and pHvilegesof that covenant; for the drawings of 
ihy Spirit ; the teachings of thy love j for the bene- 
fit of the feriptureg, (or the means of grace, and for 
the hope of glory. 

To ns, O Lord, belong fhame and confufion of 
fice, Ijecaufe of our abufe of ihefe thy merdea vouch- 
bfed onto us. We conTefs we have finned againft 
thee : this day wc have finned and done /oolifhly, Q 
God! thouknowell our foolifhnefs, and our fin^ are . 
not hid from thee; We mif-fpend our time, wc 
negled our 4" ty, we follow after lying vanities, and 
fbriake our own mercies : We offend mth our. 
tongues, and walk unworthy of our high calling. 
We' pray thee giye us repentance for our fins and 
daily infirmities, and make us duly fenlible of the 
cvi) of them, and of our danger by them, and let 
the blood of Chrift ihy'Son cleanfe us from all fin, 
that we may lie down this night at peace with God 
and with ouroWn confciences, by believing in Jefus. 
' Do ns good by all the providences we are under,' 
merciful or ailli^ive, and by all bring >is near to. 
thee and make us fitter for thee. We commit our- 1 
fdves to ttiee this night,' and defire id abide under 
the (badow cf the Almighty : ^ake an hedge of 
, proteflion, Wjc pray thee, about us and abpui our 
Boufea, and about all that we have, that no evil may 
befal OS, nor any plague come nigh our dwelling : 
Tile Z^d be our keeper) who neidier llomb^s nof 
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Jleepf ; Lordbe tbouourCiinaiid ourOiield. RcfrcA 
our bodifs with quiei and comfortable reft : keep ui 
from Itiddn fsars and dreadful alarms; and let our 
fouls be refiefiied with a feDle of thy love and the 
light of thy coumenanpe, which is better, than life. 

Reflore u» to aaother day in faft'ty, and prepare 
uc for the duties snd events of it : And by all the 
fupports and comforts of ihis life let us be enabled, 
both in body and in foul, to glorify thee; alway* re- 
memberiag that we are not pqr own, but boagbf 
with a price. 

And fprafmuch as we are now brought one day 
nearer fo our end. Lord, enable us fo to numbtroiir 
days chat we may apply our hearts unto widoni j 
let us be e^er cnindful of that time-wheu we miift 
lie down in the dull ; prepare ^us for our greU 
change, that when we come to die indeed, it may- 
be no furprife or terror to lis ; but we may viijit com- 
fort put oS'the body and rejiga the fpirit, knowing 
whom we have trufted- 

Let our fjuiUy be bicfled in him, in wiom nil 
the families of the e^th ire bleffed : BleiTed in all 
fpiritual blcfiings in h<?avenly things by Chhft Jefus, 
and with temporal blefiings ss hr as thou fi;elt good 
for us. Give us health and profperity. but efpeci- 
sljv let our fouls profper, and let a![ that belotglo as 
belong to Chrifl, that ve, who live togeihea here, 
may bcfor ever with the- Lord in heaven. 

Look, O Lord, with pity upon a loll world, and 
let up ChriA's throne where Satan's feat now is. 
Send ihy gofpel where it is not kr.own ; aoid make 
it fuccefsful where it is known j and make it mighty 
through God to the pulling dcwn of the Arong-holas 
ef fin. Letthechurchcf Cluill greatly ilouiiih, and 
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fcl n« the gates of hell prevaU againft it ; bat may 
je(bs fee of the travail of his fouli and be faiisfied. 
Knle in the hearts of our ralen. Own thy inini- 
flcT«in their work, and make them wife to gain Ibulg 
fto thee. Be gracioai to all that are near or dear to. 
at, and makethem near and dear to thee by the blood, 
•f the covenant. Comfort and relieve all that are in 
forrow and affliftion ; lay no more upon them than 
they are able [o bear, and faiftify every vifitation to 
the good of their fouls. Do for us, we pray thee, 
dHindaiitly above what we are able to aft or think, 
aEcoidinD to the riches of thy grace in Jefus Chrift 
oar LoitT and Saviour ; in whole name and words we 
fcnher call itpon thee, faying. Our Father, t^e, 

jt PRAYER he/are the receiving af the Sacsa- 
MEKT $f the lord's supper. 

MOST holy, bteffed and gracious Lord God, 
with all humilitjr and reverence I here prcfent 
■nylelt belbre thee, ,to feek thy face and inireat thy ' 
fevour ; and, as an evidence of thy good-will tLwaida 
me, to beg that I may experience thy good work 
in]n«. 

lacknowledgemyfelf unworthy, utterly nnwordiy 
the honour, unfit, utterly unfit for theferviceto.which 
I am now called. It is an ineflimable privilege that 
lamadmittad fo often to bear from thee in thy word, 
and to fpeak to thee in prayer; and yet, as if this had 
been a fmall matter, I am nowirtvited into commu- 
fiion with thee at my holy table, there to celebrafe the 
memorial of my Saviour's death, and to partake, by 
iath, of the precious benefits which flow from it. I, 
who dcferve not the vombs, am called to eat of the 

R3 
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children's bread. O thou who hB.ll called me to ttitf 
marriage-fuppercfthe Lamb, give me the weddin^- 
garraeia i work in me a difpoluian of foul, and aU 
Itiofe pious and devout afeSioos, which are fuitcd to 
the folcmnily of this ordinance, and necellary toqua-^* 
lifyme far an accepubleacd advantageous participa- 
tionofit. The preparation of the heart, andtbcu- 
fwer of the tongue, are both frum (hee : Lord, pre- 
pare my unpreparedheart'for communion with iMc. 

' Lord, I confefif have Ijun^dagaind thee; I have 
doiK foolifhly, and foolifhu^fs is 'bound op in m/ 
heart. I. have lioBed, and have come fliort of the 
glory of God ; 1 have come ftiort of glorifying dice, 
and dcferve to come fhorl oi being glorified with 
thee. The imaginaiion of my heart is evil continu- 
ally, and thebia^of my corrupt natureis very Itrong 
towards the world and the iiefh, and the gratlGca- 
tions of fcnfe; but towards God,, and Chrill, and 
heaven, I move very flow)y ; There is in my carnal 
mind a wretched averfion^o divine and fpiritual 
things. I have mif-fpeni my lime, and trifled aWay 
my opportunities ; I have followed after lying vaai. 
ties and, forfaken my own nwrcies ! God, be mer- 
ciful to me a firfner ! "for hjw little have,,! doo« 
' fioce I came jnio" the world, of the great work that' 
I was fent into the world ^bout ? 

Thou hail taken me into covenant with thee ; I . 
have been fee agart fOT thee, and fealed to be thine ; 
Thou haft laid me.iind 1 have hid myfelf under all 
polEble obligations to Icve thee and ferve thee, am) 
live t« thee t But I haveftnrtedafidQ like a broken 
bow. I have not made good my covenant with' thee, 
nor hath the temper of my mind nor the tenor of mjt 
canverfation been agreeable to that holy religbn 

■■ich Imakeprofeflionof. I am bent to backfiid© 
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bam tBc living God ; and if I were upder the law, ' 
J were undone : But 1 am under grace> a covenant 
(^ grace, which leavei room for repentance, which 
inviiei even backflidin^ children to reiurn, and pro- 
' ^raifcth that liieir backflulirgs fitall be healed. Lord. 
] lake hold of thti covenant, iealii lo me at. thy ta- 
We. Thej-e l«aie'fi'>rf my heart truly bumbkd for 
fin, :^a4 fotto»\n^- jfTft after a godly fort. Q that 
i tiay there look'un him whom I hav< pin-ced, and 
Kiourn, and be'ia Witernefs for him ; ihat (here I 
nay ibw in teats, and receive a broken Cbrift incp 
. a brokcft heart j and ther? let the blood of Chnft. 
which fpelici belter things than that of Abel, 1^ 
Crinkled upon my conlcience, K> purify and pacify 
^at ; Tliere let me be affurcl that (htiu art recon- 
ciled unto me, that mice iniquities are par4aDcd, 
and that I fliall not come into condemnaiion. 

And that I may doc come unworthily «} thil 
tik^ed ordinance J befeecb thee lead me into<i more 
ln«mat= and experimental acquaintance with Jelui 
Chritt, and him crucified; with Jcfus Cbrift, and 
' liim glorified ; that knowing him, and the power of 
liii ^fariedion, and lite felknvlhipof hia fuSi;riiig;, 
and being by his grace planted in the litcenefs of 
j^th, I may both dif^rn the Lord'i body, and Jbei^ 
fcrtb the Lorji's death. 

Lord, I £ejtre by a true and lively f:d[h to cloie 
|«th Jefus Chrift, and confeot ito him as my.Xor^ ..' 
andjny God." I here give -up myfelf to him as 
tiiy Pniphet, Pneft, and King, to \>e ruled, and ' 
faughi, and iiived by him. This is my Beloi^, 
^nd [[lis is my FrieiKl : None biitChrift, none buj 
iphrift. . Lord, increafe -this faith in me; perfcft 
what It lacking in It; and enable me in receiviDg 



lOe A COLLECTION OP 

the bread and wine at thy table, by. a lively fitih 
to receive Chrift Jefua ihe Lord. O letthc great 
gofpd-doQriDe of Chrift's dying to fave fmoew 
whic|i is reprerented in that ordinance, be meat and 
drinlc i^^y fouli meat indeed and drinlt indeed. • 
Let it l^both nourifliing and refreihing to me : Jet 
it be botlr my flrengtb and my fong, and the Ipring 
both of cay holinefs and of myi^tHnfoit. And let 
fuch deep impreffions be made upon my Ibnl as may 
aUde always upon me, and have a'Jmwerful infla- 
ence upon my whole converfation, that the life I 
now live in the flefli I may five by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave himfelf for me. 
Lord, I befeech thee fix my thoughts, let ray 
heart be engaged to approach unto thee, that I m^. 
attend upon thee without diftraflion. Draw OQt my 
defires after thee : Make me to hunger and thirft 
after righteoufnefs, that I may be hlled ; and to 
draw near to thee with a true heart, and in full 
aJTurance of faith ; And fince.I am not Jlraitened 
in thee, Olet menotbeSraitenedinmy own bofom. 
Draw me. Lord, and I will run after thee ; O fend 
OutthyUght and thy truth, let them lead and gitidq 
me. Pour out thy Sfurit upon me, put thy Spirit 
within me, to wgrk in me both to will and to do thu . 
which is good, and leave me not to myfelf. .Awake, 
O north-wind, and come thonfouth, and blow upon 
my garden j come, O bleflVd Spirit of grace, and 
enlighten my mind with the knowledge of Chrift, 
bow my will to the will of Chrift, iill my heart with 
the love of ChriH, and confirm my refolutiotva to 
live and die with him. ' 
" Wort in me a principle of holy love and charity 
towards all men, that I may forgive my enemies. 
and may keep up a fpiritual communion in fi^th> 
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Itofc, and holy lore, with all that in every place 
ca^ on the name of JeTus Chrill our Lord : Lord, 
tkfi [heoi all, ami parttcularly that congregation 
wiih'whtch I am tu jcria id thii fotemn cnrdinaoce. 
Good Ijord, pardon every one that eogageth kig 
kart to lee'k God, the IjOrd Qbd of hit fathers, 
ttongh not ckaoTed according to the purificatioi 
•f ihc faaOuary. O hear my prayers, and heal thy 
jreople, 

Lord, meet me with a bleffing, a Father's hiif- 
Sag, at thy table t grace thine own inAitutions with 
thy preftace ; and ^llil in me all the good pleafurQ 
cf thy goodaels, and itie worlc of faith with power, 
ibr the Stke of Jefas ChriR ny blefied Saviour and 
Redeemer, tp t^honf, with Hie FaUier and the eter> 
Bal Spirit, be everlafiing praifes. jtmta. 

Jjuthtr after the Rtcehing of the 

"" LOSP'S SUPPER. 

OLord.Tmy God and my Father in ^efiii Chrifl 
I can never fu^ciemly admire the condffcen- 
fion of thy grace to me ; what ii man, that thou 
dofi thus magnify him, and the fon of man, that 
thou viiitelihiiD ! WhaamI, and what isniyhouCe, 
that thou hafl broogbt me hitherto i had brought 
m* into thy banqueting houfe, and thy bannerover 
K>e hai been love i I have reafon to liiy, that a day 
tn i\iy courts, an )timi at thy table, is better, far 
better, than a (houfand days, tban ten ihcufand 
koors cllewhere ; itli good for me to draw near to 
God. Bk^ed be God for the privileges of his 
houfc, and ihofe comforts with wliich he |nali» 
his peOfle Joyful in his houfe of prayer But I hai'e 
reafiui (o bluJh andbe'aIhamedar}i)ylcU> that). 
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have not been more alFeded with the great thin^ 
wliich have been fet, before me, and offered to me 
at the Lord' suble.j O what a vain, fbolilh, trifling 
heart have I ! when I would do good, even then 
evil is prcTent with me ; .Good Lord, be merdful 
to me, and pardon the iniquity of my holy things, 
and let not lay manifold defeAs, in my atundance 
up(» thee, be hud to my charge, or liiiider my pro- 
fiting by thine ordinance. 

1 nave now been commsraorating llie death of 
ChHft i Lord, grant that by the power thereof &n 
may be ciudfied in me/the world crucilieil to me. 
and I to the world ; and enabte me fo to bear about 
with me continually the dying of the Lord Jefiu, 
u that the life alio of Jefua m;iy be manifelled in 
my mortal body, 

I have now been receiving the precious benefits 
vihlch Row from ChriA's death. Lord grant that I 
may never bfe, may never forfeit thofe benefits ; 
but as I have received Chnft Jefua the Lord, give 
me grace fo to walk in him, and to live, not as fay 
own, but as bought with a. price, gtonfying God 
with my body and Ipint, which are his. 1 have now 
been renewing my covenant with thee. Lord, give 
me grace to perform my vow ; keep it always in tha 
imagination of my heart, and eflabElh my way be- 
fore thee. Lord, preferve me by thy grace, that I 
may never return again to folly ; after God hath 
fpoken peace, may Lncvex by my loofe and carelefj 
walking undo what I have been fining to day ; But 
having my heart enlarged with the confolations of 
podj give me grace to run the way of thy com- 
mandmenu with cheerfulnefs and confiancy, an4 
ffill to hold fatt my integrity. " 
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This precioiufoul of mine, which is the work of 
thine own handa, and the pnrcfaiife of thy Son's 
blood, I commit into thine hands, to be fanfiified by 
Ihy Spirit and Gracg, and wrongbl up into a con- 
formity CO thy holy willin every thiiig. Lord, fet 
up thy throne in tnyheantwute thy law therCfihed 
abroad thy love there, and hnKcvery thought with- 
in me in obedience to thee, tS>, the commanding 
power of thy law, and the conftrainMg power, of thy 
love. Keep, through thine own nSqe, that which 
I commit unto thee, keep it againA that day when 
it fliallbe called for. Let me be preierved bkme- 
lef) to the coming of thy glory, that I may then be 
prefented faultleis with exceeding joy. 

All my outward affairs I fubmit to the di(po<al of 
thy wife and gracious providence ; Lord, lave my 
foul, and then as Co other things do as thOu plcafelt 
with me ; Only make ail providences to work toge- 
ther for my ffnritual and eternal advantage : Letall 
th'.'gs be pure to me, and give me to tafte covenant- 
love in common 'mercies ; and by thy grace let me 
be taught both how to want, and how to aooiind, bow 
to enjoy profperity, and how to bear adverlity, as be- 
comes a Chriftian: And at all times let thy grace be 
futlident for me, and mighty in me, both to will and 
todo that which is good of thine own goodpleafure. 

And that in every thing I may do my duty, and 
Hand complete in it, let my heart be enlarged tn 
love to JefusChrilt,andalFe£ted with the height aLd 
depth, theJength and breadth of ifeatlove of histo 
me, which palTeih all conception and exprefiion. ' 

And, as an evidence of that love, Itt my mouth 
be filled with his praifes. Worthy is tW Lamb that 
was fl^n lo receive bleffing, and honour, and glory, 
and power; for he was Hain, and hath redeemed hjs 
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people unto God by hit hlooi), and made them to 
him kings and pmfb. Blefs the Lord, O my foul, 
and may all that is within me blefa his holy name^ 
who fbrgireth all mine iniquities, and healcth all my 
difiiares ; who redeemeth my life from deftrufiion, 
and crowocch iiie with loving-kmilners £nd teodet' 
mefcy ; who having began a good work, will per- 
fonn it onto the day of Chrift. As long as I live I 
niU blefs the Lord, I will praife my God while I 
have my beittg^ O let me be born up id everlafting 
arms, and carried from llrength to Arength, till £ 
appear before G^ in Zion, ^r Jefas's lake, who 
died for me and roTe again ; in whom I de6re to be 
found living and dying. Now to Gcd the Father, 
Son, End Spirit, be afcribed kingdom, power, aod 
g^ory, henceforth and for evermore. Aaua. 

jf'Pn.AYZR/er CttRISTIAN GRACES. 

HOLY, Jioly, holy Lord God Almighty, vlw 
art, and waft, and art to come ; who is a God 
}ike<mtothee, gloriousin holinefs, fearfoluiprsiles 
doing wondera ? Thou art the blcflid and only Po- 
tentate, the King of kings arid Lord of lords, vvhi 
only hafte immonality i ducllirgin that light whicli 
no man can approach unto ; whom no man hath feCii 
Or can fee. Thoa art a God at hand and a God 
afar off; none can hide himfelf in fecret pUces that 
thou canft not fee him ; for thou fiUcft heaver and 
earth; thine eyet are in every place, beholding the 
evil and the good : Thou fearcheft the heart, and 
trieft the feins; even the thong hrs and intcnts.of 
the heart are naked and opc-.i before thee. 

Iknow, OLord, that (houcanlldoeveryTfcing; 
power belongs to ihee, and with thee nothiD£.J3 im- 
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' pofllb!e ) what thonhaftpromired. thou art able alio 
to perform. Thou art good, and doA good ; good 
to all, and thy tenddr mercy ii over alt thy works : 
O that thou wouldll cvjfe thy goodads to pai's before 
me, that I may tafte and fee that the Lord is good," 
aDdhavehiiloving-kindnelsalivaysbefbre mine eyes. 

my Godt 1 am afhamed, and blufh to lift ap 
my face before thee, My God; for tJlioc iniquitica 
are increafed ofef my head> ^nd my trefpafs is 

Sown up unto the heavens ; behold I.am vile, what 
dl r aiifiver thee j I will lay my hand upon my 
inOQth, and put my mouth in the dull, if fobe there 
may be hope; cr ying- oot andean, unclean: 'f If 
"' I juftify tnyfrif, my own month fhaJI coodemtl 
" me 1 if I lay I am perfefl, that alfo ihall prove 
*' me perverfe ) for if thou contend with nie, I am 
" not able lo afifwer thee for onfe in a thcufand j ^ 
" Behold I was fliapen in wiekedne&j and in fin 
*' did my' mother conceive me ; for who can bring 
" a clean thing out of an ijoclean ! My underfland- 
" ing ia dark, being alienated from thelife of God, 
*' through the ignounce [hat is in me, becaufe of 
" the blindnefa of my heart." 

1 have Hithin me a carnal minUt which is enmity 
«gainffi God t my neck has been as an iron Snevr, 
and I have made my heart ai an adamant ; I have- 
rcfufed to hearken, have pulled away the flioolder, 

'and ftopped ray ears like the deaf adder. O how 
have I hated inflroAiitn, and my heart dt^jiifed re- 
proof .' 1 have foi^otten God, lived as without God 
in the world ) my heart has walke4 after vanity and ' 
bq^ome vain i I have fet my affedions on-thiogi be- 
neath, have followed af^er lying vanities, and for- 
faken my own mercies j have foifaken the fctuntala 
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of living naters, for cillerns, broken dftenu- tbxt 
can hold no water ; there Is in rat a bent to back- 
Hide from the livtrg God ; my heart is deceitfbl 
above all things, ar.d defp^ately wicked, it ftaru 
afide'like a broken bow : The whole head i* iick, 
the whole heart faint ; from the fole of the foot ersa 
to the head there ia no toundnefs iirme, but woonds. 
and bruifesi and putrifying (ores. 

Lord, I CCToe to thee us the poor publican, and 
I pray his prayer, " God be merciful to me a fin- 
" ner i" the God of infinite mercy be raercifnl to ■ 
me. O iValh me thorough!)' froin my wickedneTs, 
and cleanfe me from my Cn ; for I acknowledge . 
n(y tranfgreffiona, and my fm is ever before roe. 
O purge me with hylTop, and! Ihall be clean ; wa(h 
me and } Ihall be whicer than Inow; hide thy face 
from my fine, and blot out all my iniquities. Let 
me be jultified freely by thy grace, through the 
tedemplion tb^t i) in Jefus; takeaway all iniquity, 
and receive me gracioufly ; heal my backllidinga 
and tove me freely ; and let thy anger be mrDcd 
away from me ; for in thee the faiherlefs findeth 
mercy. I >vill fay unto God'do not condemn me, 
but deliver me from going down into the pic, for 
thou haft fouud the ranfom. I hive fmned, Fa- 
■ ther, againft heaven 'and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy fon; bat 1 have an 
advocate with thee, Jefus'ChrJIl the ri^teoua ami 
he is tile propitiation for niy fins. Lora remember 
the true David and all his trou1)les ; remember all 
Us curings, and accept his ^urnt-iacriGce ; and 
turn noc away the face of thine anointed, who by 
his own blood is entered into heaven itfelf, oow to 
appear in the prefenee of God for nian. Kemem- 
ber the covenant in his blood, and be merciful to 
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. . miaeunrighteournefs, and my finsand myimquiuea 
remember no more. 

Let me be juftified by faith, and have peace with 
God through Jei'us Chriftj and through him let me 
havf accels into that grace wherein believers ftarld, 
and rejoice in hopeoftheglory of God. O make 
me hear of joy and gladnefs, that the bones which 
fin hath broken may rejoice. Let the blood of Cnrift 
fpeak better things th^ that of Abel : let it fpeak 
pardon and peace to my foul : let itpnrgemy con- 
icxtxie from dead works to ferve the &ing God. 
Let thy Spirit witnefa with my fpirit that! am a 
: ^ch^iJof G<id, anheirof God, anda join-heirwith 
OhrifT: fay to my fout that thou art my falvation. 
Lord, give me a wife and an anderftanding heart; 
that which I know not teach thou me; let the Spirit^ 
of troth guide me into all truth, and caufe me to 
nnderftand wherein I have erred f make thy way 
, plun before my ^ce, becaufe of mine obfervers, 
and by the teaching of thy word ard Spiiit make 
■ me wife to l»1vation. Unto me. Lord, let it Le 
eiven to believe, for the faith by which I am faved 
^snotofmyfelfritis thegiftof God; Lord, increafe 
my feilh, and perfeft what ia lacking in it, that I 
may be Itrong in faith, giving glory to God. Let 
every wordof thine profit me, being mixed with faith ; 
and enable me lolookabovethe things that are feen, 
which are temporal, to the things thai: are unfeen, 
which are eternal ; let my heart be purified by faith, 
and eitnble me bj^faith \o overcome the world, to 
T«iill the adverfary, and to live c^~n,tinualiy upon 
JeTos, drawing out of his fulnefs grace for'grat*;' 
Utrilc my heart to fear thy name, that I may 
feeep thy commandments. O put thy fear into iBy 
bejrt, that I may never depart TFom thi? j let nte he 



eo8 A poLLECTioH or 

in the fear of the Lord dithcday Jongi deliveriw 

from alE flavljh fear that hath torment, and give me 
a filial fear, that I may never wilfully offendagainft 
thee any more. Give me grace, I befeedi thee^ 
to love thee the Lord my God with all my heart 
^nd Ibu!, an^ mind and ftreiigth ; to delighi mjrfelf 
always in thee, and therein (hall I have the dffire 
of my heart, O encumciie my heart to love thee. 
that I may live ; ,0 may the love of God be She^ 
abroad in my heart by the Holy Ghofl. O tWt 
Jefus Chriil may be very precious to me, as be it 
to all that believe ; that he may be in my account 
the chif fcA of ten itioufand, atvd altogether lovdy ; 
and thoogh I have twt feen him, yet I may lovQ 
him, ana by bcliving in him may rejoice woh jay 
Hofpeakable and full of glory. Let the love of 
Chrifttome, conftratnme colivei not to n^yfetfi but 
to him that died for me and rofe again. Lord put 
upon me that chjrlty v/hkk U the bond of perfeft. 
tiefs, that I may keep the unity of iht fpirit m the 
bond of peace, and may live in love and peace, that 
the God of lave and peace may be with me ; give 
me to love my neighbour as myfelf, with thatlaye , 
which is the fulfilling of the law; to We him with 
a pvure heart fervenUy ; givt me, O Lord, the love 
of the brethren, and etublc me to be kindly affec- 
tioned towards (hem in brotherly love, that I may 
know 1 am pafled from death unto lift^, and«II maj 
know I am paflcd fiom death unto life, and all may 
know that 1 am thy dilciple. Lord make nr» aUe 
to love mine enemies^ to blef$ them that curie me> 
to pray for them that defpitefuily ufe me. 

Lord, give me grace to deny myfclti to take up 
my crofs daily, and lo follow Chrift; to keep imder 
^■le bod/, and to bring it iotDlubjeflion ; la rac learii 



sfChrifttobe meek and lowly in heart, cbattniay 
£nd reft to my, fool: Hide pride from me, and clothe . 
iae wittk humiKty, and put upon me the ornament of 
ameek and quiet ([niit, which hi thy fight ia of great 
price ; let anger oever reft in my boTom, nor the fun 
go down upon my wrath; but, enable me to Ihew 
mteknefs towards all men ; let me have bowels of 
mercy, kindncTi, hiunblenefs of mind, meekoels, 
and long- filtering ; that being mercifiil, ai toy 
Father which is in Ijeayea js merciful, i may be 
perfect as he is perfeft. 

Lord, teach me b eyeij flate to be cooient ; let 
my converfation be without covetoufnels ; may I be 
always content with fuch things as 1 have, Itill fay- 
ing. The wilt of the Lord be done. Lord, give me 
grace to weep as though 1 wept'not, and to rejoice 
as cho'.'gh I rejcnced not, and to buy as though I 
polTefleS not. and to ufe this world as not abufmg 
It, becaufe the time is ihort, and the fafliion of tbia 
world paiTeth away. May the very God of peace 
fandify me wholly : And I pray God my whole (pi- 
nt, and foul, and body, may be Rreferved blameWs 
unto the coming of our Lord Jefua Chrift. ' Let 
goodoefs and mercy follow me all [be days of my 
Ufe; when I walk through the valley c^ the Ihadow 
of death, be thou with me chat I may fear no evil; 
let thy rod and [hy lUfT c&mfbrt me ; redeem my 
fcul from the power of the grave, and receive me ; 
giade me by thy counfel, and afterwards receive 
me to glory,throogh Jefus Chrift, my blefled Lord 
and Saviour, Co whom, with thee' and the Holy 
Sfnrit, be aU honour and glorys thanklgii'iiig and 
prufe, for ever and ever, jl/am. 
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. , Piout B J ACVLATiOKif ram the FsalmS. 

Fer the farden of Jtii, — Have mercy upon me, O 
GckI, alter thy great gootlnefs ; atcordingtolhemul- 
titude of thy mercies do away mine offences : Wail* 
me thoroughly fiom my wickcdnefs, and eleajifc mc 
from my fin. Tuin thy face from my fins, apd pot 
out all my mifdeeclsi my miideeds (.T-'vail againfrme; 
*-' be thou merciful unto my fin*. Enter not into 
judgment wiih tty fcn^anf, .O Lord, for in thy (ighl 
fliaU no miin living' bejuftifiEci. For tjiy name'sl^e, 
O Lord, be merciful unto my fin, for i< is greai. 
Turn tiieei O Lord, and deUvcr my (oul i O fave m9 
for thv mercirt fake. 

For Gra(f. — TtHch me to do the thing that pkafeth 
thee, for thou art my God. Teach me thy w.av,"d- 
Lord, and I will walk hy thy truth j O knit my heart 
\iiito thee, thnt I mBy few thy name. Make rne a 
ttefiH heart, O Go^, aiwl renew a right Ipiiit -ifiiira 
jne- oletmy heaitbefbundinthyftatutes.ttatib* 
notafUamed. Jnc'iJiemyheart untotl^ teftimonies. . 
and not to covet ou(,.crs. Tufn away mice eyes, left 
they behoUl vanity, ano quicken ihou me in tliy way. 
lama ftranger upon eai-th, O hide not thy conimaotj- 
iiKots frt-m I**- Lord, teachwe fo to number ify- 
iiays, that I may apply my heart unto wifdom^ 

%r the (igl'l c} Ci,a'i ccnateBanct. — Lord, why ab- 
horred thou ray f6«i. s"il "'ly hideft thou thy face 
from .me > O hide not thy face from me, nor caft thy 
fervar.t aaay in difpleafure. Thy loving- kindnefs it 
better than life itCelf. Lord, lift up the light of thy 
countenance upon me. Comfort the foul of thy fei*- 
varit for unto tliee, Lord, do I lift up my foul. _ 
Ariie for my htlp, while I fufTer thy tenors I am 
d'ftraacd. Say>nto my loul. Return unto tbyrcft, 
- 1 am tliy Talvation. 

J 'r/;r.,.i:i;i'vi"^Z- — I will always give tiianks unto 
'^t Lcui, liispraifeflialieverbeinmy mcuth. Thou 
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^rt toy God. and 1 will praife thee. I vill fiiu; vata 
the Lord as long as I live, I will piiifemy UodwIiilQ 
I Imve my being, prajlett be God who hatb not caft 
out my pi-ayer, nor lurneil liis mercy from me. 
meffed be ihel-ord God, even the God of Ifi-ael, who 
only doth wondious thiegt. And bki&J be the 
name of his Majelty foi' ever] and nil ihe eailh Ihall 
Jse filled with his majefty. tliiuf, Amtir, ^ 

FBrDelroiraneefrcm Truuhle. — Be mere ifjt unto me, 
O God, be merciful unto me, for my foul trufteth in 
^tliee, and under the fhadow of thy wings (hall be my 
refuge, ynti I thefe calamities be ovcrpnlf. DclSverme, 

Lord,' from mine enemiesj for I lies unto thee to 
hide me. O keep cw foul and deliver me; let mc not 
beeonfounded, for 1 have putmy truft inihce. Mine 
eyes are ever locking tiato the Lord j for be Ihatl 
pluck my feet out of the net. Turn thee untg me, 
and have mercy upon rae; foi- 1 am derolale and in 
niifery. The forrowa of my heait are enlarged, 
bring me out of my troubles. 

AiiXJdrefi immt/ialilj before fMUlVorJbip. —OLocA, 

1 humbly hcg thy holy Spirit to help iiiy infii-miti^s ; 
, pouruponmetheSpiritofgraceanBluppiicationj help 

me to praife thy holy name, to hear thy word with re- 
verence anii godly (ear, to xeceiVe it with faith and 
love^ that I may b« made wife unto everlaSin^ faiv^p 
tioB, throagh Jefu* Cbrifi our Lurd. Amen. 

hotter after pubiU Wiirjhif. — O Loi'd, pardon tha 
inquiry of my rnoft holy things, my wanderings 'n\ 
prayer,3ndmyinatteDi)on in chyfervice; fanftilymy 
memory to retain the truths I have heard ; and deal 
with me nor according to my delerts, but aScording 
ro nw n^cds, and thine own rich mercies in Jefus 
Chrilt, my blefPtd Lord and Saviour. Amex. 

An AJJi-efi htjate AIm/.— SanaHy, O Lord, webe- 
feech thee, theft thy goofl creatures tec our ufe, and 
give us'grace to receive theni foberly and thankfully; ' 
and to eat and di'ink, ncjoniy to ourfel\'e3i but to thy 
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glory, through JefuB Chrift our bldied Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 

An Addrefi afltr M^a/.—Blefled be the Lord, who 
(liily loadrth .us with bis benefits, and giveth ua all 
tilings richly to enjoyj we thank tliee, O Lord, for 
our prefent refi-eniment \ continue to feed our boditf^ 
with the bread thai periflieth, and nourifh our fouls 
with the bread of life to life eternal, through Jefui 
Chrilt our Lord, Amtn, 



A REMEDr 

Of God's own providing for a Sinner* s 
Guilty Confcience. 

Wotu much mart /ball the EIsadBfCbriJit-wbalbrm^b tht 
tternai Spirit affcred himfelf •witbeui If^t to Gad, purge 
war canfciinct from dead "worki toftr-ot the living 
God. Heb. ix. 14.. 

AS fin is the greateli evil, that which takes it away 
is thegi-eateftbleffingtotheguiltt'. Everything 
tias tailed anfwerin^ tjiat end, butthe bhodoftbeever- 
iajling covenant i thisptuges the confcience from dead 
woi'ks. Sins are called dead works, becaufe they de- 
icrve etei'nal death, which is the certiun wages thereof. 
By purging the amfcimcefrBm diad iiwtt, we aie to 
underlbuidcleanfingthecoDfcience from theguilt that 
was contrafled by the committing them, Jb that the 
perfon iamadefreefromthein by having a pardon. It 
was to take away fm from the guilty, the 4Wo/"Cif^ 
was fljed Ca). This is the infinite remedy that God of 
his own accord, out of hit great kmdaefs, provided. 



It ii i-eajly e^^ ual, byi-eafoo of the Intiiiitc dignity of 
-tittperfoK, wliojsof boundjefs worth and merit j lie 14 
the Ime Gn^anittermltife fij. Accordingly bis bleed, 
which is unfpeakably precious, takes away all fin (Oi 
It alone has procureda complete pardon "for a great 
" multitude that no plan can number, out of all kin- 
*' dredi, and tongues, and people, ^nd nations fi/J." 
It is flied forfuch ssatc under the power of Satan for 
the lofl and undone, for publicans and harlots, fbf 
fuch US have no ftreogth to pi"ay. love God, or t» do 
ajiy thing that is good; For the wicked and tlie un- 
godly, for the enemies of God himfelf (ej. 

The charge given by the Lord himfcif, after his re- 
fuireflion from the dead wat to p; ;?ph thefe glad ti- 
ding^: Go, faith be, i'llo all the 'world, preach the gofpel 
toe'uery ereaturt, Accoidinglytliey proclaimed ptace 



nifan effim (^) . Could we alk the various forts 
ot imiiers that have been faved, and arc now in heaven^ 
how tlity came ther»* they would 3II of them afcribe 
their falvation to Jefys ChriA. The extortioner, the 
perfecutc, tlie fwearer, tli^ uncleai)) the thief, and the 
ditinkard, hiw came fuch wretclies to ent^ that holy 
place, to be in the pjefenceof the infinitely pure Jeho- 
vah ? They would praifc the riches of freegvaca, inand 
through tlie atoiiciiyit ; and would iJy, 'jejus io^ed m, 
aaJ loaded us frcranur/uu itt hh cwit blood ('i). Hf 
•luasjpim, ar.dbas reJtenied us to G^d by i;hh\aoA (i). 
Oar mhes loire laajbed, nud made ivbitt in ihe blood 
oftbeLamb (i)._ "' ■ . . 

The confcience is paiiged, before the perfon lerve* 
the living God : fe tliat thougli you have not nor can- 
pot ferve Goi^jiright, the cle;iniing, which is the for- 
given eft of fin,' i( tree for whoever believes ("/J.- It is 
.lor thednneras afmner, for the ungodly. Icis wiih. 

lb' I Join ». 10., lcliPM.t.10. I John 1.7. Id) »«. »Ji- 9. 
WCnm.v.io, ■ [fjASilt jS, (K)I:All-4i. (li) Hev. |, j- 

lijl^..* (^BfUyfH- (l)AiUHu.3U. 
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ont money and without price. Any finner, whoeTCr 
will, lei him take the water of life freely; for it is 
3 foai)tain open to cleanfe from fin and <ill ungodlinefs 
{*>»), It is the kindnefs 0&Heaven, arilingoutafthe 
unfearchahlerichesof God'i grace, and very confiftcnt 
with the infinite jufticc and glory of the Almighty. 

SiKNER.^j?. i.Asiiji/«*/waBnotniedtoc!eafiie 
the ^confciences of all, how can I have any fatisfaiUoa 
that the benefit belongs to me ? 

Ar^iii. If yon believe, you may depend upon it, it 
is yours, as fure a: the proclamation from hearen i( 
troe (a). 

SiNNEB. S^ejt. X. BelivewhatP 

Anfta. Believe thefe two things : 

1. That God out of his infinite kindnels, gavetu; 
Son to be a complete Saviour, and that he has done 
all God requires and the foul wants. 

I. And believe that what Chrift did, is free for the 
wicked and the ungodly, for the gracelefs and un- 
qualified periihing Tmner. 

As loon as this is underltood, there is relief, in what 
condition foevcr the pepfort'findi himfclf. It is then 
the conjiriencc is purged hj the atonement or blood of 
Chri^. Where there is" no relief, there isfoniedefeit 
in til edi ft* ruing or belief of thjstru'th, j. Either from, 
a fufpicion that dioce is not enough donetofuithim, 
whichamonntsto Ihefeiraethinga«iot believing jefu) 
to be the Chrift; or, i. From^a miftruftthal it is not 
free, which isadilbeliefof thegofpel; forJhatagaia 
andagainafiuresUE.itisfree to every onetbat believes. 
, The cafe is evident ; for if Chrift has done all chat 
God required and the Ibul wants, and there is a pro- 
clamation from the King of Heaven, that this is en- 
tirely free; if I am not relieved therelq', it muft be 
becaufe I do not credit it, which arifee from my not 
underftanding the tidings to be true ; for every thing 
1 underfiand to be true, I muft believe, Whellier I 
V.ill or no. 

(raj zsfi. lili. I. (n) juli. iil, 14. iS. AiU liii. 19. 
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Accorditigl7, tbeworkof theSpiiitof Godiattf 

teach a peribn to know tbt things freely gkien Ms of God 
(e). Forinftance, fuppofe yoQ have been a Heathen, 
Pagan, drunkard, fnearer,'Undean-. Ifyouunder- 
fiaiid the GofBei, jou mult believe the glad tidings 
thereio fniu }ou. if jou have been hypocritically 
falfe, it fuits your condition. Are you in a dead un- 
(irojitable frame, that you can neither love God, nor 
do any thing aright? The good news-is every way 
fiutable^ooneinjourcircumftances. Is thei'eenniity 
in your heart againft God and his ways ? Coniider the 
^eckas blaaJvia£ Ihed foT enemies (pj. Suppofc you 
fxn do, or bring nothing to i-ecomniend yon, itftiits 
there, for it is free. When ihe Spirit of God teaches 
eny one to underltand the plain report of the gofpet 
concerning the atonement thufi, the confcience is 
purged, thereisreliefjthereisealeimmediately with- 
out any more ado. Thisbegetslove to this free falva- 
ticia(q): The wonderful kindnefsdifcovered therein, 
which is the love of God, which is tjuite oppofitc to 
the fervice of fin (r), the worfliip of Mammon (/), 
suid the frientWiip of the world (I). If your con- 
idenw be purged from dead works, you are called 
luron Df him in his word to his fervice, and informed 
there what fervice ,he has for you, and at the fame 
time it tells you, that where he is, there Ihall his fer- 
Tants be ere long. 

SiNNEK. Qa^. i. But I can find no love to God 
and his people; and without that, how can I have re- 
lief frem the i/W^Chrift ? for where love is wanting, 
nothing prdnts. 
'• -Jnf. The Woirtf e/"Chrift,is'fhedtbrtbeuoqualified, 
.tt» purge the confcienCe from that fin of. not loving 
God, who is infinitely defervingoFall our love, it has 
troctn'ftt a pardon of that great fin (u) .- And can I 
fotbCJr loving of that which cleanfes me from the de- 

((^ MK. tl'.'if. [IlJaMh.4- IJahl'lLis. (u) I'jstifl t.' 17- 



:t., Google 



